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Environmental Justice

Figure 9-20 CalEnviroScreen 4.0 Toxic Release Sites, Visalia
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Figure 9-21

CalEnviroScreen 4.0 Cleanup Sites, Visalia
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Healthy Food Access

Adequate access to healthy, affordable, and culturally
appropriate food is key to high quality of life in any
community. Food access is determined not only by
physical proximity to grocery stores and other food
providers, but also the affordability and availability of
healthy
Environmental justice communities often have a more

foods in  residential neighborhoods.
difficult time achieving food security than other areas
since residents in these communities tend to have lower
incomes, limited access to a vehicle, or lack the

equipment or skills to prepate healthy foods at home.

Food Environment

The food environment represents the quantity and type
of food providers in a community, such as grocery
stores, farmet’s markets, food banks, and community
gardens. The food environment also represents the
presence of unhealthy food options in a community,
such as liquor stores and fast food.

Grocery Store Access

As of 2023, there are a total of 23 grocery stores within
the Visalia city limits. Of those 23 grocery stores, 10 are
located within the Neighborhoods of Focus (see Table
9-16), and five are located just outside of the
Neighborhoods of Focus but within a half mile walking
distance. Figure 9-22 shows the locations of grocery
stores within Visalia as well as residential areas that are
within a half mile walking distance of each store. As
shown in Table 9-17 about 91 percent of residentially
zoned parcels in Oval Park are within a half mile of a
grocery store, which is significantly higher than other

1

Environmental Justice

areas of the city, primarily due to Oval Park’s central
location along major commercial corridors.

The percentage of residentially zoned parcels within a
half mile of a grocery store in North-West Visalia (23
percent), East Visalia (26 percent), and Seven Oaks (20
percent) is significantly lower than non-E] areas of the
city (41 percent).

Table 9-16 Grocery Stotes in Visalia

Neighborhoods of Focus

Neighborhood Grocery Store(s)

Walmart Neighborhood Market

North-West Visalia

MT&Y Oriental Food Market
Carniceria y Taqueria Nueva Italia
Bangkok Thai Grocery Store
Vallarta Supermarkets

Watson's Health Foods

Food 4 Less

Target

Smart and Final

FoodMaxx

Oval Park

East Visalia

There are no grocery stores
located in the Seven Oaks
Neighborhood of Focus

Seven Oaks

Source: City of Visalia, Mintier Harnish (2024)
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Figure 9-22

Food Environment, Visalia
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Table 9-17

Percentage of Residential Areas within 2 mile of a Grocery Store, Visalia

Number of Number of residentially zoned Percentage of residentially
Residentially parcels within %2 mile of a zoned Parcels within 2 mile of a
zoned parcels grocery store grocery store

North-West Visalia 9,403 2,145 22.8%

Oval Park 4,382 3,979 90.8%

East Visalia 2,363 602 25.5%

Seven Oaks 1,477 297 20.1%

Non-E]J Areas 26,603 10,977 41.3%

Citywide 44,228 18,000 40.7%

Source: City of Visalia; Mintier Harnish (2024)

There are five cultural grocery stores in Visalia, four of
which are located in the Oval Park Neighborhood of
Focus. Cultural grocery stores carry products specific to
certain cultures that are not necessatily carried by
mainstream supermarkets. Culturally specific grocery
stores are important not only to increasing food
availability, but also in maintaining cultural traditions
and affirming group identity and community.

Farmer’s Market and Alternative Food Sources

In addition to grocery stores, farmer’s markets, fruit
stands, gardens, and food banks are alternative ways for
residents to access healthy foods. Figure 9-23 shows the
percentage of community survey respondents that
reported getting healthy foods from local farmet’s
markets, community ot private gardens, and/or local
food banks or pantries.

Farmer’s Markets

The Visalia Farmers’ Market is held in two locations
throughout the year. The Main Market is available year-
round every Saturday on West Main Street at the
courthouse parking lot. The Kaweah Health Market is
available during summer months (May through August)
on Wednesdays in southwest Visalia on Akers Street
and Tulare Avenue. Customers can use CalFresh
benefits at the Farmer’s Market by using EBT cards and
WIC Fruit and Vegetable Vouchers to purchase tokens
that can be used like cash at vendor stalls. The Visalia
Farmer’s Market also participates in California’s Market
Match program where CalFresh and WIC customers
can receive a dollar-to-dollar match up to $10 to $15 per
day. Allowing these food assistance benefits at local
farmer’s markets helps make fresh fruits and vegetables
morte accessible and affordable for low-income families.

Visalia General Plan | 9-64
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Community and Personal Gardens

Community and personal gardens are another way for
residents to access fresh fruits and vegetables, however,
this requires space, upfront costs, and specialized
knowledge  that many  residents, especially
environmental justice communities, may not have
access to due to income, space, or education.

Food Banks

Food banks and similar programs help low-income
households obtain fresh, canned, and frozen food and
meals necessary to fill gaps in food assistance programs

such as CalFresh. Food banks or pantries are often
operated by non-profit organizations and provide
boxes of food and serve meals to low-income
households on a daily, weekly, or monthly basis. There
are four food pantry/meal services in Visalia, all of
which are located in the Oval Park Neighborhood of
Focus near Main Street and Dinuba Boulevard.
Individuals that use these services tend to be homeless
individuals or low-income households, many of whom
do not have access to a personal vehicle and rely on
alternative transportation methods to access food
pantry services.

Figure 9-23 Community Survey Responses — Alternative Food Sources
35% 33%
30%
27% 26%
25% 22%
20% 18%
0,
15% 14%
10% 8%
5% 6% 5% 4% 5%
° 1%
0% 0% 0%
0% . . . - DT

Visalia Farmer's Market Private or community garden Food bank/pantry

B Non-EJ Zones M North-West Visalia  ® Oval Park Seven Oaks M East Visalia  ® All Respondents
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Food Insecurity

While there are several grocery stores both within and
immediately adjacent to the Neighborhoods of Focus,
other factors such as household income can impact an
individual's ability to putrchase healthy foods on a
regular basis. Table 9-18 shows the median income of
census tracts in each of the Neighborhoods of Focus
compared to the citywide and countywide income
Except for North-West  Visalia, all
Neighborhoods of Focus have a median income less
than the citywide median income. Additionally, Oval
Park and Seven Oaks both have a lower median income

levels.

than the countywide median income. Similatly, except
for North-West Visalia all Neighborhoods of Focus
have a higher poverty rate than the city with Oval Park
having the highest poverty rate.

Table 9-18
Rate

Median Income and Poverty

Median Poverty Rate
Income

North-West Visalia | 353097 9.3%

Oval Park $26,591 - 26.1% - 44.2%
$43,364

East Visalia $60,185 24.4%

Seven Oaks $48,945 21.3%

City of Visalia $62,263 16.2%

Tulare County $49,687 23.8%

1

Environmental Justice

Source: US Census Bureau, ACS 5-Year Estimates (2021)

Barriers to Healthy Food Access

In the community survey, respondents were asked what
prevents them and their family from regularly getting
healthy foods. Figure 9-24 shows the top five responses
throughout the community (see Appendix C for a full
summary of responses).

