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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-05 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VISALIA 
 AMENDING VARIOUS SECTIONS OF THE VISALIA MUNICIPAL CODE INCLUDING CHAPTER 4.04 

IN TITLE 4, ENTITLED “COMMERCIAL CANNABIS ACTIVITY”, RESCINDING CHAPTER 5.66, 
AMENDING CHAPTER 8.64, AND APPROVING ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 2026-01, 
AMENDING TITLE 17 TO INCLUDE CANNABIS RELATED BUSINESS USE TYPES, CITYWIDE.  

 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VISALIA DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1. Chapter 5.66 of the Visalia Municipal Code is hereby rescinded in its entirety. 
 
SECTION 2.  Title 4 of the Visalia Municipal Code is hereby amended to add Chapter 4.04 as 
follows: 

 
CHAPTER 4.04 

 
COMMERCIAL CANNABIS ACTIVITY 

 
 
4.04.010 Title 
4.04.020 Purpose and Intent  
4.04.030 Legal Authority 
4.04.040 Commercial Cannabis Activities Prohibited Unless Specifically Authorized by 

this Chapter  
4.04.050 Compliance with State and Local Laws and Regulations 
4.04.060 Definitions 
4.04.070 Cannabis Business License Required to Engage in Cannabis Business 

Activity 
4.04.080 Evidence of Cannabis Owners and/or Employees Background Check 

Required 
4.04.090 Personnel Prohibited from Holding a License or from Employment with a Cannabis 

Business Licensee 
4.04.100 Maximum Number and Type of Authorized Cannabis Businesses Licensed 
4.04.110 Community Benefits 
4.04.120 City’s Reservation of Rights 
4.04.130 Procedure Guidelines and Review Criteria to Evaluate Cannabis Business 

Applications 
4.04.140 Exercise of a Cannabis Business License 
4.04.150 Scope of Approval 
4.04.160 Reapplying for a Cannabis Business License 
4.04.170 Term of a Cannabis Business License. 
4.04.180 Renewal of Cannabis Business Licenses 
4.04.190  Existing Cannabis Business Licensees. 
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4.04.200 Revocation of Licenses 
4.04.210 Effect of State License Suspension 
4.04.220   Effect of State License Revocation 
4.04.230 Appeals 
4.04.240 Written Request for Appeal 
4.04.250 Grounds for Appeal 
4.04.260 Appeal Hearing Process 
4.04.270 Administrative Hearing and Proceedings 
4.04.280 Change in location; Updated Application Form 
4.04.290 Transfer of Cannabis Business License 
4.04.300 City Business License 
4.04.310 Building Permits and Inspection 
4.04.320 Authorization from the Planning Division 
4.04.330 Right to Occupy and to Use Property 
4.04.340 Location and Design of Cannabis Businesses 
4.04.350 Limitations on City’s Liability 
4.04.360 Records and Recordkeeping 
4.04.370 Security Measures 
4.04.380 Fees and Charges 
4.04.390 General Operating Requirements 
4.04.400 Amendments to General Operating Requirements 
4.04.410 Operating Requirements for Store Front/Retail Facilities 
4.04.420 Operating Requirements for Non-Store Front Retailer 
4.04.430 Retailer, Non-Store Front Retailer and Microbusiness Delivery Vehicle 

Requirements 
4.04.440 Operating Requirements for Distributors 
4.04.450 Operating Requirements for Testing Labs 
4.04.460 Operating Requirements for Cannabis Manufacturing: Edibles and Other 

Cannabis Products; Sale of Edible and Other Cannabis Products 
4.04.470 Commercial Cannabis Cultivation Prohibited 
4.04.480 Operating Requirements for Out-of-City Delivery Services 
4.04.490 Permissible Delivery Locations and Customers 
4.04.500 Promulgation of Regulations, Standards and Other Legal Duties 
4.04.510 Community Relations 
4.04.520 Fees Deemed Debt to the City 
4.04.530 License Holder Responsible for Violations 
4.04.540 Inspection and Enforcement 
4.04.550 Violations Declared a Public Nuisance 
 

4.04.010 Title.   
 
This Chapter shall be known as the Commercial Cannabis Activity Ordinance of the City of Visalia. 
 
4.04.020 Purpose and Intent. 
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It is the purpose and intent of this Chapter to implement the provisions of the Medicinal and 
Adult Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act (“MAUCRSA”) to accommodate the needs of 
medically-ill persons in need of cannabis for medicinal purposes as recommended by their health 
care provider(s), and to provide access to same.  It is also the purpose and intent of this Chapter 
to provide access to adult-use cannabis for persons aged 21 and over as authorized by the 
MAUCRSA, while imposing sensible regulations on the use of land to protect the City’s residents, 
neighborhoods, and businesses from disproportionately negative impacts. It is the purpose and 
intent of this Chapter to regulate the commercial cultivation, processing, manufacturing, testing, 
sale, delivery, and distribution of cannabis and cannabis products in a responsible manner to 
protect the health, safety, and welfare of the residents of the City and to enforce rules and 
regulations consistent with state law.   
 
4.04.030 Legal Authority.  
 
This Chapter is adopted pursuant to the authority granted to the City by Section 7 of Article XI of 
the California Constitution, Sections 50022.1-50022.8 and 50022.10 of the California 
Government Code, and the provisions of the MAUCRSA. 
 
4.04.040  Commercial Cannabis Activities Prohibited Unless Specifically Authorized by this 

Chapter. 
 
Except as specifically authorized by this Chapter, the commercial cultivation, manufacture, 
processing, storing, laboratory testing, labeling, sale, delivery, distribution, or transportation, of 
cannabis or cannabis products is expressly prohibited in the City. 
 
4.04.050   Compliance with State and Local Laws and Regulations. 
 
It is the responsibility of the owners and/or operators of any commercial cannabis business 
within the City limits to ensure that they operate in a manner compliant with this Chapter, all 
applicable state and local laws, and any regulations promulgated thereunder, including but not 
limited to the MAUCRSA. 
 
4.04.060 Definitions. 
 
All definitions pertaining to cannabis regulation that appear in Business and Professions Code 
Section 26001, as codified by the MAUCRSA, are hereby incorporated by reference. Definitions 
appearing in this ordinance are either those that are not covered by state law, pre-date the 
MAUCRSA, or are outside the scope of Business and Professions Code Section 26001. 
 

(A) “Applicant” means a person or entity that submits an application for a Cannabis Business 
License under this Chapter. 

 
(B) “Cannabis” shall have the same meaning as that appearing in Business and Professions 
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Code Section 26001(f).  
 
(C) “Caregiver” or “primary caregiver” has the same meaning as that term is defined in Health 

and Safety Code Section 11362.7. 
 
(D) “City” shall mean the City of Visalia, California and shall include any officer, agent or 

employee of the City acting in their official capacity on behalf of the City in carrying out 
the provisions of this chapter. 

 
(E) “City Manager” shall mean the City of Visalia City Manager or their designee. 
 
(F) “Commercial cannabis business” or “cannabis business” means any business or operation 

which engages in medicinal or adult-use commercial cannabis activity. 
 
(G) “Cannabis Business License” means a regulatory license issued by the City pursuant to this 

Chapter, to a commercial cannabis business and is required before any commercial 
cannabis activity may be conducted in the City.  The initial license and annual renewal of 
a commercial cannabis business is made expressly contingent upon the business’ ongoing 
compliance with all of the requirements of this Chapter and any regulations adopted by 
the City governing the commercial cannabis activity at issue. 

 
(H) “Cannabis Business Licensee” or “Licensee” means a person or entity that has received a 

Cannabis Business License from the City as authorized under this Chapter. 
 

(I) “Delivery only medical marijuana retail” is a “cannabis business” operated by a state 
licensed nonstorefront retailer possessing a current M-license and Type 9 license from CA 
Department of Cannabis Control where medical marijuana is made available, and/or 
distributed by method of delivery only, with no on-site customer services of any kind, to 
medicinal cannabis patients, as defined in Section 11362.7 of the Health and Safety Code, 
who possess a physician’s recommendation that complies with Article 25 (commencing 
with Section 2525) of Chapter 5 of Division 2, or a qualified patient or primary caregiver 
for a qualified patient issued a valid identification card pursuant to Section 11362.71 of 
the Health and Safety Code. 

 
(J) “Dispensing” means any activity involving the retail sale of cannabis or cannabis products 

from a retailer. 
 
(K) “Distributor” shall have the same meaning as that appearing in Section 26070 of the 

Business and Professions Code, and have been issued, or intends to operate under a Type 
11 or Type 13 license from the CA Department of Cannabis Control. 
 

(L) “Limited-access area” means an area in which cannabis is stored or held and is only 
accessible to a licensee and authorized personnel.   
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(M) “Manufactured cannabis” means raw cannabis that has undergone a process whereby the 
raw agricultural product has been transformed into a concentrate, extraction or other 
manufactured product intended for internal consumption through inhalation or oral 
ingestion or for topical application. 

 
(N) “Manufacturer” shall have the same meaning as that appearing in Section 26130 of the 

Business and Professions Code, and have been issued, or intends to operate under any 
type of manufacturing license issued by the CA Department of Cannabis Control except 
for Type 7 as volatile solvent-based cannabis manufacturing uses shall be prohibited.  

 
(O) “Manufacturing site” means a location that produces, prepares, propagates, or 

compounds cannabis or cannabis products, directly or indirectly, by extraction methods, 
independently by means of chemical synthesis, or by a combination of extraction and 
chemical synthesis, and is owned and operated by a person issued a valid Cannabis 
Business License for cannabis manufacturing from the City of Visalia and, a valid state 
license as required for manufacturing of cannabis products. 

 
(P) “Medical Marijuana” means the use of marijuana for the purposes set forth in the 

Compassionate Use Act and the Medical Marijuana Program Act, which was adopted by 
California voters as Proposition 215 in 1996, found in California Health and Safety Code 
Sections 11362.5 and 11362.7 et seq. 

 
(Q) “Microbusiness” shall mean a commercial cannabis business that has been issued, or 

intends to operate under a Type 12 license from the CA Department of Cannabis Control 
and may not conduct storefront retail activities or any form of cultivation activities other 
than that of the “Processor” sub license type of the Cultivation licenses issued by the CA 
Department of Cannabis Control. 

 
(R) “Non-retail business” means a wholesale business which includes cultivation, processing, 

manufacturing, distribution, and/or testing labs. 
 
(S) “Non-storefront retailer” is a subset of “Retailer” and is a licensed retail business that is 

closed to the public and provides product to customers solely by means of a delivery 
service which the retailer owns and controls. 

 
(T) “Non-volatile solvent” means any solvent used in the extraction process that is not a 

volatile solvent as defined by state law. For purposes of this Chapter, a non-volatile 
solvent includes carbon dioxide (CO2) used for extraction and ethanol used for extraction 
or post-extraction processing. 

 
(U) “Owner” means any of the following: 

 
(1) A person with an aggregate ownership interest of 5 percent or more in the 

commercial cannabis business, unless the interest is solely a security, lien or 
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encumbrance. 
 
(2) An individual who manages, directs, or controls the operations of the commercial 

cannabis business, including but not limited to: 
 

(a) A member of the board of directors of a nonprofit. 
(b) A general partner of a commercial cannabis business that is organized as a 

partnership. 
(c) A non-member manager or manager of a commercial cannabis business that 

is organized as a limited liability company. 
(d) The trustee(s) and all persons who have control of the trust and/or the 

commercial cannabis business that is held in trust. 
(e) An individual with the authority to provide strategic direction and oversight 

for the overall operations of the commercial cannabis business, such as the 
chief executive officer, president or their equivalent, or an officer, director, 
vice president, general manager or their equivalent. 

(f) An individual with the authority to execute contracts on behalf of the 
commercial cannabis business. 

(g) When an entity is an owner in a commercial cannabis business, all entities and 
individuals with a financial interest in the entity shall be disclosed to the City 
and may be considered owners of the commercial cannabis business. For 
example, this includes all entities in a multi-layer business structure, as well as 
the chief executive officer, members of the board of directors, partners, 
trustees and all persons who have control of a trust and managing members 
or non-member managers of the entity. Each entity disclosed as having a 
financial interest must disclose the identities of persons holding financial 
interests until only individuals remain. 

 
(V)  “Package” means any container or receptacle used for holding cannabis or cannabis 

products. 
 