The most common response across all neighborhoods
and citywide was that healthy foods are too expensive,
accounting for about 25 percent of all survey
respondents. The cost of healthy food had a
significantly higher response rate in Oval Park (46
percent) and East Visalia (42 percent), compared to
other neighborhoods in the city. Additionally, the
convenience of fast-food restaurants tends to be a
bigger healthy  food
Neighborhoods of Focus, compared to other areas of

barrier  to access  for
the city. The lack of time and knowledge of how to
prepare healthy meals at home both tend to be a bigger
barrier to healthy food access in Neighborhoods of
Focus compared to other areas of the city.

As shown in the survey results, convenience can be a
major determinant of daily food choices. Beyond cost,
healthy food often requires more time, effort, and
background knowledge to prepare making it more
inconvenient for working families. At the same time,
fast food and take out can often present itself as a more
convenient and cheaper alternative.

Visalia General Plan | 9-66
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Figure 9-24
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Although Figure 9-25 shows that most survey
respondents reported that they do not currently use
food assistance benefits and have not used food
assistance benefits in the past five years, Oval Park,
Seven Oaks, and East Visalia had a much higher
number of residents who reported currently using food
assistance benefits or have used food assistance benefits
in the past five years compared to other areas of Visalia.

Although food assistance programs such as CalFresh
are a resource available to low-income households, not
all  low-income households meet the income
requirements to be eligible to receive benefits. In 2021,
Feeding America estimated that Tulare County had a

M Oval Park

Community Survey Responses — Barriers to Healthy Food Access
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food insecurity rate of about 14 percent, of which about
12 percent reported an income above the CalFresh
income limits. Tulare County’s food insecurity rate is
slightly higher than the California average of about 11
percent, however the percent of food insecure
households above the CalFresh income limits is
significantly lower than the statewide average of 42

percent.

Additionally, CalFresh benefits may not always cover
the cost of meals, especially in areas with a higher cost
of living. Feeding America estimates the average meal
cost in Tulare County is $3.62, which is slightly lower
than the average estimated meal cost of $3.92 statewide.
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L

CalFresh benefits in California cover approximately = households use their meal services when their CalFresh
$2.50 to $3.00 per meal depending on the household  benefits run out towards the end of the month.
size. Food pantries in Visalia commented that many

Figure 9-25  Community Survey Responses — Use of food assistance benefits

40%
35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%

5%

0%

37%
29% B 28%
25% 5%
22%
18%17ty17%
15% .
9% 11% 12913%
8% °7° 89 9
5% 6% 6% &% I 6% 7% Ii
I am currently using food | am not currently using food |am not currently using food | want to use food assistance
assistance benefits. assistance benefits and have assistance benefits, but have benefits, but | am not eligible.
not used food assistance in the past 5 years.

benefits in the past five years.

B Non-EJ Zones M North-West Visalia  m Oval Park Seven Oaks M East Visalia  mAll Respondents

Visalia General Plan | 9-68

415



Physical Activity

Regular physical activity is important in maintaining
good physical and mental health. The built
environment, including, but not limited to, the
availability and quality of parks, open spaces, pedestrian
infrastructure, and bicycle infrastructure, can
significantly impact the accessibility of recreational and
active transportation opportunities. Environmental
justice communities often have reduced access to these
opportunities within their neighborhoods due to a
variety of factors including the lack of physical
infrastructure that promote physical activity (i.e., parks,
sidewalks), safety concerns (i.e., crime, vehicle traffic,
street-lighting), or incompatible land uses that make it
uncomfortable to be outside due to noise, air quality, or
heat (i.e., proximity to freeways, industrial uses, lack of

shade and trees).

Active Transportation

Biking and walking, whether for transportation or
recreation, is a low-cost way for many people to get
daily physical activity if the proper infrastructure is
available. Providing and maintaining safe pedestrian
and bicycle infrastructure can improve access to these
modes of transportation for all residents.

In the community survey, respondents were asked what
prevents them from walking in their neighborhood and
to identify any specific areas where they experience
these barriers on a map, which are shown in Figure 9-
28. In Oval Park, over 49 percent of survey respondents
indicated that a lack of street lighting is the largest
barrier to walking in their neighborhood, which is over
11 percent more than responses from other areas of the

city. Over 37 percent of responses in Oval Park also
reported crime as being a large barrier to walking, which
is over seven percent more than other responses
throughout the city. Crime, feeling unsafe crossing
streets with vehicle traffic, and a lack of street lighting
were the next most frequently reported barriers to
walking across all Neighborhoods of Focus, although
many Neighborhoods of Focus also reported a lack of
sidewalks, a lack of nearby places to walk to, and
walking being unpleasant as general barriers to walking.
Visalia has an existing bike network throughout the city
of Class I, Class 11, and Class I11 bike facilities as shown
in Figure 9-26. In the community survey, respondents
were asked what prevents them from biking in their
neighborhood and to identify any specific areas where
they experience these barriers on a map, which are
shown in Figure 9-27. In all areas of Visalia, safety
concerns from vehicle traffic were the most reported
barrier to biking in respondents’ neighborhoods, as
shown in Figure 9-27. Individual comments from
respondents noted that this safety concern primarily
stemmed from speeding vehicles, poor bike lane
conditions, and a lack of dedicated, protected bike lanes
throughout the city to protect bicyclists from vehicles.
Respondents from Oval Park reported higher rates of a
lack of bike lanes as a barrier to biking compared to
other areas of Visalia (30 percent), although all other
Neighborhoods of Focus apart from East Visalia also
cited a lack of bike lanes as a general barrier to biking.
Other common barriers to biking across Visalia’s
Neighborhoods of Focus include crime and lacking a
functioning bike.
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Figure 9-26 Bicycle Facilities in Visalia
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Figure 9-27 Community Survey Responses of Pedestrian Issues

=T = VI
Avenu ]

Legend
g i Boundaries
Lf Avenue 320 ) visalia City Limits
Neighborhoods of Focus
=] North-West Visalia
Oval Park
East Visalia

[ seven Oaks

Community Survey Responses

St
1

o Road“124
- ‘ Y
Ben Madd
i

Pedestrian Issues Experienced
Lack of Street Lighting
Safety/Crime

Sidewalk Infrastructure

Ml < ¢ Traffic
=8 3 t
g @ Other
ulare Ave @ Xm' i' b
N Walnut Ave . Z 2 = ; : gl '
E £ 0o 5 malf -
W Whitendale Ave (§)z P

. . : : ,X 0 05 1 Mies
' N

: Lt 11 |
City of Visalia, Fresno County Dept. PWP, Bureau of Land Management, Esri,

Rl “ i = 1T ~ 0 [5)
- 3 HERE, Garmin, INCREMENT P, USGS, METI/NASA, EPA, USDA H H@MS@VE@@HE@

City of Visalia | Housing & General Plan Updates

Note: The community survey responses shown on the map are points that survey respondents identified as issue areas. The number of points | Public Review Draft / May 2024
shown is not representative of all survey responses, as not all respondents answered the mapping question. y

418


Nikki Zanchetta
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Figure 9-28 Community Survey Responses — Barriers to walking
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I don’t want to
bike more.