(W) “Park” means  all parks and their associated open spaces, park amenities, buildings 
and recreation centers used by the public within the boundaries of the city limits of the 
city, and which are owned, operated and/or maintained by the city.  

 
(X) “Patient” or “qualified patient” shall have the same meaning as that contained in 

California Health and Safety Code Section 11362.7 et seq., as it may be amended, and 
which includes within its definition a person who is entitled to the protections of 
California Health & Safety Code Section 11362.22. 

 
(Y) “Person” shall mean any individual, firm, partnership, joint venture, association, 

corporation, limited liability company, estate, trust, business trust, receiver, syndicate, or 
any other group or combination acting as a unit. 

 



 

 
Page 7 of 96 

(Z) “Person with an identification card” shall have the same meaning as that contained in 
California Health and Safety Code Section 11362.7. 

 
(AA) “Processing” or “Processor” means a business or facility that conducts only trimming, 

drying, curing, grading, packaging, or labeling of cannabis and non-manufactured 
cannabis products. 

 
(BB) “Retailer” or “Storefront Retailer” shall have the same meaning as that contained in 

Section 26070(a)(1) of the California Business and Professions Code.  
 
(CC) “State license” means a permit or license issued by the State of California, or one of its 

departments or divisions, under the MAUCRSA and any subsequent related State of 
California legislation, to engage in cannabis activity.  A state license alone will not 
authorize the holder to operate a cannabis business, as state law also requires a license 
or other authorization issued by a local jurisdiction. 

 
(DD) “Testing Laboratory” shall have the same meaning as that appearing in Section 26100 of 

the Business and Professions Code, and have been issued, or intends to operate under a 
Type 8 license issued by the CA Department of Cannabis Control. 

 
(EE) “Topical cannabis” means a product intended for external application and/or absorption 

through the skin. A topical cannabis product is not considered a drug as defined by 
California Health and Safety Code Section 109925. 

 
(FF) “Transport” means the transfer of cannabis products from the licensed business location 

of one state licensee to the licensed business location of another state licensee, for the 
purposes of conducting cannabis activity authorized by the MAUCRSA which may be 
amended or repealed by any subsequent related State of California legislation.  Transport 
can only be performed by state licensed distributors and does not include deliveries of 
cannabis or cannabis products.  

 
(GG) "Volatile solvent" means a solvent as defined by Health and Safety Code Section 

11362.3(b)(3) as of the effective date of this article and as subsequently amended. 
 
(HH) “Youth center” means any: 

 
(1) Public or private facility that is primarily used to host recreation or social activities 

for minors, including, but not limited to: 
 

(a) Private youth membership organizations or clubs, 
(b) Social service teenage club facilities, and 
(c) Must be used for youth activities at least 60 percent of the time in a calendar 

year. 
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(2) This definition shall not include any private martial arts, yoga, ballet, music, art 
studio or similar studio of this nature nor shall it include any private gym, athletic 
training facility, pizza parlor, dentist office, doctor’s office primarily serving children 
or a location which is primarily utilized as an administrative office or facility for 
youth programs or organizations. 

 
4.04.070 Cannabis Business License Required to Engage in Cannabis Business. 
 
No person may engage in any cannabis business within the City including cultivation, 
manufacture, processing, laboratory testing, distributing, dispensing, or sale of cannabis or a 
cannabis product unless the person meets all of the following requirements:  

 
(A) Possess a valid Cannabis Business License from the City;  
 
(B) Possess a valid State of California Seller’s Permit; and  
 
(C) Is currently in compliance with all applicable state and local laws and regulations 

pertaining to the cannabis business and the cannabis activities, including the duty to 
obtain any required state licenses.  

 
4.04.080   Evidence of Cannabis Owners and/or Employees Background Check Required. 
 

(A) Any person who is an owner, employee or who otherwise works within a cannabis 
business must be legally authorized to do so under applicable state law. 

 
(B) Cannabis business owners, operators, investors, managers, and employees shall be 

required to submit to a criminal background check for themselves and all persons in 
their employment. 

 
(C) The City shall conduct criminal background checks which must at a minimum identify 

the following: 
 
(1) Whether the individual applying for employment has ever been convicted of a 

violent felony as defined by California Penal Code 667.5 or equivalent offenses in 
other states; 

 
(2) Whether the owner or employee has ever been convicted of a felony for hiring, 

employing, or using a minor in transporting, carrying, selling, giving away, 
preparing for sale, or peddling, any controlled substance to a minor; or selling, 
offering to sell, furnishing, offering to furnish, administering, or giving any 
controlled substance to a minor; or 

 
(3) Whether the owner or employee has ever been convicted of a felony for drug 

trafficking with enhancements pursuant to Section 11370.4 or 11379.8 of the 
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Health and Safety Code  
 

(D) Evidence of a conviction of any the offenses enumerated in Section 4.04.080(c) of this 
Code shall be grounds for denial of employment.  

 
(E) Violation of Section 4.04.080 of this Code shall be grounds for immediate suspension of 

the business’ operating Cannabis Business License, pending a hearing before the City 
Manager within 30 days for a final determination of the status of the license.  

 
(F) Employee permit required. 

 
(1) Every employee or independent contractor working at a commercial cannabis 

business or involved in transportation/delivery related services for a cannabis 
business shall obtain an employee permit. It shall be the duty of the commercial 
cannabis business to ensure that employee permits are obtained from the Visalia 
Police Department prior to the employee or independent contractor commencing 
work. Persons who are listed as a business owner on a regulatory permit shall not 
be required to obtain an employee permit if such person also serves as an 
employee or contractor. All responsible parties, except the business owner, shall 
be required to obtain an employee permit. 
    

(2) Each employee and independent contractor shall be required to provide the 
following information under penalty of perjury, so that the Visalia Police 
Department perform a background check: 

 
(a) Name, current resident address, and telephone number; 
(b) Date of birth; 
(c) Tax identification number; 
(d) Height, weight, color of eyes, and hair; 
(e) Photographs for identification purposes; 
(f) Be fingerprinted by the Police Department; 
(g) Such other identification and information as deemed necessary by the Chief 

of Police and pertinent to the employee permit; 
(h) Authorization for the city, its agents and employees to seek verification of 

the information contained within the application; 
(i) The name of the business owner holding the regulatory permit and the 

operator for which such person is proposed to work. 
 

4.04.090   Personnel Prohibited from Holding a License or from Employment with a Cannabis 
Business Licensee. 

 
(A) Any person, including but not limited to any individual, firm, partnership, joint venture, 

association, corporation, limited liability company, estate, trust, business trust, 
receiver, syndicate, or any other group or combination acting as a unit, in which any of 
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the following actions or notices have been issued for non-compliance, shall not be 
eligible to obtain a Cannabis Business License from the City or from employment with a 
Cannabis Business Licensee in the City of Visalia:   

 
(1) The applicant has been denied a cannabis license or permit, or has had a cannabis 

license or permit suspended or revoked by any city, county, city and county or any 
other state cannabis licensing authority;  

 
(2) The applicant was notified by the state, county, or city that it was conducting 

cannabis activity in violation of City ordinances, codes, and requirements, and 
failed to cure the violation in a timely manner; 

 
(3) Evidence that the applicant is delinquent in payment of federal, state, or local 

taxes and/or fees, and took no steps to cure the delinquency when notified by the 
appropriate agencies;   

 
(4) As of August 3, 2026, applicant was conducting cannabis activity in the City of 

Visalia in violation of local and state law.  
 

(B) No person shall be issued a Cannabis Business License to operate if that person enters 
into either a verbal or written agreement to lease, sublease, or any other agreement for 
any terms of use of the premises granted by a property owner, commercial broker or 
any third party, that is in violation of Sections 4.04.080 and 4.04.090 (A) of this Code. 
 

4.04.100 Number and Type of Authorized Cannabis Businesses Licensed.  
 
Unless and until otherwise established by resolution of the City Council, the allowable number of 
any and all types of cannabis businesses as defined under Section 26050(a) of the California 
Business and Professions Code shall be set at zero, with the exception of Delivery only medical 
marijuana retail businesses which shall not be limited as required by CA Senate Bill 1186, The 
“Medicinal Cannabis Patients’ Right of Access Act.”  
 

(A) The City Council may at any time by resolution choose to set an allowable number 
greater than zero for any or all types of cannabis businesses to be licensed to operate 
within the City, other than manufacturing using any volatile solvent or any commercial 
cultivation other than the Processor sub license type, as those uses shall be prohibited. 

 
(B) The permissive language in this ordinance describing the terms and conditions under 

which any type of commercial cannabis business may operate shall not be interpreted 
to allow such businesses unless or until such time as the City Council sets an allowable 
number greater than zero by resolution as described under Section 4.04.100(A). 

 
(C) The City Council shall not allow any person, business or facility that conducts commercial 

cannabis cultivation other than the Processor sub license type or manufacturing using 
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any volatile solvent to be licensed to operate within the City other than by amendment 
to this ordinance. 

4.04.110 Community Benefits. 
 

(A) The application procedure process shall include a component on community benefits, 
which shall be negotiated and agreed to by the City.  
 

(B) Any community benefits that a cannabis business agrees to provide shall be incorporated 
into the terms and conditions under which the cannabis business will operate with the 
City’s approval, if and when a Cannabis Business License is issued. Such terms and 
conditions shall be in addition to the requirements of this Chapter.   

 
(C) Delivery only medical marijuana retail business applicants are not required to execute a 

Community Benefit Agreement.   
 

4.04.120   City’s Reservation of Rights.   
  

The City reserves the right to reject any or all applications for a Cannabis Business License.  Prior 
to such license issuance, the City may modify, postpone, or cancel any request for applications, 
at any time without liability, obligation, or commitment to any party, firm, or organization, to the 
extent permitted under California law. Persons submitting applications assume the risk that all 
or any part of the program, or any particular category of license potentially authorized under this 
Chapter, may be cancelled at any time prior to license issuance.  The City further reserves the 
right to request and obtain additional information from any candidate submitting an application. 
In addition to a failure to comply with other requirements in this Chapter, an application may be 
rejected for any of the following reasons:   
 

(A) The application was received after the designated time and date of the deadline. 
 
(B) The application did not contain the required elements, exhibits, or was not organized in 

the required format. 
 

(C) The application was considered not fully responsive to the request for a license 
application, i.e. was substantially incomplete.  

 
4.04.130  Procedure Guidelines and Review Criteria to Evaluate Cannabis Business 

Applications. 
 

(A) The City Council shall adopt Procedure Guidelines and Review Criteria for the City’s 
evaluation of cannabis business license applications by resolution. 

 
(B) The Procedure Guidelines shall provide the process for soliciting applications including 

time frames, limitations, requirements, forms, and rules for completing applications. 
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(C) The Procedures Guidelines shall include an objective checklist of required documentation 
to ensure that all applications are complete and have provided all necessary information 
to meet the required criteria. 

 
(D) The Review Criteria shall include detailed instructions on the methodology to be used for 

the final selection process to determine which applicants will be granted licenses.  
 
(E) The City Manager shall be authorized to prepare any necessary forms and adopt any 

necessary rules to implement the Procedure Guidelines and Review Criteria.  
 
(F) At the time of filing, each applicant shall pay an application fee established by resolution 

of the City Council to cover all costs incurred by the City in the application process. 
 

(G) A delivery only medical marijuana retail business may be issued their cannabis business 
license by demonstrating they completed background review requirements and that their 
proposed business will meet all applicable operational requirements and qualifications 
identified in Chapter 4.04 for a cannabis business and pay all appropriate fees.    

 
4.04.140  Exercise of a Cannabis Business License. 
 

(A) Each Cannabis Business License issued pursuant to this Chapter shall expire on June 30th 
following the date of issuance.  Cannabis Business Licenses may be renewed as provided 
in section 4.04.180. 

 
(B) A Cannabis Business License that has not begun operations at a site within Visalia shall be 

considered conditional and shall be exercised within twelve (12) months of issuance or be 
subject to revocation under section 4.04.200.  Exercised shall be when any of the 
following occur: 

 
(1) A Certificate of Occupancy has been issued, 
 
(2) The permitted use(s) has commenced on the site, and 
 
(3) A City Building Permit or Grading Permit is secured, and construction lawfully 

commenced. 
 
4.04.150  Scope of Approval.  
 

(A) If a location has not been in regular and continuous operation in the preceding four (4) 
months, it shall be considered abandoned unless mitigating circumstance occur which 
was beyond the control of the Licensee and an extension has been authorized by the City 
Manager. 

 
(B) The approval of a new use shall terminate all rights and approvals of a Cannabis Business 
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License occupying the same site or location.  
 
4.04.160 Reapplying for a Cannabis Business License.  
 
If an application is denied a license due to a disqualifying factor such as failing a background check 
or not complying with any state, or local jurisdictions regulatory requirements in which legal or 
administrative action has been taken, a new application may not be filed for one (1) year from 
the date of the denial. This section shall not apply to an approved applicant not awarded a license 
resulting from the City not selecting them for one of the licenses in the application process.  
 
4.04.170 Term of a Cannabis Business License.  
 
All licenses issued under the provisions of this chapter shall be effective for a period not to exceed 
one (1) year, other than their initial term which may be shorter or longer to align with the June 
30th renewal date.  The City Manager may renew a license through the procedures identified in 
section 4.04.180 of this Code. 
 
4.04.180 Renewal of Cannabis Business Licenses. 
 

(A) All Cannabis Business Licenses shall expire on June 30 of each year and shall require 
annual renewal. A Cannabis Business License granted to businesses that have not begun 
operations at a site within Visalia shall be automatically renewed but is subject to 
revocation if the Cannabis Business Licensee has not completed the requirements stated 
in section 4.04.140(B) within twelve months of the date the Cannabis Business License 
was initially issued by the City.  
 

(B) An application for renewal of a Cannabis Business License shall be filed at least sixty (60) 
calendar days prior to the expiration date of the current license. 

 
(C) The renewal application shall contain all the information required for new applications. 
 
(D) The applicant shall pay a fee in an amount to be set by the City Council to cover the costs 

of processing the renewal license application, together with any costs incurred by the City 
to administer the program created under this Chapter.  

 
(E) An application for renewal of a Cannabis Business License shall be rejected if any of the 

following exists: 
 

(1) The application is filed less than sixty (60) days before its expiration or a shorter time 
period which shall be at the discretion of the City Manager. 

 
(2) The Cannabis Business License is suspended or revoked at the time of the 

application. 
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(3) The Cannabis Business has not been in regular and continuous operation in the four 
(4) months prior to the renewal application or the approved extension of the 
deadline from the City Manager. This does not apply to new cannabis businesses in 
their first cannabis business license year that may not have yet opened their 
business.  

 
(4) The Cannabis Business has failed to conform to the requirements of the Cannabis 

Business License or this Chapter or any regulations adopted pursuant to this 
Chapter. 

 
(5) The licensee fails or is unable to renew its State of California license. 
 
(6) If the state has determined, based on substantial evidence, that the licensee or 

applicant is in violation of the requirements of the state rules and regulations and 
the state has determined that the violation is grounds for termination or revocation 
of the Cannabis Business License. 

 
(F) The City Manager is authorized to make all decisions concerning the issuance of a renewal 

license.  In making the decision, the City Manager is authorized to impose additional 
conditions to a renewal license, if it is determined to be necessary to ensure compliance 
with state or local laws and regulations or to preserve the public health, safety, or welfare.  
Appeals from the decision of the City Manager shall be handled pursuant to this Chapter.
     

(G) If a renewal application is denied, a person may file a new application pursuant to this 
Chapter not sooner than one (1) year from the date of the denial. 

 
4.04.200  Revocation of Licenses.   
 

(A) Cannabis Business Licenses may be revoked for any violation of any state or local laws, 
and/or rules, and/or standards, policies, procedures, or regulations in this Chapter 
relating to cannabis.  
 

(B) A Cannabis Business License may be revoked from any Licensee that has not received their 
Certificate of Occupancy, is open, and operating within 24 months of initial issuance of 
their Commercial Cannabis Business License. 

 
4.04.210  Effect of State License Suspension. 
 
Suspension of a license issued by the State of California, or by any of its departments or divisions, 
shall immediately suspend the ability of a cannabis business to operate within the City until the 
State of California or its respective department or division reinstates or reissues the State license.   
 
4.04.220  Effect of State Revocation.  
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Revocation of a license issued by the State of California, or by any of its departments or divisions, 
shall immediately suspend the ability of a cannabis business to operate within the City until the 
State of California or its respective department or division takes appropriate action.  Should the 
state revoke a license, the cannabis business owner may re-apply for a local license at such time 
as it can demonstrate that the grounds for revocation of the license by the state no longer exist 
or that the underlying deficiency has otherwise been cured. 
 
4.04.230 Appeals.  
 
Appeals relating to denial of an application or other process established by the City Council; to 
revoke or suspend a license; to deny renewal of an application for a license; or to add conditions 
to a license shall be conducted as prescribed in this Chapter.   
 
4.04.240   Written Request for Appeal.   
 

(A) Within ten (10) calendar days after the date of a decision of the City Manager to revoke, 
suspend or deny an initial or renewed license application or to add conditions to a license, 
an Applicant or Licensee may appeal such action by filing a written appeal with the City 
Clerk setting forth the reasons why the decision was not proper.   

 
(B) At the time of filing the appellant shall pay the designated appeal fee, established by 

resolution of the City Council from time to time.  
 
4.04.250 Grounds for Appeal.  

 
(A) Denial of Initial License Decision.  A hearing officer appointed by the City Manager will 

hear appeals that address the following issues: 
 
(1) Any deviation from the City’s published Procedure Guidelines and Review Criteria 

that adversely affected the applicant by altering the outcome of the City’s decision 
on the Applicant’s application. Examples of appealable deviations are:  

 
(a) Failure on the part of the City to provide appropriate notification regarding 

changes to the application process via website postings and/or email to the 
Applicant prior to the time the application was submitted; 

 
(b) Failure on the part of the City to provide an Applicant an equal opportunity to 

modify an application where that opportunity was provided to other 
applicants; 

 
(B) Any appeal based upon this Section 4.04.250 must be supported by evidence that the 

Applicant presented the relevant information with completeness and in the appropriate 
section of the application.  Information presented in the application that is incomplete in 
nature or that is relevant to a question posed by the City on the application form but 



 

 
Page 16 of 96 

appears in the incorrect section, even if complete, may be grounds for the dismissal of 
the appeal.   
 

(C) A hearing officer appointed by the City Manager shall hear appeals relating to denial of a 
renewed application, to revoke or suspend a license, or to add conditions to an existing 
license. 

 
4.04.260  Appeal Hearing Process.   
 

(A) Within ten (10) calendar days after service of the notice of the decision of the City 
Manager to deny, revoke or suspend a license, to deny a renewed application for a 
license; or to add conditions to a license, the applicant or licensee may appeal such action 
by filing a written appeal with the City Clerk setting forth the reason why the decision was 
not proper. For an initial license application appeal, reasons shall be stated with specificity 
and shall address the issues outlined in Section 4.04.250 (a).  Date of service shall mean 
the date when a notice or written decision was personally delivered to the Applicant or 
licensee or the date when the notice was caused to be delivered by certified, first class 
mail. In cases in which the city can verify delivery of a notice to an applicant or in which 
an applicant is documented as refusing delivery, lack of receipt of the notice cannot form 
the basis for an appeal. It should be noted this appeal hearing process is limited to appeals 
of discretionary actions taken by the City of Visalia under this Chapter 4.04 and does not 
apply to any appeal related to decisions under the City of Visalia Zoning Ordinance, 
including but not limited to decisions by the Visalia Planning Commission for a Conditional 
Use Permit, which are to be addressed under the Zoning Ordinance.  

 
(B) The Notice of Appeal shall be in writing and signed by the person making the appeal 

(“Appellant”), or their legal representative, and shall contain the following:  
 
(1) Name, address, and telephone number of the appellant. 
 
(2) Specify decisions, actions, or a particular part thereof, made that are the subject of 

the appeal.  
 
(3) Include a true and correct copy of the notice issued by the City Manager for which 

the appellant is appealing.  
 
(4) State with specificity the reasons and grounds for making the appeal, including, but 

not limited to, a statement of facts upon which the appeal is based in sufficient 
detail to enable the City Council, or any appointed hearing officer, to understand 
the nature of the controversy, the basis of the appeal, and the relief requested.  

 
(5) All documents or other evidence pertinent to the appeal that the appellant requests 

the hearing officer or body to consider at the hearing.  
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(6) An appeal fee as established by Resolution of the City Council.  
 

(C) Failure of the City Clerk to receive a timely appeal constitutes a waiver of the right to 
appeal the notice issued by the City Manager. In this event, the City Manager’s notice of 
revocation, nonrenewal, or suspension shall be final.   

 
(D) In the event a written Notice of Appeal is timely filed, the nonrenewal, suspension, 

revocation shall not become effective until a final decision has been rendered and issued 
by the City Council or appointed hearing officer.  Notices of appeal not served in a timely 
manner or served by non-operational business shall not serve to allow such business to 
operate pending appeal. 

 
(E) If no appeal is timely filed in the event of a decision of nonrenewal, the Cannabis 

Businesses License shall expire at the conclusion of the term of the license.  If no appeal 
is timely filed in the event of a decision supporting suspension or revocation, the 
suspension or revocation shall become effective upon the expiration of the period for 
filing a written Notice of Appeal.   

   
4.04.270 Administrative Hearing and Proceedings. 
 

(A) Review by City Manager, Appointed Hearing Officer or Body; Administrative Hearing and 
Proceedings.  
 
(1) Appellants who file a timely written Notice of Appeal will be entitled to an 

administrative hearing before the City Manager, hearing officer or body as set forth 
by the City Council by Resolution. 

 
(2) Upon receipt by the City Clerk of a timely-filed Notice of Appeal pertaining to 

suspensions, revocations, or non-renewals the City Clerk shall forward such appeal 
to the hearing officer who shall schedule a hearing within thirty days (30) days. In 
the event such hearing cannot be heard within that time period or a mutually agreed 
upon time with the appellant, then the City Clerk shall schedule the appeal to be 
heard within forty-five (45) days or as reasonably possible.  

 
(3) The appellant(s) listed on the written Notice of Appeal shall be notified in writing of 

the date, time, and location of the hearing at least ten (10) days before the date of 
the hearing (“notice of appeal hearing”).   

 
(4) A request by an appellant or by the City to continue a hearing must be submitted to 

the City Clerk in writing no later than three (3) business days before the date 
scheduled for the hearing. The City Manager, appointed hearing officer or body may 
continue a hearing for good cause or on its own motion; however, in no event may 
the hearing be continued for more than thirty (30) calendar days, unless there is a 
stipulation by all parties to do so.  
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(B) At the date, time and location set forth in the Notice of Appeal hearing, the City Manager, 

appointed hearing officer or body shall hear and consider the testimony of the 
appellant(s), City staff, and/or their witnesses, as well as any documentary evidence 
properly submitted for consideration.   

 
(C) The following rules shall apply at the appeal hearing:  

 
(1) Appeal hearings are informal, and formal rules of evidence and discovery do not 

apply. However, rules of privilege shall be applicable to the extent they are 
permitted by law, and irrelevant, collateral, undue, and repetitious testimony may 
be excluded.  

 
(2) The City bears the burden of proof to establish the grounds for nonrenewal, 

suspension or revocation by a preponderance of evidence.  Appellant(s) bear the 
burden of proof regarding denial of an Applicant’s application. 

 
(3) The issuance of the City Manager’s notice constitutes prima facie evidence of 

grounds for the denial, nonrenewal, suspension or revocation.   
 
(4) The hearing officer or body may accept and consider late evidence not submitted 

initially with the Notice of Appeal upon a showing by the appellant of good cause. 
The hearing officer or body shall determine whether a particular fact or set of facts 
amount to good cause on a case-by-case basis.  

 
(5) The appellant may bring a language interpreter to the hearing at their sole expense. 
 
(6) The City may, at its discretion, record the hearing by stenographer or court reporter, 

audio recording, or video recording.   If the appellant requests from the City that a 
court reporter, stenographer, or videographer be used, appellant shall bear the 
costs of same and shall deposit such fees prior to commencement of the 
administrative hearing.   