Figure 9-29 Community Survey Responses — Barriers to Biking
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Park Accessibility

Access to quality parks and other recreational areas
promote physical activity and provide green spaces that
help reduce the effects of air pollution and extreme
heat. There are 34 parks, one plaza, one skate park, and
one sports park in Visalia, 16 of which are located
within the Neighborhoods of Focus:

1. Lion’s Park is located at 6500 West Ferguson
Avenue. The park includes trees, barbeques, a
playground, a basketball court, and a multi-
purpose field.

Foxwood Park is located just south of the
intersection of West Ferguson Avenue and
North Roeben Street. This small park contains
trees, grassy open space, and benches.

Soroptimist Park is located at the intersection
of Linwood Street and Prospect Avenue,
immediately adjacent to Oak Grove
Elementary School. This park’s amenities
include picnic tables, barbeques, a playground,
a basketball court, and a multi-purpose field.

Woodland Park is located at 1701 North
Woodland Street. Its amenities include covered

9-73
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picnic tables, a barbeque, a playground, a
basketball court, a ball field, a walking path,
and an open play area.

Riverway Sports Park is located at 3611
North Dinuba Boulevard, just off Highway 63.
This is a highly popular sports park, particularly
in the spring and fall seasons. Its amenities
include a splash pad, picnic areas, a tot lot, a
playground, soccer fields, a baseball complex,
and a softball complex.

Fairview Park is located at the intersection of
West Wren Drive and North Highland Street,
immediately adjacent to the Global Learning
Charter School. Its amenities include a walking
loop, a playground, and soccer fields.

Riverbend Park is located at the intersection
of Court Street and Wren Drive. This park’s
amenities include a covered picnic area, a
playground, a walking path, and an open play
area.

Summers Park is located at the intersection of
Summers Lane and West Fergusen Avenue,
immediately adjacent to the Manuel F.
Hernandez Community Center. This 3.7 acre
park has three lighted basketball courts, picnic
tables, a barbeque, and a children’s play area.

Wittman Village Park is located just west of
the intersection of Pearl Street and North
Court Street. This park offers picnic tables,
barbeques, an open play area, a playground,
and a basketball court. This park is also

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

1
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adjacent to the Wittman Village Community
Center and a community garden.

Lincoln Oval Park is located just north of the
intersection of North Court Street and
Northeast 2nd Avenue. Its amenities include
trees and an open play area.

Provident Skate Park is located at 345 North
Jacob Street, behind the Anthony Community
Center and immediately adjacent to Recreation
Park. This 24,00 square feet skate park is one
of the largest municipal skate parks in
California and includes a large fun box, barbell,
volcanoes, and a snake run ending in a bowl.
The park can accommodate 50 to 75 skaters at
one time.

Recreation Park is located at the intersection
of North Jacob Street and West Center
Avenue. Its facilities include a baseball
stadium, picnic tables, a barbeque, an ADA
accessible playground, a lighted basketball
court, a lighted volleyball court, and a pickleball
court.

Miki City Park is located at the intersection of
South Stevenson Street and West Mineral King
Avenue. This park honors the 50-year
relationship between Visalia and Miki, Japan,
Visalia’s sister city. Its amenities include
drought-tolerant landscaping, a small walking
path, and a small plaza.

Jefferson Park is located at the intersection of
South Watson Street and West Myrtle Avenue,
across the street from Mt. Whitney High
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School. This park’s amenities include a
playground, picnic tables, barbeques, a multi-
purpose field, a lighted softball field, and a

lighted basketball court.

15. Garden Street Plaza is located in downtown
Visalia on 300 E. Main St. This shaded outdoor
space contains trees and a water feature and
hosts many outdoor events throughout the
year.

16. Mill Creek Garden Park is located at the
intersection of North Lovers Lane and Mill
Creek Parkway. Its amenities include picnic
tables, a barbeque, a multi-purpose field, a

walking path, an open play area, and a soccer

field.

Figure 9-30 shows the locations of parks within Visalia
as well as a half mile buffer area around each park, plaza,
and sports field. As shown in Table 9-19, about 78
percent of residentially zoned parcels in the
Neighborhoods of Focus are within a half mile walking
distance of a park; interestingly, this is about six percent
higher than other residentially zoned areas in the city.
Although access to parks is very high in Oval Park and
Seven Oaks, approximately 28 percent of North-West
Visalia residents and 42 percent of East Visalia residents
do not live within a half mile walking distance of a park.

Table9-19  Park Accessibility ‘
Number of Number of Residentially Percentage of Residentially
Residentially Zoned Zoned Parcels within %2 Zoned Parcels within "2 mile
Parcels mile of park of a park

Visalia Neighborhoods 17,625 13,811 78.4%

of Focus

North-West Visalia 9,403 6,774 72.0%

Oval Park 4,382 4,224 96.4%

East Visalia 2,363 1,373 58.1%

Seven Oaks 1477 1,441 97.6%

Non-Neighborhoods of | 20:003 19,072 71.7%

Focus

Citywide 44,228 32,883 74.3%
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Figure 9-30 Park Accessibility in Visalia
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In the community survey, the high cost of gym
memberships, a lack of recreational sports fields, a lack
of nearby neighborhood parks, and lacking the time to
exercise as a result of work or childcare were reported
as the main barriers to engaging in regular physical
activity across all of the Neighborhoods of Focus.
Although these barriers were reported, approximately a
quarter of respondents across all Neighborhoods of
Focus did not report having difficulty getting regular
exercise. Over 31 percent of responses from Seven
Oaks reported higher rates of a lacking the time to
exercise as a barrier to engaging in regular physical
activity, which is over eight percent more than other
responses throughout the city. Oval Park and East
Visalia neighborhoods reported generally higher rates
of a lack of neatby sports fields and/or parks in good

condition as a barrier to engaging in regular physical
activity; however, Table 9-19 shows that 96 percent of
Oval Park residentially zoned parcels are located within
a half mile of a park, while only 58 percent of East
Visalia residentially zoned parcels are located within a
half mile of a park. Individual comments from
respondents clarified that concerns about park
conditions generally stem from feeling unsafe, with
several residents stating that the presence of unhoused
individuals living in parks caused them to avoid visiting
local parks. Other residents expressed concern about
park access, stating that a lack of sidewalks and unsafe
walking conditions kept locals, especially families with
younger children, from visiting nearby parks and
recreational sports fields.
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Figure 9-31
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Public Facilities

Public facilities include public service and amenities
such as community centers, libraries, public transit,
parks and recreation facilities, water and sewer services,
and health care
Environmental justice communities often lack access to
some or many of these public facilities, or the facilities
that do exist are in poor condition, due to lack of

streets and sidewalks, services.

transportation, underinvestment, or lack of engagement
between public agencies and these communities when
decisions on public facilities are being made. A lack of
access to public facilities can negatively impact health

care access, educational opportunities, physical and
mental health, and overall quality of life.