 
(D) If the appellant, or their legal representative, fails to appear at the appeal hearing, the 

City Manager, appointed hearing officer or body, may cancel the appeal hearing and send 
a notice thereof to the appellant by certified, first class mail to the address(es) stated on 
the Notice of Appeal. A cancellation of a hearing due to non-appearance of the appellant 
shall constitute the appellant’s waiver of the right to appeal and a failure to exhaust all 
administrative remedies. In such instances, the City Manager’s notice of decision is final 
and binding.  

 
(E) Final Decision.  Following the conclusion of the administrative hearing, the City Manager, 

appointed hearing officer or body shall issue a written decision within twenty (20) days 
which (i) determines if the action appealed from is affirmed or overturned and (ii) 
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specifies the reasons for the decision.  
 

(F) The written decision of the City Manager, appointed hearing officer or body shall provide 
that it is final and conclusive and is subject to the time limits set forth in California Code 
of Civil Procedure Section 1094.6 for judicial review. 

 
(G)  A copy of the written decision shall be served by certified, first class mail on the appellant.  

If the appellant is not the owner of the real property in which the cannabis business is 
located, or proposed to be located, a copy of the final decision may also be served on the 
property owner by first class mail to the address shown on the last equalized assessment 
roll. Failure of a person to receive a properly addressed final decision shall not invalidate 
any action or proceeding by the City pursuant to this Chapter.  

 
4.04.280  Change in location; updated application form. 
 

(A) If a Licensee at any time desires to change the location where any portion of the licensed 
activity is conducted, the Licensee shall first submit an updated application form to the 
City Manager for approval prior to the change in location. The process and the fees for 
the processing of the application form shall be the same as the process and fees set forth 
in Sections 4.04.180 and 4.04.280.    

 
(B) Within fifteen (15) calendar days of any other change in the information provided in the 

updated application form or any change in status of compliance with the provisions of 
this Chapter, including any change in the cannabis business ownership or management 
members, the applicant shall file an updated application form with the City Manager for 
review along with an application amendment fee.    

 
4.04.290  Transfer of Cannabis Business License. 

 
(A) The owner of a Cannabis Business License shall not transfer ownership or control of the 

license to another person or entity unless and until the transferee obtains an amendment 
to the license from the City Manager stating that the transferee is now the licensee. Such 
an amendment may be obtained only if the transferee files an application with the City 
Manager in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter (as though the transferee were 
applying for an original Cannabis Business License). The proposed transferee’s application 
shall be accompanied by a transfer fee in an amount set by resolution of the City Council 
(or if not set, shall be the same amount as the application fee). The transferee’s 
application will be treated as a new application, and will be evaluated according to 
procedures adopted by the City Manager, pursuant to Section 4.04.130, or Resolution by 
the City Council. 

 
(B) Cannabis Business Licenses issued through the grant of a transfer by the City Manager 

shall be valid for a period of one year, or until June 30th and shall be renewed in the same 
manner as a newly issued Cannabis Business License that is conditional on completion of 
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the requirements described in sections 4.404.140(B), and 4.04.180(A), beginning on the 
day the City Manager approves the transfer of the license.  Before the transferee’s license 
expires, the transferee shall apply for a renewal license and pay the appropriate fee in the 
manner required by this Chapter.    

 
(C) A Cannabis Business License shall not be transferred when the City has notified the 

Licensee in writing that the license has been or may be suspended or revoked. 
 
(D) Any attempt to transfer a Cannabis Business License either directly or indirectly in 

violation of this section is hereby declared a violation of the license and this ordinance. 
Such a purported transfer shall be deemed a ground for revocation of the license. 
 

(E) A Cannabis Business License shall not be transferred or otherwise sold within the first five 
(5) years of the date of issuance of the Cannabis Business License. The City Manager may 
waive this restriction in the case of extenuating circumstances, not related to the amount 
of cannabis being sold, but which may include but are not limited to unforeseen personal 
issues of the owners of the business seeking to transfer the Cannabis Business License 
that make it impossible for them to continue operating in Visalia. The burden to show 
such circumstances will be on the owners of the business seeking to transfer the Cannabis 
Business License and the City Manager has the sole discretion in determining whether 
qualifying circumstances exist. 

 
4.04.300  City Business Tax Certificate.   
 
Prior to commencing operations, a cannabis business shall obtain a City of Visalia business tax 
certificate, which is separate from and in addition to the requirements for a Cannabis Business 
License under this Chapter 4.04. 
 
4.04.310  Building Permits and Inspection.   
 
Prior to commencing operations, a Cannabis Business Licensee shall be subject to a mandatory 
building inspection and must obtain all required permits and approvals which would otherwise 
be required for any business of the same size and intensity operating in that zone. This includes 
but is not limited to obtaining any required building permit(s), Fire Department approvals, Police 
Department approval, Code Enforcement, Planning, and County Health Department approvals, 
and any other applicable zoning and land use permit(s) and approvals. 
 
4.04.320    Authorization from the Planning Division. 
   
Prior to commencing operations, a Cannabis Business must obtain authorization from the 
Planning Division certifying that the business is located on a site that meets all of the 
requirements of Sections 4.04.310, 4.04.330 and 4.04.340 of this Code.    
 
4.04.330 Right to Occupy and to Use Property.  
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Prior to the City ’s issuance of a Cannabis Business License pursuant to this Chapter, any person 
intending to open and to operate a cannabis business shall first provide sufficient evidence of the 
legal right to occupy and to use the proposed location.   If the proposed location will be leased 
from the property owner, the applicant shall be required to provide a signed and notarized 
statement from the owner of the property, acknowledging that the property owner has read this 
Chapter and consents to the operation of the cannabis business on the owner’s property. 
 
4.04.340  Location and Design of Cannabis Businesses. 
  

(A) A cannabis business must meet land use and building standards pursuant to Title 15 and 
Title 17 of this Code, including:   
 
(1) Conform with the City’s general plan, any applicable specific plan, master plan, and 

design requirements. 
 

(2) Comply with all applicable zoning and related development standards pursuant to 
Title 15 and Title 17 of this Code. 
 

(3) Be constructed in a manner that minimizes odors to surrounding uses, and 
promotes quality design and construction, and consistency with the surrounding 
properties.  
 

(4) Be adequate in size and shape to accommodate the yards, walls, fences, parking 
and loading facilities, landscaping and all items required for the development. 

 
(5) Be served by streets and/or alleys adequate in width and improved as necessary to 

carry the kind and quantity of traffic such use will generate. 
 

(6) Be provided with adequate electricity, sewerage, disposal, water, fire protection 
and storm drainage facilities for the intended purpose. 

 
(B) A storefront retailer cannabis business must meet the following rules relating to proximity 

to sensitive uses: 
 

(1) Shall be no closer than six hundred (600) feet from any zoned parcel in the City 
designated as a sensitive use under Section 4.04.340 (B) (2), and no closer than one 
hundred (100) feet from any zoned parcel in the City designated as a sensitive use 
under Section 4.04.340 (B) (3), that is in existence at the time the license is issued. 
The distance shall be determined by the horizontal distance measured in a straight 
line, without regard to intervening structures, as a radius from the primary entrance 
of the storefront retailer cannabis business to the property line of the sensitive use. 

 
(2) Sensitive uses include: 
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(a) A school providing instruction in kindergarten or any grades 1 through 12, 

(whether public, private, or charter, including pre-school, transitional 
kindergarten, and K-12). 
 

(b) A State licensed commercial daycare center. 
 

(c) A church. 
 

(d) A Youth Center. 
 

(e) Parks  
 

(3) All City Residential use zones (single-family residential and multi-family residential) 
 
(4) No storefront retailers shall be permitted in the Micro Brewery/Micro Winery 

Overlay District  
 

(C)  Cannabis businesses permitted to operate in light industrial or industrial zones shall 
only be permitted in the Visalia Industrial Park overlay. 
 

(D) As indicated in VMC Section 17.32.167, Delivery only medical marijuana retail 
businesses shall not be located Within five hundred (500) feet of any existing or planned 
public, private, or parochial schools, elementary schools, middle schools, or high schools 
located either inside or outside of the city limits.  
 
(1) As used in this section, “existing” means existing at the time the license application 

is submitted. “Planned” means property designated on the general plan of the city 
for such use, or other official planning documents of the city, or property owned 
or leased by the city for such use.   

 

 
4.04.350   Limitations on City’s Liability.  
 
To the fullest extent permitted by law, the City of Visalia shall not assume any liability whatsoever 
with respect to having issued a Cannabis Business License pursuant to this Chapter or otherwise 
approving the operation of any cannabis business. As a condition to the approval of any Cannabis 
Business License, the applicant shall be required to meet all of the following conditions before 
they can receive the Cannabis Business License: 
 

(A) Execute an agreement, in a form approved by the City Attorney, agreeing to indemnify, 
defend (at applicant’s sole cost and expense), and hold the City of Visalia, and its officers, 
officials, employees, representatives, and agents, harmless, from any and all claims, 
losses, damages, injuries, liabilities or losses which arise out of, or which are in any way 
related to, the City ’s issuance of the Cannabis Business License, the City ’s decision to 
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approve the operation of the cannabis business or activity, the process used by the City 
in making its decision, or the alleged violation of any federal, state or local laws by the 
cannabis business or any of its officers, employees or agents. 

 
(B) Maintain insurance at coverage limits, and with conditions thereon determined necessary 

and appropriate from time to time by the City Manager.  
 
(C) Reimburse the City for all costs and expenses, including but not limited to legal fees and 

court costs, which the City may be required to pay as a result of any legal challenge related 
to the City’s approval of the Applicant’s Cannabis Business License or related to the City 
’s approval of a cannabis activity. The City, at its sole discretion, may participate at its own 
expense in the defense of any such action, but such participation shall not relieve the 
applicant of any of the obligations imposed hereunder.  

 
4.04.360   Records and Recordkeeping. 

 
(A) Each owner and operator of a cannabis business shall maintain accurate books and 

records in an electronic format, detailing all of the revenues and expenses of the business, 
and all of its assets and liabilities.  On no less than an annual basis (at or before the time 
of the renewal of a Cannabis Business License issued pursuant to this Chapter), or at any 
time upon reasonable request of the City, each cannabis business shall file a sworn 
statement detailing the number and amount of sales by the cannabis business during the 
previous twelve-month period (or shorter period based upon the timing of the request), 
provided on a per-month basis.  The statement shall also include gross sales for each 
month, and all applicable taxes and fees paid or due to be paid.  On an annual basis, each 
owner and operator shall submit to the City a financial audit of the business’s operations 
conducted by an independent certified public accountant. Each licensee shall be subject 
to a regulatory compliance review and a gross receipts financial audit, where applicable, 
as determined by the City. 

 
(B) Each owner and operator of a cannabis business shall maintain a current register of the 

names and the contact information (including the name, address, and telephone number) 
of anyone owning or holding an interest in the cannabis business, and separately of all 
the officers, managers, employees, agents, and volunteers currently employed or 
otherwise engaged by the cannabis business. The register required by this paragraph shall 
be provided to the City Manager upon a reasonable request. 

 
(C) All cannabis businesses shall maintain an inventory control and reporting system that 

accurately documents the present location, amounts, and descriptions of all cannabis and 
cannabis products for all stages of the growing and production or manufacturing, 
laboratory testing processes until purchase as set forth in the MAUCRSA. 

 
4.04.370 Security Measures.  
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(A) A Cannabis Business Licensee shall implement sufficient security measures to deter and 
prevent the unauthorized entrance into areas containing cannabis or cannabis products 
and to deter and prevent the theft of cannabis or cannabis products at the cannabis 
business. Except as may otherwise be determined by the City Manager, these security 
measures shall include, but may not be limited to, all of the following: 
 
(1) Exterior lighting systems (including motion sensors) for after-hours security as 

approved by the Police Chief and/or the Building and Engineering Director where 
applicable.  

 
(2) Preventing individuals from remaining on the premises of the cannabis business if 

they are not engaging in an activity directly related to the licensed operations of the 
cannabis business. In cases in which the individual will not voluntarily leave the 
premises, the cannabis employee shall contact the Police Department.  

 
(3) Establishing limited access areas accessible only to authorized cannabis business 

personnel. 
 
(4) All finished cannabis goods at non-retail cannabis businesses shall be stored in 

secured and locked vault or vault-equivalent during non-operating hours. All safes 
and vaults used to store cash and/or cannabis goods shall be compliant with 
Underwriter Laboratories burglary-resistant and fire-resistant standards. All 
cannabis and cannabis products, including live clone plants that are being sold, shall 
be kept in a manner as to prevent diversion, theft, and loss.  

 
(5) Installing 24-hour security surveillance cameras of at least high-definition (HD) 

quality to monitor all entrances and exits to and from the premises, all interior 
spaces within the cannabis business which are open and accessible to the public, all 
interior spaces where cannabis, cash, or currency, is being stored for any period of 
time on a regular basis and all interior spaces where diversion of cannabis could 
reasonably occur. All cameras shall record in color. All exterior cameras shall be in 
weather-proof enclosures, shall be located so as to minimize the possibility of 
vandalism, and shall have the capability to automatically switch to black and white 
in low light conditions. The cannabis business shall be responsible for ensuring that 
the security surveillance camera’s footage is remotely accessible by the City 
Manager, and that it is compatible with the City’s software and hardware.  In 
addition, if required, remote and real-time, live access to the video footage from the 
cameras shall be provided to the Police Chief at the expense of the licensee.  Video 
recordings shall be maintained for a minimum of ninety (90) days and shall be made 
available to the Police Chief upon request.  Video shall be of sufficient quality for 
effective prosecution of any crime found to have occurred on the site of the 
cannabis business and shall be capable of enlargement via projection or other 
means.  Internet Protocol address information shall be provided to the Police 
Department by the cannabis business, to facilitate remote monitoring of security 
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cameras by the Department or its designee. Each business shall have network 
security protocols that are certified by Underwriters Laboratories.  

 
(6) Sensors shall be installed to detect entry and exit from all secure areas and shall be 

monitored in real time by a security company licensed by the State of California 
Bureau of Security and Investigative Services. 

 
(7) Having a professionally installed, maintained, and monitored real-time alarm 

system by a security company licensed by the State of California Bureau of Security 
and Investigative Services. The licensee shall be required to obtain an alarm permit 
from the Police Department.    

 
(8) Any security measures, such as bars, installed on the windows or the doors of the 

cannabis business shall be installed only on the interior of the building. 
 
(9) Each cannabis business shall have the capability to remain secure during a power 

outage and shall ensure that all access doors are not solely controlled by an 
electronic access panel to ensure that locks are not released during a power outage. 

 
(10) Entrance areas are to be locked at all times and under the control of a designated 

responsible party that is either; (a) an employee of the cannabis business; or (b) a 
licensed security professional. 

 
(11) Each cannabis business shall have an accounting software system in place to provide 

point of sale data as well as audit trails of both product and cash, where applicable. 
 
(12) Each cannabis business shall demonstrate to the Police Chief, City Manager or their 

designees, compliance with the state’s track and trace system for cannabis and 
cannabis products. 

 
(13) Each cannabis business shall have a professionally installed video surveillance 

system, access control and intrusion alarm systems designed to protect the 
inventory, facility, and employees.  Each business shall have network security 
protocols that are certified by Underwriters Laboratories.  

 
(14) Emergency access and emergency evacuation plans that are in compliance with 

state and local fire safety standards. 
 

(B) Each cannabis business shall identify a designated security representative/liaison to the 
City, who shall be reasonably available to meet with the City Manager regarding any 
security related measures and/or operational issues. The designated security 
representative/liaison shall, on behalf of the cannabis business, annually maintain a copy 
of the current security plan on the premises of the business, to present to the City 
Manager upon request that meets the following requirements: 
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(1) Confirms that a designated Manager will be on duty during business hours and will 

be responsible for monitoring the behavior of employees. 
 
(2) Identifies all Managers of the cannabis business and their contact phone numbers. 
 
(3) Confirms that first aid supplies and operational fire extinguishers are located in the 

service areas and the Manager’s office. 
 
(4) Confirms that burglar, fire, and panic alarms are operational and monitored by a 

licensed security company 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and provides contact 
information for each licensed security company.  

 
(5) Identifies a sufficient number of licensed, interior, and exterior security personnel 

who will monitor individuals inside and outside the cannabis business, the parking 
lot, any adjacent property under the business’ control, and ensure that the parking 
lot is cleared of employees and their vehicles one-half hour after closing. All security 
personnel hired or contracted for by the licensee shall be licensed by the Bureau of 
Security and Investigative Services and shall comply with Chapters 11.4 and 11.5 of 
Division 3 of the Business and Professions Code. 

 
(C) As part of the application and licensing process each cannabis business shall have a 

storage and transportation plan, which describes in detail the procedures for safely and 
securely storing and transporting all cannabis, cannabis products, any hazardous 
materials that may be used by the business, and any currency.   

 
(D) The cannabis business shall cooperate with the City whenever the City Manager makes a 

request, with or without prior notice, to inspect or audit the effectiveness of any security 
plan or of any other requirement of this Chapter. 

 
(E) A cannabis business shall notify the City Manager within twenty-four (24) hours after 

discovering any of the following: 
 

(1) Significant discrepancies identified during inventory. The level of significance shall 
be determined by the regulations promulgated by the City Manager. 
 

(2) Diversion, theft, loss, or any criminal activity involving the cannabis business or any 
agent or employee of the cannabis business. 

 
(a) The loss or unauthorized alteration of records related to cannabis, customers 

or employees or agents of the cannabis business. 
 

(b) Any other breach of security. 
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(F) Compliance with the foregoing requirements shall be verified by the City Manager prior 
to commencing business operations.  The City Manager may supplement these security 
requirements once operations begin, subject to review by the City Manager if requested 
by the business owner. 

 
4.04.380    Fees and Charges. 
 

(A) No person may commence or continue any cannabis activity in the City, without timely 
paying in full all fees and charges required for the operation of a cannabis activity. Fees 
and charges associated with the operation of a cannabis activity shall be established by 
resolution of the City Council which may be amended from time to time. 

 
(B) All cannabis businesses authorized to operate under this Chapter shall pay all sales, use, 

business and other applicable taxes, and all license, permit, registration, and other fees 
required under federal, state, and local law.  Each  cannabis business shall cooperate with 
the City with respect to any reasonable request to audit the cannabis business’ books and 
records for the purpose of verifying compliance with this section, including but not limited 
to a verification of the amount of taxes or fees required to be paid during any period.  

 
(C) Prior to operating in the City and as a condition of issuance of a business license, the 

operator of each cannabis facility shall enter into an operational and/or community 
benefit agreement with the City setting forth the terms and conditions under which the 
cannabis facility will operate that are in addition to the requirements of this Chapter, 
including, but not limited to, public outreach and education, community service, payment 
of fees and other charges as mutually agreed, and such other terms and conditions that 
will protect and promote the public health, safety and welfare. Delivery only medical 
marijuana retail businesses are not required to enter into a community benefit 
agreement.  

 
4.04.390 General Operating Requirements. 
 

(A) Cannabis businesses may operate only during the hours specified in the Cannabis Business 
License issued by the City. Delivery only medical marijuana retail businesses shall abide 
by any applicable state law restricting hours of operation.  

 
(B) Restriction on Sales and Consumption. Cannabis shall not be consumed by any person on 

the premises of any cannabis business. No person shall cause or permit the sale, 
dispensing, or consumption of alcoholic beverages or tobacco on or about the premises 
of the cannabis business.   

 
(C) No cannabis or cannabis products or graphics depicting cannabis or cannabis products 

shall be visible from the exterior of any property issued a Cannabis Business License, or 
on any of the vehicles owned or used as part of the cannabis business. No outdoor storage 
of cannabis or cannabis products is permitted at any time. 
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(D) Reporting and Tracking of Product and of Gross Sales. Each cannabis business shall have 

in place a point-of-sale or management inventory tracking system to track and report on 
all aspects of the cannabis business including, but not limited to, such matters as cannabis 
tracking, inventory data, gross sales (by weight and by sale) and other information which 
may be deemed necessary by the City. The cannabis business shall ensure that such 
information is compatible with the City ’s record-keeping systems. In addition, the system 
must have the capability to produce historical transactional data for review. Furthermore, 
any system selected must be approved and authorized by the City Manager prior to being 
used by the licensee. 

 
(E) All cannabis and cannabis products sold, distributed, or manufactured shall be cultivated, 

manufactured, and transported by state licensed facilities that maintain operations in full 
conformance with the State and local regulations. 

 
(F) Emergency Contact. Each cannabis business shall provide the City Manager with the 

name, telephone number (both land line and mobile, if available) of an on-site employee 
or owner to whom emergency notice can be provided at any hour of the day. 

 
(G) Signage and Notices.  

 
(1) In addition to the requirements otherwise set forth in this section, business 

identification signage for a cannabis business shall conform to the requirements of 
Chapter 17.48 Signs, including, but not limited to, seeking the issuance of a City sign 
permit. 

 
(2) No signs placed on the premises of a cannabis business shall obstruct any entrance 

or exit to the building or any window. 
 
(3) Each entrance to a cannabis business shall be visibly posted with a clear and legible 

notice indicating that smoking, ingesting, or otherwise consuming cannabis on the 
premises or in the areas adjacent to the cannabis business is prohibited.  

 
(4) Signage for cannabis businesses other than storefront retailers shall be limited to 

that needed for identification only and shall not depict any image of cannabis or 
cannabis products nor shall it contain any logos or information that identifies, 
advertises, or lists the services or the products offered.   

 
(5) Licensed cannabis businesses shall be prohibited from advertising any cannabis 

business utilizing a billboard (fixed or mobile), bus shelter, placard, or any type of 
sign within the City’s jurisdiction that is prohibited under Section 17.48.040 of the 
VMC. This paragraph is not intended to place limitations on the ability of a cannabis 
business to advertise in other legally authorized forms, including on the internet, in 
magazines, or in other similar ways.  
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(H) Minors.   

 
(1) Persons under the age of twenty-one (21) years shall not be allowed on the premises 

of a cannabis business and shall not be allowed to serve as a driver for a mobile 
delivery service.  It shall be unlawful and a violation of this Chapter for any person 
to employ any person at a cannabis business who is not at least twenty-one (21) 
years of age. 

 
(2) The entrance to the cannabis business shall be clearly and legibly posted with a 

notice that no person under the age of twenty-one (21) years of age is permitted to 
enter upon the premises of the cannabis business. 

 
(I) Odor Control. Odor control devices and techniques shall be incorporated in all cannabis 

businesses to ensure that odors from cannabis are not detectable off-site.  Cannabis 
businesses shall provide a sufficient odor absorbing ventilation and exhaust system so 
that odor generated inside the cannabis business that is distinctive to its operation is not 
detected outside of the facility, anywhere on adjacent property or public rights-of-way, 
on or about the exterior or interior common area walkways, hallways, breezeways, foyers, 
lobby areas, or any other areas available for use by common tenants or the visiting public, 
or within any other unit located inside the same building as the  cannabis business. As 
such, cannabis businesses must install and maintain the following equipment, or any 
other equipment which the City Manager or his/her designee(s) determine is a more 
effective method or technology: 
 
(1) An exhaust air filtration system with odor control that prevents internal odors from 

being emitted externally; 
 
(2) An air system that creates negative air pressure between the cannabis business’s 

interior and exterior, so that the odors generated inside the cannabis business are 
not detectable on the outside of the cannabis business. 

 
(J) Display of License and City Business License.  The original copy of the Cannabis Business 

License issued by the City pursuant to this Chapter and the City issued business license 
shall be posted inside the cannabis business in a location readily visible to the public. 

 
(K) Background Check. Pursuant to California Penal Code Sections 11105(b)(11) and 

13300(b)(11), which authorizes City authorities to access state and local summary 
criminal history information for cannabis employment, licensing, or certification purposes 
and authorizes access to federal level criminal history information by transmitting 
fingerprint images and related information to the Department of Justice to be transmitted 
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, every person listed as an owner, investor, 
manager, supervisor, employee, contract employee or who otherwise works in a cannabis 
business must submit fingerprints and other information deemed necessary by the Police 
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Chief or his/her designee(s) for a background check by the City of Visalia Police 
Department. Pursuant to California Penal Sections 11105(b)(11) and 13300(b)(11), which 
requires that there be a requirement or exclusion from cannabis employment, licensing 
or certification based on specific criminal conduct on the part of the subject of the record, 
no person shall be issued a license to operate a cannabis business or be allowed to work 
in a cannabis business unless they have first cleared the background check, as determined 
by the Police Chief or his/her designee(s), as required by this section. A fee for the cost of 
the background investigation, which shall be the actual cost to the City of Visalia to 
conduct the background investigation as it deems necessary and appropriate, shall be 
paid at the time the application for a Cannabis Business License is submitted. Evidence of 
a conviction of any of the offenses enumerated in Business and Professions Code Section 
26057(b)(4), absent a Certificate of Rehabilitation, shall be grounds for immediate 
disqualification of the applicant. 