Educational Facilities

Educational attainment can be a predictor of income,
socioeconomic status, and health. People with higher
educational attainment not only tend to have higher
incomes than people with lower educational attainment,
but also tend to be at lower risk of serious health
conditions and pollution exposure. Access to
educational institutions such as primary and secondary
schools; continuing education; and community colleges

Visalia General Plan | 9-78
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and universities are important in providing educational
opportunities to environmental justice communities.

Primary and Secondary Schools

Primary and secondary schools include schools that
serve kindergarten through 12th grade. Visalia is served
by a single school district, Visalia Unified School
District, which setrves a total of 28,893 students across
Visalia, Goshen CDP, Ivanhoe CDP, Patterson Ttract
CDP, West Goshen CDP, and other surrounding
unincorporated areas. Out of the 42 public schools in
the district, 38 are located within the Visalia City Limits.
Of those 38 schools, 15 are located within the
Neighborhoods of Focus. These schools teach a range
of grade groups from preschool through 12th grade,
including 11 elementary schools, 1 middle school, and
3 high schools. However, it should be noted that the
East Visalia Neighborhood encompasses no public
schools. In addition to the community’s public schools,
there are nine private schools in Visalia, three of which
are located in the Visalia Neighborhoods of Focus:
Catholic School of Visalia (pre-kindergarten through
12th grade), Charter Home School Academy
(kindergarten through 8th grade), and St. Paul’s School
(pre-kindergarten through 8th grade). All schools
within the Neighborhoods of Focus have adequate
sidewalks adjacent to school campuses as well as
adequate sports field facilities for their respective
students.

Continuing and Higher Education

Visalia Unified School District offers continuing
education programs for adults to earn their high school
diplomas or GED, complete language courses, and
complete career technical programs. These courses are

provided at Sequoia High School (continuation high
school) and Visalia Adult School, however only Sequoia
High School is located within the Neighborhoods of
Focus. Additionally, Visalia Unified School District
offers early college high school courses at Visalia
Technical Early College High School; although this
high school is not located within the Neighborhoods of
Focus, any high school student living within the District
may attend. One private career-training college (San
Joaquin Valley College’s Visalia Campus), one
community college (College of the Sequoias), and two
universities (Fresno Pacific University Visalia campus
and Golden State College) are located within Visalia
City limits; however, none are located within the
Neighborhoods of Focus.

Public Libraries

Libraries are an important public service that ensures
that books, literary resources, media, databases, and
services are accessible to the public. Visalia has one
public library, located at 200 W Oak Avenue in Visalia.
The library is a branch of the Tulare County Library
system and offers access to books, eBooks, magazines,
and other digital media loans, as well as large printing
services, a music recording space and equipment, help
for students, adult literacy classes, basic computer skills
classes, and preparation classes for both the U.S.
citizenship test and the written driver’s license test. The
Visalia Public Library is located within the Oval Park
neighborhood.

Public Transportation

Public transportation can serve as an important public
service, especially for households and individuals who
do not have regular access to a personal vehicle or are
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unable to walk or bike. As shown in Figure 9-32, the
City of Visalia Transit operates 12 fixed bus routes
which operate year round and are only closed on
various holidays. This transit system serves Visalia,
Farmersville, Exeter, Goshen, and Tulare. Ten of these
twelve routes intersect the Visalia Neighborhoods of
Focus: Route 1, Route 2, Route 5, Route 6, Route 7,
Route 8, Route 9, Route 11, Route 15, and Route 16

The fixed-route service provides transportation services
to 13 local schools located within and adjacent to City
limits, including three which are located within the
Neighborhoods of Focus: Green Acres Middle School,
Redwood High School, and Sequoia High School. In
addition to its fixed-route service within the transit
system’s boundaries, the City’s transit system connects
with Tulare InterModal Express, Tulare County Area
Transit, Kings Area Regional Transit and Greyhound.
The City also operates the Sequoia Shuttle from
Memorial Day weekend through eatly September,
which offers round-trip transportation between
Sequoia National Park and Visalia. Accommodations
for passengers with disabilities are offered through the
City’s Complementary Paratransit “Dial-A-Ride”
service. The Dial-A-Ride is organized to provide
comparable paratransit services for ADA certified
individuals with disabilities that prevent them from
riding the VT fixed-route buses.

According to City’s 2016 Long Range Transit Plan,
Visalia Transit saw approximately 5,700 riders in 2016
and aims to have 18,350 riders in 2035. The main transit
center for the City is located at 425 E Oak Avenue,
which is within the Oval Park neighborhood. One-way
fares are $1.75 and $3.00 for a full day bus pass. The

1

Environmental Justice

City provides discounted fares for seniors, ADA
certified, and disabled passengers, as well as free
ridership to children six years old and younger.

Medical and Emergency Services

Hospitals

Living close to a range of nearby medical facilities
greatly improves to necessary healthcare.
According to the California Department of Public
Health, there are 45 medical facilities in Visalia. Of
these facilities, there ate sixteen skilled nursing facilities,

aCCEss

two surgical clinics, three chronic dialysis clinics, four
home health agencies, six hospice centers, fourteen
primary care clinics, and one general hospital that
provides emergency services. As shown in Table 9-20,
10 of these facilities are within the Neighborhoods of
Focus, including one general care hospital, one surgical
center, three clinics, two hospice centers, two home
health agencies, and three intermediate skilled care
facilities.
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Figure 9-32

Public Transit System, Visalia
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Table 9-20

Environmental Justice T

Medical Facilities in the Visalia Neighborhoods of Focus

Facility Name

TypelServices Provided

Address

Visalia Ambulatory
Surgical Center

Ambulatory Surgical
Center

105 E Noble Avenue

Family Healthcare
Network

Community Clinic

501 N Bridge Street

Omni Family Health

Community Clinic

311 W Noble Avenue

Planned Parenthood

Community Clinic

211 N Stevenson Street

Kaweah Health
Medical Center

Emergency Care
Hospital, General Acute
Care Hospital, Home
Health, Hospice

400 W Mineral King Avenue

Steele's Visions —
Terrace

Lenity Home Care Home Health Agency 315 W Oak Avenue
Seva Hospice Hospice 100 Willow Plaza
Sierra Vista Residential | ntermediate Care 1412 N Maple Street
Care Home Facility/ Developmentally

Disabled — Nursing

Intermediate Catre 2146 N Terrace Court

Facility/ Developmentally
Disabled — Nursing

Emergency Facilities

Police station(s)

Police departments are an important community

In times of emergency, it is important for citizens to
have nearby emergency services to ensure prompt, safe
handling of a variety of urgent situations. Close
proximity to emergency services such as fire and police
stations increases the response time to emergency
situations that can affect the life and safety of residents.
This section discusses the emergency facilities available
in Visalia.

service that maintains public order and safety, enforces
the law, and investigates criminal activity. The Visalia
Police Department has four stations, with the City’s
headquarters located at 303 S. Johnson Street in Visalia.
The remaining substations are located at 204 NW Third
Street, 4100 S. County Center, and 420 N. Burke Street,
all of which are located in Visalia. The department
250 including police
community

employs over employees,

personnel, service officers, parking
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enforcement officers, communications operators,
records specialists, administrative support personnel,
crime lab technicians, property and evidence
technicians, and civilian investigators. Two of Visalia’s
police stations are located within the Oval Park

neighborhood.

Fire station(s)

The Visalia Fire Department provides a wide range of
emergency and non-emergency setrvices including fire
suppression, emergency medical services, hazardous
conditions, fire prevention, and public safety education.
As of 2019, the Fire Department had 78 total personnel
including 70 safety personnel. The most recent year of
response time data for the Fire Department is from
2019; at this time, the department met the National Fire
Protection Association’s response time criteria of six
minutes for 90 percent of all calls. The Visalia Fire
Department has six stations throughout the city which
are staffed 24 hours a day, 365 days a year and are
located at the following addresses:

e  Fire Station 51: 309 S. Johnson Street

Fire Station 52: 2224 W. Monte Vista

Fire Station 53: 5025 W Walnut Avenue
Fire Station 54: 440 W. Ferguson Street
Fire Station 55: 6921 W. Ferguson Avenue
e  Fire Station 56: 1968 S. Lovers Lane

Visalia Fire Stations 51, 54 and 55 are located within the
North-West Visalia and Oval Park neighborhoods;
however, firefighters from any station may respond to
calls originating from within the Neighborhoods of
Focus, depending on type of incident, location, existing
or potential emergencies, and resources available.

Community Centers

Community centers are important community assets
that help provide programs and resources that support
physical activity, educational opportunities, social
services, youth services, and community involvement.
Community centers can also serve as important
community partners for government agencies since
they often have established trust in the community and
are already implementing programs in line with
environmental justice goals. Effective environmental
justice policies can help support services offered by
community centers in  environmental justice
communities and encourage continued partnerships
with these centers to increase transparency and
connection with community. The following community
centers and resource centers are in the Neighborhoods

of Focus:

e The Anthony Community Center (345 North
Jacob Street) is located in the City of Visalia
Recreation Park and includes a community space
as well as a gymnasium. The space hosts various
events and classes hosted by the City’s Parks and
Recreation department. In addition, the
community space can be rented for private and
public events and meetings.

e Visalia Senior Citizen Center (310 North
Locust Street) provides a wide variety of social
and engaging activities, including recreational
sports, art, and other classes on weekdays. This
center also provides low cost, nutritious meals for
seniors in the community.

e The Visalia Unified School District Family
and Community Resource Center (505 North
Court Street) helps families access needed
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resources to increase the success of students and
increase access to needed services for students and
their families. Promoted services range based on
individual student needs and includes support
groups, support for American Indian students,
support for foster youth, support for students
experiencing homelessness, and support for
migratory students.

e The Source LGBT+ Center (109 N'W 2nd
Avenue) is a community space that supports the
LGBT+ community in Visalia through research,
education, and advocacy in the community. The
Center aims to improve access to mental health
systems, promote community health equity for all,
and create a more inclusive and accepting
community.

Safe and Sanitary Housing

Housing conditions contribute to the overall health and
Household
determines the type, location, and quality of housing

safety of residents. income heavily
someone lives in since newer housing in neighborhoods
with more community amenities (i.e., good schools,
parks, safe streets) tend to be more expensive.
Occupants of housing built before the widespread
adoption of building standards and regulations are at
higher risk of pollution exposure in their homes,
particularly asbestos and lead. Additionally, older
housing may have poor ventilation that can lead to
uncomfortable indoor

mold, temperatures, and

increased exposure to indoor and outdoor pollutants.

Household overcrowding can also have serious health
impacts on occupants. Overcrowding occurs when the
number of occupants in a household exceeds the

1

Environmental Justice

capacity of a dwelling unit, typically measured by the
number of rooms and the age and relationship of the
occupants. Overcrowding can lead to a variety of
adverse health outcomes, such as exposure to infectious
disease, increased stress, and sleep disorders. High rent
and home prices increase risks of overcrowding and
homelessness and leave households with less income to
spend on home improvement/repairs, healthy food,
healthcare, and other goods and services. The following
sections describe the existing housing conditions in
Visalia.

Lead Exposure

Lead is a toxic heavy metal that can enter the

bloodstream and cause serious neurological or
behavioral health problems, especially in young children
due to their developing brains and increased risk of
exposure. Historically, lead was used as an additive in
house paint, plumbing materials, and gasoline.
Although the use of lead in common household items
and building materials is now regulated, house paint is
still a significant source of lead exposure in older,

unrenovated homes.

CalEnviroScreen 4.0’s Children’s Lead Risk from
Housing indicator calculates lead exposure risk by
combining the percentage of homes with a higher
likelihood of having lead-based paint (LBP) hazards and
the percentage of low-income households with
children. CalEnviroScreen 4.0 calculates the likelihood
of LBP hazards based on the age of housing. The older
the home, the higher likelihood of LBP hazards.

As shown in Figure 9-33, Oval Park is the only
Neighborhood of Focus in Visalia with a Children’s
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Lead Risk from Housing indicator score in the 75t
percentile or higher, ranging between 77 and 98. The
homes in the Oval Park neighborhood, especially those
closer to Downtown Visalia, tend to be older than those
in other areas of the city that have newer growth and
development. It should be noted that Seven Oaks has a
percentile score of 74, which is high compared to other
areas of the city even though it is not above the 75%
percentile threshold. Seven Oaks is also located more
centrally near downtown where there are older homes.

According to the United States Environmental
Protection Agency (USEPA), homes built prior to 1978

are at a much higher risk of LBP exposure if proper
measures have not been taken to test for and mitigate
the presence of LBT in the home. As shown in Table
9-21, Oval Park and Seven Oaks have a much higher
percentage of homes built prior to 1980 (61 percent and
77 percent respectively) compared to other
Neighborhoods of Focus, the city, and the county. This
means housing units in Oval Park and Seven Oaks are
at a higher risk of LBP exposure. Additionally, renters
in these areas may not have the knowledge of the
home’s history and renovations or may not be allowed
to make renovations due to lease restrictions.