 
(L) Loitering. The owner and/or operator of a cannabis business shall prohibit loitering by 

persons outside the facility both on the premises and within fifty (50) feet of the premises. 
The cannabis business shall notify the Police Department if anyone continues to loiter 
around the building or premises after all reasonable action has been taken to remove the 
individual(s) and the action has failed to do so in a timely manner.  

 
(M) Permits and other Approvals. Prior to the establishment of any cannabis business or the 

operation of any such business, the person intending to establish a cannabis business 
must first obtain all applicable planning, zoning, building, and other applicable permits 
from the relevant governmental agency which may be applicable to the zoning district in 
which such cannabis business intends to establish and to operate pursuant to Section 
4.04.330 and all applicable requirements in this Chapter. 

 
(N) Each cannabis operator shall establish minimum training standards for all employees. The 

City Manager shall have the discretion to require other training for the business 
operations should the City identify deficiencies or non-compliance issues with City or 
state requirements.  

 
4.04.400   Amendments to General Operating Requirements. 
 
The City Manager may develop other cannabis business operational requirements or regulations 
as are determined to be necessary to protect the public health, safety, and welfare.  
 
4.04.410  Operating Requirements for Store Front/Retail Facilities. 
 

(A) No more than the number of cannabis retailers adopted by Council resolution may 
operate within the City at any one time and shall be issued a license by the City.  

 
(B) Retailers shall verify the age and all necessary documentation of each individual to ensure 

the customer is not under the age of eighteen (18) years.  If the potential customer is 18 
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to 20 years old, retailer shall confirm the customer’s possession of a valid doctor's 
recommendation and/or Health and Safety Code Section 11362.71 identification card 
(Medical Marijuana Card). For adult-use purchases, retailers shall verify that all customers 
are 21 years of age or older for the purchase of cannabis or cannabis products. 

 
(C) Individuals must show their government-issued identification, and, in the case of medical 

cannabis facilities, their physician’s recommendation, or a cannabis card issued pursuant 
to Health and Safety Code Section 11362.71 in order to gain access into the retailer. The 
government-issued identification and, if applicable, doctor’s recommendation or 
cannabis card must also be shown at the point-of-sale station at the time of purchase. 
Doctor recommendations are not to be obtained or provided at the retail location.  
 

(D) Uniformed security personnel shall be on-site during all business hours and must have a 
security patrol when closed. Security personnel must be licensed by the State of California 
Bureau of Security and Investigative Services personnel and shall be subject to the prior 
review and approval of the City Manager, with such approval not to be unreasonably 
withheld. Security personnel shall monitor site activity, control loitering and site access, 
and to serve as a visual deterrent to unlawful activities.  

 
(E) Retailers may have only that quantity of cannabis and cannabis products to meet the daily 

demand readily available for sale on-site in the retail sales area of the retailer.  Additional 
product may be stored in a secured, locked area to which customers, vendors, and visitors 
shall not have access.  

 
(F) All restroom facilities shall remain locked and under the control of management.  
 
(G) Retailers authorized to conduct retail activities shall only serve customers who are within 

the licensed premises, or at a delivery address that meets the requirements of this 
division.  

 
(1) The sale and delivery of cannabis goods shall not occur through a pass-through 

window or a slide-out tray to the exterior of the premises.   
 
(2) Retailers shall not operate as or with a drive-in or drive-through at which cannabis 

goods are sold to persons within or about a motor vehicle.   
 
(3) No cannabis goods shall be sold and/or delivered by any means or method to any 

person within a motor vehicle.  
 
(4) All cannabis goods sold by a retail business shall be contained in child-resistant 

packaging.  
 
(5) Retailers shall record point-of-sale areas and areas where cannabis goods are 

displayed for sale on the video surveillance system. At each point-of-sale location, 
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camera placement must allow for the recording of the facial features of any person 
purchasing or selling cannabis goods, or any person in the retail area, with sufficient 
clarity to determine identity.  

 
(6) A retail licensee who is engaged in retail sale shall hire or contract for security 

personnel who are at least 21 years of age to provide security services for the 
licensed retail premises. All security personnel hired or contracted for by the 
licensee shall be licensed by the Bureau of Security and Investigative Services and 
shall comply with Chapters 11.4 and 11.5 of Division 3 of the Business and 
Professions Code.    

 
(7) Panic buttons shall be installed in all storefront cannabis retailers with direct 

notification to the Police Department dispatch and shall be configured to 
immediately alert dispatch for the Police Department. 

 
(8) Signage for storefront retailers shall not depict any image of cannabis or cannabis 

products. No banners, flags, snipe signs, billboards, or other prohibited signs may 
be used at any time. No cannabis business shall advertise by having a person holding 
a sign and advertising the business to passersby, whether such person is on the 
premises of the cannabis business or elsewhere including, but not limited to, the 
public right-of-way.  

 
(H) Access to Retailer Premises.  

 
(1) Access to the premises of a retail licensee shall be limited to individuals who are at 

least 21 years of age.  
 
(2) Notwithstanding Section 4.04.390 (h)(1), individuals who are at least 18 years of age 

and in possession of a valid physician’s recommendation shall be granted access to 
the premises of a retail licensee for the sole purpose of purchasing medicinal 
cannabis consistent with the physician’s recommendation. 

 
(I) Authorized Sales.  A retailer shall only sell adult-use cannabis and adult-use cannabis 

products to individuals who are at least 21 years of age.  A retailer shall only sell medicinal 
cannabis or medicinal cannabis products to individuals who are at least 18 years of age, 
but not yet 21, if those individuals are in possession of a valid physician’s 
recommendation.  Medicinal cannabis sales to individuals 21 years of age and older are 
unrestricted. 

 
(J) Limited Access Areas.  A retailer shall establish limited-access areas and permit only 

authorized individuals to enter the limited-access areas.  Authorized individuals include 
individuals employed by the retailer as well as any outside vendors, contractors, or other 
individuals conducting business that requires access to the limited access area.  All 
individuals granted access to the limited access area shall be at least 21 years of age, and 
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if not employed by the retailer, shall be escorted at all times by an employee of the 
licensee. A retailer shall maintain a log of all individuals who are not employees who are 
granted access to the limited access area.  These logs shall be made available to the City 
Manager, Police Chief, or their designees upon request.   

 
(K) Operating hours of the Store Front Retailer License shall be limited to the hours of 9:00 

a.m. through 9:00 p.m., seven days a week. 
 
(L) Store Front/Retail Security Requirements.  All provisions incorporated within Section 

4.04.370 of this Code (Security Measures), are directly applicable to and binding on all 
cannabis businesses including all Store Front/Retail businesses.  

 
4.04.420 Retailer, Non-Store Front Retailer and Microbusiness Delivery Requirements. 

 
(A) Non-Store Front Retailer License Owners and Operators are required to verify the age and 

the necessary documentation of each customer. They must ensure that medical 
customers are at least eighteen (18) years of age and verify that the customer has a valid 
doctor’s recommendation. Doctor recommendations are not to be obtained or provided 
at the retail location. In the case of adult-use customers, they must verify that the 
customer is at least twenty-one (21) years of age. Sales shall only be made to persons 
matching this criteria. 

 
(B) All Store Front Retailers, Non-Store Front Retailers (delivery) and Microbusinesses which 

conduct deliveries into or within the City of Visalia shall be required to obtain a license 
from the City of Visalia in order to conduct retail sales regardless of whether they are 
located in the City or another local jurisdiction. 

 
(C) Operating hours of the Non-Store Front Retailer License or out of town retail delivery 

services shall be limited to the hours of 9:00 a.m. through 9:00 p.m., seven days a week. 
Delivery only medical marijuana retail businesses shall abide by any applicable state law 
restricting hours of operation.  

 
4.04.430  Retailer, Non-Store Front Retailer and Microbusiness Delivery Vehicle Requirements.   
 
Prior to commencing delivery operations, a cannabis Retailer, cannabis Non-Store Front Retailer 
and Microbusiness shall provide the following information to the City: 
 

(A) Proof of ownership of the vehicle or a valid lease for any and all vehicles that will be used 
to deliver cannabis or cannabis products. 

 
(B) The year, make, model, color, license plate number, and numerical Vehicle Identification 

Number (VIN) for any and all vehicles that will be used to deliver cannabis goods. 
 
(C) Proof of insurance as required in Section 4.04.350(b) for any and all vehicles being used 
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to deliver cannabis goods. 
 
(D) The licensee shall provide the City with the information required by this section in writing 

for any new vehicle that will be used to deliver cannabis goods prior to using the vehicle 
to deliver cannabis goods. 

 
(E) The licensee shall provide the City with any changes to the information required by this 

section in writing within thirty (30) calendar days.  
 
4.04.440    Operating Requirements for Distributors.  
 

(A) A distributor shall not store non-cannabis products or non-cannabis accessories that are 
to be sold to another party on any licensed premises. Additionally, a distributor shall not 
distribute non-cannabis products or non-cannabis accessories at a licensed premises. For 
the purposes of this section, non-cannabis products are any goods that do not meet the 
definition of cannabis goods as defined in Title 4, Division 19, Section 15000(i) of the 
California Code of Regulations.  

 
(B) After taking physical possession of a cannabis goods batch, the distributor shall contact a 

testing laboratory and arrange for a laboratory employee to come to the distributor’s 
licensed premises to select a representative sample for laboratory testing. The 
determination of which cannabis goods are to be included in the sample for laboratory 
testing shall be left to the sole discretion of the laboratory employee. 

 
(C) A distributor shall ensure that all cannabis goods batches are stored separately and 

distinctly from other cannabis goods batches on the distributor’s premises.  
 
(D) The distributor shall ensure that the batch size from which the sample is taken meets the 

requirements of state law, specifically the testing provisions within the California Code of 
Regulations.   

 
(E) A distributor or an employee of the distributor shall be physically present to observe the 

laboratory employee obtain the sample of cannabis goods for testing and shall ensure 
that the increments are taken from throughout the batch.  The sampling shall be video-
recorded, and the recording kept available to state and the City for a minimum of 180 
days, pursuant to Title 4, Division 42, Section 5305 of the California Code of Regulations.   

 
(F) A distributor shall not transport cannabis or cannabis products to a licensed or permitted 

retail facility until and unless it has verified that the cannabis or cannabis products have 
been tested and certified by a testing lab as being in compliance with state health and 
safety requirements pursuant to Title 16, Division 19, Sections 15705, 15710 and 15714 
of the California Code of Regulations.  

 
4.04.450 Operating Requirements for Testing Labs. 
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(A) Testing Labs shall be required to conduct all testing in a manner pursuant to Business and 

Professions Code Section 26100 and shall be subject to state and local law. Each Testing 
Lab shall be subject to additional regulations as determined from time to time as more 
regulations are developed under this Chapter and any subsequent State of California 
legislation regarding the same. 

 
(B) Testing Labs shall conduct all testing in a manner consistent with general requirements 

for the competence of testing and calibrations activities, including sampling using verified 
methods. 

 
(C) All cannabis testing laboratories performing testing shall obtain and maintain ISO/IEC 

17025 accreditation as required by the Department of Cannabis Control. 
 
(D) Testing labs shall destroy any harvest batch whose testing sample indicates 

noncompliance with health and safety standards required by the Department of Cannabis 
Control unless remedial measures can bring the cannabis or cannabis products into 
compliance with quality standards as specified by law and implemented by the 
Department of Cannabis Control. 

 
(E) Each operator shall ensure that a testing laboratory employee takes the sample of 

cannabis or cannabis products from the distributor’s premises for testing required by 
state law and that the testing laboratory employee transports the sample to the testing 
laboratory. 

 
(F) Except as provided by state law, a testing laboratory shall not acquire or receive cannabis 

or cannabis products except from a licensee or permittee in accordance with state law, 
and shall not distribute, sell, or dispense cannabis, or cannabis products, from the 
licensed or permitted premises from which the cannabis or cannabis products were 
acquired or received. All transfer or transportation shall be performed pursuant to a 
specified chain of custody protocol. 