Table 9-21 Age of Housing Stock
Year Built North- Oval Park East Visalia Seven Oaks City of Tulare
West Visalia County
Visalia
Built 2020 or later 30 37 - - 325 841
Built 2010 to 2019 1,565 135 175 10 4,770 12,156
Built 2000 to 2009 2,544 449 705 12 10,164 24,053
Built 1990 to 1999 677 423 666 169 6,708 22,834
Built 1980 to 1989 225 835 610 308 7,205 22,058
Built 1970 to 1979 491 539 123 615 8,993 27,175
Built 1960 to 1969 - 529 71 248 3,322 14,797
Built 1950 to 1959 86 880 132 316 3,441 12,591
Built 1940 to 1949 - 378 147 312 1,528 6,729
Built 1939 or earlier 16 575 14 151 1,348 7,956
Total Occupied 5,634 4,780 2,643 2,141 47,804 151,190
Housing Units
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Table 9-21 Age of Housing Stock

Year Built North- Oval Park East Visalia Seven Oaks City of Tulare
West Visalia County
Visalia

Percentage of 10.5% 60.7% 18.4% 76.7% 39.0% 45.8%

1980

occupied housing
units built prior to

Source: US Census Bureau, ACS 5-Year Estimates (2022), Table B25034.
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Figure 9-33  CalEnviroScreen 4.0 Children’s Lead Risk from Housing, Visalia
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Housing Conditions

The conditions of the existing housing stock can be an
indicator of the living standards of residents. Although
the data on housing conditions is limited, the U.S.
Census provides information on the availability of
plumbing and kitchen facilities as well as the age of the
housing stock (year the structure was built), which can
provide a starting point for assessing the conditions of
the existing housing stock. Housing units typically
require more repairs and renovations as they get older
to maintain a good condition, therefore knowing the
year a housing unit/structure was built can be an initial
indicator of substandard conditions. Homes typically
start needing major repairs (i.e., roofing, major
appliances, heating and air conditioning systems) after
20 to 25 years.

A majority of housing units in the Visalia
Neighborhoods of Focus, with the exception of North-
West Visalia, were built prior to 2000, suggesting that
most housing units have already undergone major
improvements and repairs, or will be in need of these
improvements in the near future.

1

Environmental Justice

North-West Visalia, however, has seen the largest
growth in the past two decades, with almost 45 percent
of occupied housing units built between 2000 and 2009.
This suggests that several homes in this area may be in
need of major repairs in the next five years, which may
result in major home costs to residents of North-West
Visalia.

Although this data can provide information about how
many homes may need major repairs or maintenance, it
is difficult to know how many homes have undergone
these repairs. As shown in Figure 9-34, about 49
percent of respondents in Oval Park and 35 percent of
respondents in Seven Oaks said homes in their
neighborhood are old and need major repairs, which is
higher than other areas of the city and is consistent with
U.S. Census data. Additionally, about 41 percent of
respondents in Oval Park, 33 percent of respondents in
Seven Oaks, and 31 percent of respondents in East
Visalia said it is too expensive to make the necessary
repairs for homes to feel safe and comfortable, which is
higher than other areas of the city.
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Figure 9-34
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Survey respondents were asked to select one of four
options that best described the physical condition of
homes in their neighborhood. As shown in Figure 9-35,
with the exception of Oval Park and North-West
Visalia, the most common response across all areas of
the city was that most homes are older but in overall
good condition, needing only minor repairs. In Oval
Park, 39 percent of respondents selected “some homes
need major repairs, several homes need minor repairs”
and 25 percent of respondents selected “several homes

M Oval Park

Community Survey Responses — Housing Issues

41%

33% 319
I ]

It is too expensive to make necessary repairs to make
homes safe and comfortable.

25%

12%

Seven Oaks M East Visalia  mAll Respondents

are in need of major repairs”, which is a significantly
higher response rate than any other area in the city. This
suggests that the Oval Park Neighborhood of Focus
has poorer housing conditions than other areas of the

city.

As suggested by the U.S. Census data, respondents
from North-West Visalia reported that most housing
units in their neighborhood are newly constructed or
newly remodeled.
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Figure 9-35  Community Survey Responses — Housing Conditions
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Housing Cost Burden

A household is considered cost burdened when more
than 30 percent of the household income is spent on
housing (i.e., rent, mortgage payment, utilities) and
severely cost burdened when more than 50 percent of
the household income is spent on housing. Housing
cost burden can have several negative effects on health
and quality of life by limiting a household’s ability to
(e.g., food,

increasing  risk  of

pay for other goods and services
transportation,  recreation),

overcrowding or homelessness, and limiting a
household’s ability to contribute to a savings or

retirement fund.

Although any household, regardless of income, can
experience burden, low-income
households are at higher risk of being cost burdened
and severely cost burdened. As shown in Figure 9-38,

housing  cost

Most homes are older, but in
overall good condition with
only some needing minor

m Oval Park

4% 5% | 5% 9% 6%
- . [

Several homes are in need of
major repairs

14%
n-Blln
]

Some homes need major
repairs, several homes need
minor repairs

Seven Oaks M East Visalia  ®All Respondents

census tracts in Oval Park and Seven Oaks have a
higher Housing Cost Burden percentile scores than
other areas of the city. As mentioned in the previous
section, these areas also have a higher rate of older
housing units that may have costly repairs or
renovations that can result in higher housing
maintenance costs for homeowners or increased rental
costs, which can cause financial hardship for those

already cost burdened.

Overcrowding

A housing unit is considered overcrowded when there
is more than one person per room. Overcrowding can
occur when a household either cannot find or afford
housing with enough rooms to accommodate all
members of the household. Figure 9-36 shows the rate
overcrowding in the Visalia Neighborhoods of Focus
based on U.S. Census data. Oval Park and East Visalia

Visalia General Plan | 9-90

437



have a higher rate of overcrowding compared to other
Neighborhoods of Focus, the city, and the county. In
most areas across the city, except for Seven Oaks,
overcrowded units are comprised mostly of renters.
Figure 9-37 shows that 33 percent of survey

respondents in Oval Park reported “too many people
living together in one home” as a housing issue in their
neighborhood, which is significantly higher than any
other atea in the city.

Figure 9-36 Overcrowding by Tenure in Visalia Neighborhoods of Focus
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Figure 9-37 Community Survey Responses - Overcrowding as a Housing Issue

35% 33%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%
5%
0%

14% 14%

Non-EJ Areas North-West Visalia Oval Park

15% 16% Te%

Seven Oaks East Visalia All Respondents

Respondents who reported too many people in same home as a housing issue in their neighborhood

9-91

Public Review Draft / May 2024

438



Figure 9-38 CalEnviroScreen 4.0 Housing Cost Burden, Visalia
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Civic Engagement

Meaningful community engagement is key to creating
equitable policies and programs that meet the needs of
all residents. Unfortunately, environmental justice
communities have historically been excluded from
these conversations, resulting in inequitable planning
practices. Factors such as language barriers, time and
location of public meetings, and knowledge of topics
influence if and how people participate in the public
decision-making process. Innovative engagement
strategies and partnering with community-based
organizations (CBOs) can make community workshops
and meetings more accessible to environmental justice
communities. Traditional methods of community
engagement, such as community meetings held at
government buildings can be difficult for people to
attend due to scheduling conflicts, language barriers,
lack of transportation, and lack of overall trust in

government agencies.