 
(G) A testing laboratory may receive and test samples of cannabis or cannabis products from 

a qualified patient or primary caregiver only if the qualified patient or primary caregiver 
presents the qualified patient’s valid physician’s recommendation for cannabis for 
medicinal purpose. A testing lab shall not certify samples from a qualified patient or 
primary caregiver for resale or transfer to another party, licensee or permittee. All tests 
performed by a testing laboratory for a qualified patient or primary caregiver shall be 
recorded with the name of the qualified patient or primary caregiver and the amount of 
the cannabis or cannabis products received. 

 
4.04.460   Operating Requirements for Cannabis Manufacturing: Edibles and Other Cannabis 

Products; Sale of Edible and Other Cannabis Products.  
 



 

 
Page 36 of 96 

(A) Cannabis manufacturing shall only be licensed pursuant to Section 4.04.460 of this Code 
or any subsequent created manufacturing state license as defined in MAUCRSA and may 
be licensed to operate only within those zone districts as defined in the City’s Municipal 
Code.   

 
(B) Any compressed gases used in the manufacturing process shall not be stored on any 

property within the City in containers that exceeds the amount which is approved by the 
Visalia Fire Department and authorized by the regulatory permit. Each site or parcel 
subject to a Cannabis Business License shall be limited to a total number of compressed 
gas tanks as authorized by the Visalia Fire Department on the property at any time. 

 
(C) Cannabis manufacturing facilities may use heat, screens, presses, steam distillation, ice 

water, ethanol, and other methods without employing solvents or gases to create keef, 
hashish, bubble hash, or infused dairy butter, or oils or fats derived from natural sources, 
and other extracts.  

 
(D) If an extraction process uses a professional grade closed loop CO₂ gas extraction system 

every vessel must be certified by the manufacturer for its safe use as referenced in Section 
4.04.450(f). The CO₂ must be of at least ninety-nine percent purity. 

 
(E) Closed loop systems for compressed gas extraction systems must be commercially 

manufactured and bear a permanently affixed and visible serial number. 
 
(F) Certification from an engineer licensed by the State of California, or by a certified 

industrial hygienist, must be provided to the Building and Engineering Department for a 
professional grade closed loop system used by any cannabis manufacturing manufacturer 
to certify that the system was commercially manufactured, is safe for its intended use, 
and was built to codes of recognized and generally accepted good engineering practices, 
including but not limited to: 

 
(1) The American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME); 
 
(2) American National Standards Institute (ANSI); 
 
(3) Underwriters Laboratories (UL); or 
 
(4) The American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) 
 

(G) The certification document must contain the signature and stamp of the professional 
engineer or industrial hygienist and serial number of the extraction unit being certified. 

 
(H) Professional closed loop systems, other equipment used, the extraction operation, and 

facilities must be approved for their use by the Fire Department and meet any required 
fire, safety, and building code requirements specified in the California Building Reference 
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Codes. 
 
(I) Cannabis Manufacturing Facilities may use food grade glycerin, ethanol, and propylene 

glycol solvents to create or refine extracts.  Ethanol should be removed from the extract 
in a manner to recapture the solvent and ensure that it is not vented into the atmosphere. 

 
(J) Cannabis Manufacturing Facilities creating cannabis extracts must develop standard 

operating procedures, good manufacturing practices, and a training plan prior to 
producing extracts for the marketplace.   

 
(K) Any person using solvents or gases in a closed looped system to create cannabis extracts 

must be fully trained on how to use the system, have direct access to applicable material 
safety data sheets to handle, and store the solvents and gases safely. 

 
(L) Parts per million for one gram of finished extract cannot exceed state standards for any 

residual solvent or gas when quality assurance tested.   
 
4.04.470 Commercial Cannabis Cultivation Other Than Processor Sub License Prohibited. 
  

(A) Commercial cannabis cultivation of all kinds, including Outdoor, Mixed-Light or Indoor 
Cultivation, other than the Processor sub license type as defined by the California 
Department of Cannabis Control, shall be prohibited within the City and shall not be 
allowed other than by amendment to this ordinance.   
 

(B) Processor uses may conduct activities such as trimming, sifting, curing, drying, grading, 
packaging or labeling cannabis but not the growing of any amount of cannabis.  

 
4.04.480 Operating Requirements for Out-of-City Delivery Services.   
 
Prior to commencing operations, a cannabis out-of-City delivery service shall comply with the 
following requirements: 

 
(A) Obtain from the City a business tax certificate authorizing the delivery of cannabis and 

cannabis products within the City limits.  A copy of this tax certificate shall be retained by 
all drivers. 

 
(B) The retail business operating the delivery service shall provide the City Manager with 

evidence of a valid state license for a cannabis business on whose authorization the 
delivery service is performing the delivery function. 

 
(C) The retail business operating the delivery service shall furnish to the City Manager the 

year, make, model, license plate number, and numerical Vehicle Identification Number 
(VIN) for any and all vehicles that will be used to deliver cannabis goods. 
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4.04.490 Permissible Delivery Locations and Customers. 
 
Cannabis delivery businesses licensed to engage in delivery of cannabis and cannabis products 
inside the City of Visalia are subject to the following requirements:  
 

(A) A licensed cannabis business shall not deliver cannabis goods to an address located on 
publicly owned land or any address on land or in a building leased by a public agency. 

 
(B) A licensed cannabis business shall comply with all requirements of state and local law 

pertaining to the Cannabis Business License and all subsequent policies, procedures and 
regulations which may be amended by the City Manager from time to time in order to 
enforce this Chapter. 

 
(C) Any kiosk, i-Pad, tablet, smartphone, fixed location or technology platform, whether 

manned or unmanned, other than a retail location licensed by the city, that facilitates, 
directs, or assists the retail sale or delivery of cannabis or cannabis products is prohibited 
and shall be a violation of this Chapter.  

 
4.04.500 Promulgation of Regulations, Standards and Other Legal Duties. 
 

(A) In addition to any regulations adopted by the City Council, the City Manager is authorized 
to establish any additional rules, regulations and standards governing the issuance, denial 
or renewal of Cannabis Business Licenses, the ongoing operation of cannabis businesses 
and the City 's oversight, or concerning any other subject determined to be necessary to 
carry out the purposes of this Chapter.  

 
(B) Regulations shall be published on the City’s website. 
 
(C) Regulations promulgated by the City Manager shall become effective upon date of 

publication.  Cannabis businesses shall be required to comply with all state and local laws 
and regulations, including but not limited to any rules, regulations or standards adopted 
by the City Manager. 

 
4.04.510 Community Relations. 
 

(A) Each cannabis business shall provide the name, telephone number, and email address of 
a community relations contact to whom notice of problems associated with the cannabis 
business can be provided. Each cannabis business shall also provide the above 
information to all businesses and residences located within one hundred (100) feet of the 
cannabis business.  

 
(B) During the first year of operation pursuant to this Chapter, the owner, manager, and 

community relations representative from each cannabis business holding a license issued 
pursuant to this Chapter shall attend meetings with the City Manager, and other 
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interested parties as deemed appropriate by the City Manager, to discuss costs, benefits, 
and other community issues arising as a result of implementation of this Chapter. After 
the first year of operation, the owner, manager, and community relations representative 
from each such cannabis business shall meet with the City Manager when and as 
requested by the City Manager. 

 
(C) Cannabis businesses to which a license is issued pursuant to this Chapter shall develop a 

City approved public outreach and educational program for youth organizations and 
educational institutions that outlines the risks of youth addiction to cannabis, and that 
identifies resources available to youth related to drugs and drug addiction. 

 
4.04.520   Fees Deemed Debt to the City.  
 
The amount of any fee, cost or charge imposed pursuant to this Chapter shall be deemed a debt 
to the City that is recoverable via an authorized administrative process as set forth in the City 
ordinance or in any court of competent jurisdiction. 
 
4.04.530     License Holder Responsible for Violations.  
 
The person to whom a license is issued pursuant to this Chapter shall be responsible for all 
violations of the laws of the State of California or of the regulations and/or the ordinances of the 
City, whether committed by the licensee or any employee or agent of the licensee, which 
violations occur in or about the premises of the cannabis business whether or not said violations 
occur within the license holder’s presence. 
 
4.04.540     Inspection and Enforcement.   

 
(A) The City Manager, or designee charged with enforcing the provisions of the City of Visalia 

Municipal Code, or any provision thereof, may enter the location of a cannabis business 
at any time, without notice, and inspect the location of any cannabis business as well as 
any recordings and records required to be maintained pursuant to this Chapter or under 
applicable provisions of State law. 

 
(B) It is unlawful for any person having responsibility over the operation of a cannabis 

business, to impede, obstruct, interfere with, or otherwise not to allow, the City to 
conduct an inspection, review or copy records, recordings or other documents required 
to be maintained by a cannabis business under this Chapter or under state or local law. It 
is also unlawful for a person to conceal, destroy, deface, damage, or falsify any records, 
recordings or other documents required to be maintained by a cannabis business under 
this Chapter or under state or local law. 

 
(C) The City Manager, or designee charged with enforcing the provisions of this Chapter may 

enter the location of a cannabis business at any time during the hours of operation and 
without notice to obtain samples of the cannabis to test for public safety purposes.  Any 
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samples obtained by the City of Visalia shall be logged, recorded, and maintained in 
accordance with established procedures by the City of Visalia’s City Manager or these 
regulations.  

 
4.04.550     Violations declared a public nuisance.  
 
Each and every violation of the provisions of this Chapter constitutes a misdemeanor and is 
hereby deemed unlawful and a public nuisance.  The City reserves the right to pursue any 
available legal remedy to address violations of this Chapter.   
 
SECTION 3.  Chapter 8.64. 
 
Chapter 8.64 of the Visalia Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows. Changes to City of 
Visalia Municipal Code, are specified by underline and italics for additions and strikeout for 
deletions. 
 
8.64.010   Purpose and intent. 

A.   It is the purpose of this chapter to promote the health, safety, morals, general welfare and 
enjoyment of private property of the residents within the city by restricting the public use and 
consumption of marijuana; prohibiting, to the maximum extent permitted under the state law, 
the commercial cultivation, distribution, transportation, storage, manufacturing, processing, 
and sale of marijuana within the City of Visalia; and by regulating the individual cultivation of 
marijuana. This chapter is intended to prohibit these activities to the maximum extent possible 
by a local agency as authorized under the state law, specifically the Compassionate Use Act, 
Proposition 215, passed in 1996, the Adult Use of Marijuana Act, Proposition 64, passed in 
2016, and the Medicinal Cannabis Patients’ Right of Access Act, Senate Bill 1186, passed in 
2022. 

8.64.020   Definitions. 

Definitions set forth in Visalia Municipal Code Chapter 4.04 regulating Commercial Cannabis 
Activity are also applicable. All definitions set forth in Health and Safety Code Sections 11362.5 
and 11362.7 et seq. and Business and Professions Code Section 26001, as may be amended, 
including but not limited to the terms “person with an identification card”, “primary caregiver”, 
“qualified patient”, “customer,” “delivery,” “license,” “manufacture,” and “identification card” 
shall apply under this chapter in addition to the definitions set forth as follows: 

“Commercial marijuana activity” shall mean the same as “commercial cannabis activity” under 
Business and Professions Code Section 26001(l), which includes the cultivation, possession, 
manufacture, distribution, processing, storing, laboratory testing, packaging, labeling, 
transportation, delivery, or sale of marijuana and marijuana products as provided in Business 
and Professions Code Division 10, regulating the cultivation, distribution, transportation, 
storage, manufacturing, processing, and sale of marijuana and marijuana products for medical 
or non-medical purposes, but shall not refer specifically to “delivery only medical marijuana 
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retail” as defined separately below or the deliveries of marijuana within Visalia when the sales, 
based on location of the seller, were made in jurisdictions that allow sales of cannabis by 
delivery and the delivery vehicles are in compliance with applicable state regulations and those 
of the permitting jurisdiction. 

  “Cultivation” means any activity involving the planting, growing, harvesting, drying, curing, 
grading, or trimming of marijuana. 
    
   “Cultivation of medical marijuana” means the cultivation of marijuana for medical purposes as 
defined in strict accordance with California Health and Safety Code Sections 11362.5 and 
11362.7 et seq. 
 