Internet Access

It is increasingly common for government agencies to
post notices, documents, informational materials online
and host virtual community meetings. Although an
online format can make participating in the public
decision-making process more convenient for many
people, it also requires households to have access to a
computer or smartphone and high-speed internet. As
shown in Figure 9-39, the percentage of residents in the
Neighborhoods of Focus with access to at least one
computer or smartphone is similar to that of the city
and state percentages. The percentage of residents in
the Neighborhoods of Focus with a broadband internet
subscription is slightly less than the city and state
percentages, with the exception of East Visalia. This
suggests that residents in the Neighborhoods of Focus
may have a more difficult time accessing online
information or virtual meetings than other areas of the
city due to a lack of dependable, high-speed internet.
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Figure 9-39 Internet Access in Visalia
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Linguistic Isolation

Language isolation occurs when households have
individuals over the age of 14 who have limited English
proficiency. These households face disadvantages when
seeking information about meetings and engagement
opportunities, particularly if the information and
materials are solely available in English and no language
interpretation/translation is available. According to
CalEnviroScreen 4.0, two census tracts in Oval Park
score above the 87th percentile for linguistic isolation
(see Figure 9-41), meaning that the percentage of
households in these census tracts that do not speak
English well is higher than 87 percent of census tracts
in California. The primary languages spoken besides
English in Oval Park include Spanish, Tagalog, Chinese,
and other Asian/Pacific-Islander languages.

Environmental Justice T

-
97%
96% 96% ’
93%
90%
88% I
Seven Oaks City of Visalia California

B Percent of households with broadband internet

Although most survey respondents did not select “I
don’t understand or have trouble understanding
English” as a main barrier to community participation,
about 10 percent of Oval Park respondents reported it
as a barrier to participation. This is significantly higher
than any other area of the city, as shown in Figure 9-42.

Ensuring meaningful and effective participation from
individuals with limited English proficiency requires the
commitment to providing meeting notices, and
informational materials in languages other than English.
This can bridge the language barrier and enable
individuals with limited English proficiency to access
crucial information about community meetings and
Additionally,
language interpretation services at these meetings is
vital to facilitate active involvement from individuals
with limited English proficiency, allowing them to fully

engagement opportunities. offering
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understand  discussions, concerns, and

contribute to decision-making processes.

express

Apart from English proficiency, many people who are
proficient or native English speakers can have a difficult
time understanding the terminology and subject matter
related to planning documents and processes. Many

planning documents can also be long, dense, and data
heavy, which can be difficult for the public to read,
understand, and provide meaningful feedback on.
Creating engagement and information materials in a
way that is easy to understand can make the subject and
processes of planning more accessible to a wider
audience.

o)
2% 1%

Figure 9-40 Community Survey Responses — Language barriers
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Barriers to Community Involvement

There are several reasons that prevent people from
participating in community meetings and outreach
events such as scheduling, comfort level with the
subject matter or speaking in front of other people,
distrust in government, or lack of knowledge about how
to get involved. To get more people involved in the
public decision-making process, it is important to
understand why people aren’t participating and find
ways to overcome those barriers.

Survey respondents were asked to select the top three
reasons that prevent them from attending public
meetings. Figure 9-42 shows the top five reasons
selected by respondents in the Neighborhoods of
Focus. In Visalia, improving publicity of events and
engagement opportunities, providing childcare, creating
spaces that allow people to feel comfortable sharing
their opinions, and explaining how community
feedback will be used are all ways the City can begin to
break down these barriers to participation.
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Figure 9-41
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Figure 9-42
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Simply holding public meetings and events does not
ensure meaningful engagement. Publicizing meetings
and events where people are most likely to see them is
essential. As shown in Figure 9-42 between 29 percent
of all survey respondents said they do not know when
or where meetings are happening. In the community

m Oval Park

No childcare | don’t feel comfortable
speaking in front of
people.
Seven Oaks M East Visalia  mAll Respondents

survey, participants were also asked where and how
they get information about news and events in Visalia.
As shown in Figure 9-43, an overwhelming majority of
respondents reported getting their information through
social media and word of mouth (i.e., friends, family,
neighbors).
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Figure 9-43  Community Survey Responses — Information sources
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OBIJECTIVES AND POLICIES

Objective EJ-1 Physical Activity and Healthy Lifestyles

To increase physical activity and healthy lifestyles to reduce health risks for residents of all
backgrounds and improve the pedestrian network for safer, more convenient travel.
[Source: New objective]

Policies

EJ-1.1

EJ-1.2

EJ-1.3

EJ-1.4

EJ-1.5

The City shall encourage employers and developers to include secure bicycle parking and storage
in existing and new businesses and in all new development projects. [Source: New policy]

The City shall promote physical activity programs and healthy lifestyle education programs offered
to residents and encourage residents to regularly participate in active lifestyles. [Source: New

policy]

The City shall collaborate with the Visalia Unified School District, Board of Education, parent
teacher associations, and community residents to identify and address access and safety issues for
students arriving at school by bike or on foot. [Source: New policy]

The City shall collaborate with private and public partners to enhance pedestrian amenities, such
as lighting, shade, benches, trash and recycling receptacles, bathrooms, water fountains, particularly
in the Neighborhoods of Focus. [Source: New policy]

The City shall prioritize compliance with American Disability Act (ADA) standards and
accessibility for all pedestrian, transit, and bicycle improvements, through ongoing engagement
and incorporation of feedback from disability stakeholder groups. [Source: New policy]
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Environmental Justice T

Objective EJ-2 Health Equity

To increase health equity and improve access to medical services. [Source: New objective]
Policies

E]J-2.1 The City shall encourage the provision of a range of medical and health services (e.g., primary,
preventive, specialty, prenatal, dental care, mental health) in a manner accessible to all residents.
[Source: New policy]

E]J-2.2 The City shall coordinate with the Tulare County Public Health and Human Services Agency
(HHSA), California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), and other public agencies during
master planning efforts to identify and integrate design elements into land use plans that encourage
physical activity and pollution exposure reduction measures. [Source: New policy]

Objective EJ-3  Air Quality

To improve air quality conditions so all residents can live, work, and play in their
community without disproportionate risk of air pollution and related negative health
impacts. [Source: New objective]

Policies

E]J-3.1 The City shall continue working with the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) to
determine what, if any, mitigation measures can be implemented to reduce air pollution impacts
to the Neighborhoods of Focus and residential areas adjacent to the State Route 99 and State
Route 198. [Source: New policy]

E]J-3.2 The City shall encourage the retrofitting and installation of appropriate air filtration at existing
schools, residences, and other sensitive receptor uses adversely affected by air pollution sources.
[Source: New policy]
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E]J-3.3 The City shall enforce California’s five-minute maximum diesel truck idling law, require warehouse
and distribution facilities to provide adequate on-site truck parking, and require refrigerated
warehouses to provide generators for refrigerated trucks. [Source: New policy]

Objective EJ-4 Pollution Exposure

To actively support and expand land use development patterns, transportation
infrastructure, pollution mitigation, and other techniques to reduce pollution exposure.
[Source: New objective]

Policies

EJ-4.1 The City shall require new sensitive land uses and/or industrial and commercial land uses to
incorporate setbacks, barriers, landscaping, or other design and development standards as
necessary to minimize pollution exposure. [Source: New policy]

EJ-4.2 The City shall encourage the Tulare County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office to provide
pesticide use education to raise awareness about the potential health impacts from pesticide use
and process to report pesticide violations. [Source: New policy]

EJ-4.3 The City shall encourage existing stationary sources of pollution emissions to use feasible
measures to minimize emissions that could have potential impacts on community health. [Source:
New policy]

E]J-4.4 The City shall minimize heavy truck traffic by designating truck routes away from residential areas
and sensitive land uses in and around the Neighborhoods of Focus. [Source: New policy]

EJ-4.5 The City shall ensure that residents and businesses are made aware of the potential adverse
pollution, noise, odot, vibration, lighting, and the effects of toxic materials and emissions when
pollution generating land uses are proposed near them. [Source: New policy]
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Environmental Justice T

Objective EJ-5 Access to Healthy Foods

To expand access to nutritious and affordable food to reduce food insecurity and to support
varied cultural and nutritional food choices. [Source: New objective]

Policies

E]J-5.1 The City shall encourage food stores and retailers to improve the quality and selection of healthy
foods and fresh food products, particularly in the Neighborhoods of Focus. [Source: New policy|

E]J-5.2 The City shall support the planning and development of community gardens within walking
distance of high-density residential areas. [Source: New policy]

E]J-5.3 The City shall promote a full range of urban agriculture activities, including farmers’ markets, farm
stands, community gardens, on-site garden produce market stands, and urban farms. [Source: New

policy]

EJ-5.4 The City shall promote healthy food and beverages at City-sponsored events, programs, and
recreation activities. [Source: New policy]

Objective EJ-6 Public and Recreational Facilities

To ensure residents of all ages have access to a range of safe and accessible opportunities
for recreation and physical activities. [Source: New objective]

Policies

E]J-6.1 The City shall strive to maintain and improve recreational facilities with adequate lighting, signage,
extended park supervision/hours, and programs representative of the multicultural needs and
income levels of the community. [Source: New policy]

EJ-6.2 The City shall strive to enhance public facilities, infrastructure, services, and crime prevention
strategies that are responsive to community needs. [Source: New policy]
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EJ-6.3 The City shall encourage the use of existing parks, public venues, and programs through
marketing, promotion, and reduced rates for the Neighborhoods of Focus. [Source: New policy]

Objective EJ-7 Equitable Civic Engagement

To fully engage the public in City decision-making and facilitate public involvement in civic
life. [Source: New objective]

Policies

EJ-7.1 The City shall partner with appropriate organizations (e.g., community-based, faith-based,
advocacy, and service) that have built relationships, trust, and cultural competency to conduct
meaningful outreach for relevant planning initiatives and environmental justice concerns. [Source:
New policy]

EJ-7.2 The City shall provide translation and interpretation services at public meetings on issues affecting
populations whose primary language is not English. Translation time should not be counted as a
part of a person’s time limit for comments. [Source: New policy]

E]J-7.3 The City shall strive to make public meetings, notices, and education materials available online and
in-person and accessible to all residents. [Source: New policy]

E]J-7.4 The City shall strive to schedule events using different days, times, and formats (e.g., virtual and
digital accessibility) to encourage and facilitate participation among community members with
work, school, family, and other obligations that conflict with more traditional scheduling. [Source:
New policy]

E]J-7.5 The City shall implement a transparent public decision-making process through effective public
outreach, engagement, and participation that is inclusive of socially disadvantaged individuals and
groups. [Source: New policy]

9-103

Public Review Draft / May 2024

450



1

Environmental Justice

E]J-7.6 The City shall support opportunities for all residents to engage in community service that
integrates community health and civic engagement. [Source: New policy]

Objective EJ-8 Safe and Sanitary Homes

To ensure all residents enjoy living conditions that are both safe and healthy, while also
providing a mix of affordability. [Source: New objective]

Policies

EJ-8.1 The City shall promote awareness of City regulations and enforcement measures citywide to
improve unsafe and unsanitary conditions, focusing on trash and dumping, overcrowded housing,
maintenance of older homes, graffiti, and lack of building and yard maintenance. [Source: New

policy]

EJ-8.2 The City shall encourage the rehabilitation of substandard housing conditions and preservation
of affordability for dwellings owned/occupied by lowet-income houscholds in the
Neighborhoods of Focus. [Source: New policy]

E]J-8.3 The City shall review new development projects for natural surveillance design techniques and
apply proven best practices in urban planning for crime reduction. [Source: New policy]
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Brandon Smith

From: jkfalconer@nwi.net

Sent: Tuesday, February 4, 2025 5:03 PM

To: Brandon Smith

Cc: Leslie Caviglia

Subject: Corrections for Environmental Justice Element

Greetings Brandon.

Again, thank you for the copy of the Environmental Justice Element Policy. | reviewed the pages and found a couple
items in the text that are not complete if the policy is to be "current" when approved.

1. Page 9-45 Ozone, second paragraph. "California Air Resource Board maintains a network of air monitoring stations,
one of which is in Visalia, on North Church." Currently, North Church is no longer utilized but now there is one on W.
Ashland - still operated by CARB.

2. Figure 9-22, page 9-63.
There is a SaveMart Grocery Store at the corner of Walnut and Akers which is not identified or pined on the map.

3. Page 9-83, Community Centers
You are missing the Emmanual Hernandez Community Center, 247 W. Ferguson
Ave.- a really active one. It is located in the Oval Park Neighborhood of Focus.

4. Page 9-82 Under Police Stations
Every time | go to the 204 NW Third Police Station it is closed. Has it been opened recently?

| now have completed a summary of the content and am planning to look at all the proposed Objectives and Policies for
the Environmental Justice portion of the General Plan.

This is a very thorough review of the Pollution Sources and Population Characteristics of each Focus area. | am very
familiar with the CalEnvironScreen 4.0. Such hard work went into this program. You should be proud of the work you and
others have done over the last year.

In appreciation,
Kathy Falconer
310.995.6295



Visalia City Council

Visalia City Council Visaia, CA 95201
Staff Report
File #: 24-0594 Agenda Date: 2/18/2025 Agenda #: 1.

Agenda Item Wording:
Upcoming City Council Meetings

Monday, March 3, 2025 @ 7:00 p.m. at 707 W. Acequia
Monday, March 17, 2025, @ 7:00 p.m. at 707 W. Acequia

Note: Meeting dates and times are subject to change, check posted agenda for correct details. In
compliance with the American Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in
meetings contact 713-4512.

Written materials relating to an item on this agenda submitted to the Council after distribution of the
agenda are available for public inspection in the Office of the City Clerk, 220 N. Santa Fe Street,
Visalia CA 93292, during normal business hours.
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