   “Delivery” means the commercial transfer of marijuana or marijuana products to a customer 
and includes the use of a retailer of any technology platform owned and controlled by the 
retailer. 
 

“Delivery only medical marijuana retail” is a “cannabis business” operated by a state licensed 
nonstorefront retailer possessing a current M-license and Type 9 license from CA Department 
of Cannabis Control where medical marijuana is made available, and/or distributed by method 
of delivery only, with no on-site customer services of any kind, to medicinal cannabis patients, 
as defined in Section 11362.7 of the Health and Safety Code, who possess a physician’s 
recommendation that complies with Article 25 (commencing with Section 2525) of Chapter 5 of 
Division 2, or a qualified patient or primary caregiver for a qualified patient issued a valid 
identification card pursuant to Section 11362.71 of the Health and Safety Code.    

   “Marijuana” means all parts of the plant Cannabis sativa L., whether growing or not; the 
seeds thereof; the resin extracted from any part of the plant; and every compound, 
manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of the plant, its seeds or resin. It does not 
include industrial hemp as that term is defined in Health and Safety Code Section 11018.5 or 
the weight of any other ingredient combined with marijuana to prepare topical or oral 
administrations, food, drink, or other product. 
 
   “Marijuana products” means marijuana that has undergone a process whereby the plant 
material has been transformed into a concentrate, including, but not limited to, concentrated 
cannabis, or an edible or topical product containing marijuana or concentrated cannabis and 
other ingredients. 
 
   “Medical Marijuana” means the use of marijuana for the purposes set forth in the 
Compassionate Use Act and the Medical Marijuana Program Act, which was adopted by 
California voters as Proposition 215 in 1996, found in California Health and Safety Code Sections 
11362.5 and 11362.7 et seq. 
 
   “Private residence” means a house, an apartment unit, a mobile home, or similar dwelling. 
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   “Sell,” “sale,” and “to sell” includes any transaction whereby, for any consideration, title to 
cannabis or cannabis products is transferred from one person to another, and includes the 
delivery of cannabis or cannabis products pursuant to an order placed for the purchase of the 
same and soliciting or receiving an order for the same. 
 

8.64.040   Regulations applicable to individual cultivation of medical marijuana. 

    A.   No person shall possess, plant, cultivate, harvest, dry, or process marijuana plants or 

possess marijuana products produced by the plants unless each of the following conditions are 

met: 

   1.   Such cultivation occurs entirely within a single private residence of upon the grounds of 

that private residence at one time. 

   2.   Such cultivation occurs within a fully enclosed and adequately secured building (as that 

term is defined in Title 17 of the Visalia Municipal Code) having at least four solid walls and roof 

of masonry, metal or wood, and standard locks, but not within any portion of a building or 

structure dedicated to living space. 

   3.   The building within which such cultivation occurs, and any improvements within such 

building, meet all applicable building and zoning requirements (including but not limited to 

required setbacks, height limitations and fire sprinkler requirements), and the structure and 

improvements themselves have been properly permitted and inspected. 

   4.   Cultivation shall be limited to no more than six living plants per private residence, which 

includes the grounds and any accessory structures. 

   5.   Cultivation under this code section does not constitute the establishment of a medical 

marijuana business requiring a Cannabis Business License under Visalia Municipal Code Chapter 

4.04. dispensary in violation of Section 8.64.050. 

   6.   Any chemicals or other materials used in such cultivation are used in a manner that is 

consistent with any applicable rules and regulations pertaining to chemical or material handling 

and storage, and no hazardous materials are maintained or allowed to exist on the premises. 

   7.   The living plants and any marijuana produced by the plants in excess of 28.5 grams, as 

permitted by Health and Safety Code Section 11362.1, or as that section may be amended, 

must be kept within the person’s private residence, or upon the grounds of that private 

residence, in a locked space and must not be visible by normal unaided vision from a public 

place. 

8.64.050   Commercial marijuana activity prohibited. 

Commercial marijuana activities are regulated under Visalia Municipal Code Chapter 4.04.  

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/visalia/latest/visalia_ca/0-0-0-36837#JD_8.64.050
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   A.   Commercial marijuana activities are prohibited within the City of Visalia with the 
exception of:  

1. Deliveries of marijuana within Visalia when the sales, based on location of the seller, 

were made in jurisdictions that allow sales of cannabis by delivery and the delivery 

vehicles are in compliance with applicable state regulations and those of the permitting 

jurisdiction. 

  

2. Delivery only medical marijuana retail establishments that meet reasonable zoning 

restrictions and development and operational standards as identified in Chapter 

8.64.055, Chapter 5.66 and Chapter 17.32.167. 

   B.   This subsection does not apply to delivery services that are using public roads to travel 
through the City of Visalia as permitted under state law, although such delivery services must 
comply with all other state laws and local ordinances as applicable. 

8.64.055   Delivery only medical marijuana retail. 

   A.   As authorized by the Medicinal Cannabis Patients’ Right of Access Act, California Senate 
Bill 1186, passed in 2022, a delivery only medical marijuana retail dispensary as defined in 
subsection B., and developed and operated in accordance with the development and 
operational standards as defined in Chapter 5.66 and Chapter 17.32.167 may be established 
within the City of Visalia. This section shall not affect the right to possess, use or cultivate 
marijuana for medicinal purposes as is presently authorized or prohibited by the laws of the 
State of California as set forth in the Health and Safety Code, Penal Code, or other state law, or 
by any federal law, provided such possession, use or cultivation otherwise complies with any 
applicable provisions of the Visalia Municipal Code. 

   B.   A delivery only medical marijuana retail dispensary is any facility or location operated by a 
state licensed nonstorefront retailer possessing a current M-license and Type 9 license from CA 
Department of Cannabis Control where medical marijuana is made available, and/or distributed 
by method of delivery only, with no on-site customer services of any kind, to medicinal 
cannabis patients, as defined in Section 11362.7 of the Health and Safety Code, who possess a 
physician’s recommendation that complies with Article 25 (commencing with Section 2525) of 
Chapter 5 of Division 2, or a qualified patient or primary caregiver for a qualified patient issued 
a valid identification card pursuant to Section 11362.71 of the Health and Safety Code.    

8.64.060   Violations of chapter. 

   A.   Any violation of Section 8.64.040 or Section 8.64.050, whether enforced through civil, 
criminal or administrative enforcement, shall be subject to a fine of one thousand dollars 
($1,000) per day of violation. For purposes of administrative enforcement pursuant to Chapter 
1.13 of the Municipal Code, the penalty provided by this section is hereby adopted as an 
alternative administrative penalty consistent with Section 1.13.050(D). 

   B.   In addition to any other enforcement means provided by this Municipal Code or by state 
law, any violation of any provision of this chapter is hereby declared a public nuisance subject 
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to abatement pursuant any applicable provision of this Municipal Code and pursuant to state 
law, and, among other enforcement means, shall be subject to an inspection and abatement 
warrant obtained pursuant to the provisions of California Code of Civil Procedure Section 
1822.5. 

 
SECTION 4.   Zoning Text Amendment No. 2026-01. 
 

WHEREAS, Zoning Text Amendment No. 2026-01 is requested by the City of Visalia to 
amend Visalia Municipal Code Title 17 (Zoning Ordinance) based on the adoption of a Cannabis 
Business Ordinance, allowing various Cannabis related business types to operate within the City 
of Visalia, with the specific amendments applying City-wide, as contained in Exhibit “A” of this 
Ordinance; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Visalia, after duly published notice, 
held a public hearing before said Commission on July 13, 2026; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Visalia considered the Zone Text 
Amendment in accordance with Section 17.44.070 of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Visalia 
and on the evidence contained in the staff report and testimony presented at the public hearing; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Visalia, after duly published notice, held a public 
hearing before said City Council on July 20, 2026, and introduced said Ordinance for first reading 
on that date.  
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed Zoning Text Amendment is consistent with the intent of the 
General Plan, and Zoning Ordinance, and is not detrimental to the public health, safety, or 
welfare, or materially injurious to properties or improvements in the vicinity.  
 
 WHEREAS, that the proposed Zoning Text Amendment is not inconsistent with any other 
Element of the General Plan.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council concurs the project is exempt 
from further environmental review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Guidelines section 15061(b)(3), which states that the project is exempted from CEQA if the 
activity is covered by the common sense exemption that CEQA applies only to projects that have 
the potential for causing significant effect on the environment. Where it can be seen with 
certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on 
the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the City Council of the City of Visalia finds 
that the Zoning Text Amendment is consistent with the intent of the General Plan, and Zoning 
Ordinance, and is not detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare, or materially injurious 
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to properties or improvements in the vicinity.  
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VISALIA: 
 
 That Zoning Text Amendment (ZTA) No. 2026-01, is approved, as contained in Exhibit “A” 
of this Ordinance, in accordance with the terms of this resolution and under the provisions of 
Section 17.44.090 of the Ordinance Code of the City of Visalia. 
 
SECTION 5.  CEQA. That the project is exempt from further review under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines section 15061(b)(3) (common sense exemption) as 
the proposed ordinance will not in and of themselves have an effect on the environment. 
 
SECTION 6.  Severance.  If any section, subsection, phrase, or clause of this ordinance is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 7. Publication.  This ordinance shall be published in accordance with the provisions 
of Government Code Section 36933. 
 
 SECTION 8.  Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective thirty days from the date of 
adoption. 
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Zoning Text Amendment No. 2026-01 
Ordinance No. 2026-05 

EXHIBIT “A” 

 
Section 1.  The Visalia Municipal Code shall be changed as follows. 
 
Section 2. Chapter 17.04 regarding new or modified definitions. 
 
Changes to City of Visalia Municipal Code, as specified by underline and italics for additions 
and strikeout for deletions. 
 

Section 17.04.030   Definitions. 
 
   The definitions set forth in this chapter shall apply to this title. 

   "Affordable housing" means, under state and federal statutes, housing that costs no more 
than thirty (30) percent of gross household income. Housing costs include rent or mortgage 
payments, utilities, taxes, insurance, homeowner association fees, and other related costs. 

   ''Agricultural employee housing" shall have the same meaning as that term is defined in 
California Health and Safety Code Section 17008.5, specifically meaning housing occupied by an 
employee of an agricultural employer, as defined in Section 1140.4 of the Labor Code, or by a 
farm labor contractor, as defined in Section 1682 of the Labor Code. 

   "Alley" means a public way reserved as a secondary means of vehicular access to abutting 
property that is twenty-four (24) feet in width or less. 

   "Alter" means to do work that does not result in enlarging a building but that will prolong the 
life of the structure. 

   “Animal Day Care Facility” means an establishment where dogs, cats, or other small domestic 
animals are provided such services as day care for all or part of a day, obedience classes, 
training, grooming, exercising, socializing, or behavioral counseling, provided that overnight 
boarding is not permitted. 
 
   “Animal Hospital” means an establishment for dogs, cats, or other small domestic animals to 
receive medical or surgical treatment, whether emergency or non-emergency, and are cared 
for during the time of such treatment. Use as short-time boarding (i.e., as necessary for medical 
observation, monitoring, and treatment) shall be only incidental to such hospital use. An animal 
hospital which provides short term boarding may operate 24 hours a day in an Industrial zone 
or if specified in a conditional use permit. 
 

   "Auction House" means an establishment where the real or personal property of others is 
sold by a broker or auctioneer to persons who attend scheduled sales or events. 
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   "Bail Bonds" means a facility that provides bail bonds, documents that ensure to the court 
system that a person facing charges, and who typically is in jail, will appear for future court 
appointments if released. 

“Battery Energy Storage System” means a permanent facility that charges (i.e., collects energy) 
from an electrical grid or a power plant and then discharges that energy at a later time through 
an electrical grid. 
 

   "Boarding/Rooming house" means a dwelling in which lodging and meals are provided for 
compensation for more than three but not more than fifteen (15) persons not including 
members of the principal occupant's immediate family. Nursing homes as defined in this 
section are specifically not included. 

   "Block" means the properties abutting on one side of street and lying between intersections 
or between an intersection and the end of a street. 

   "Building" means any structure having a roof supported by columns or walls, for the housing 
or enclosure of persons, animals or chattels or property. 

“Cannabis Distributor” means a business operating legally under appropriate CA Department of 
Cannabis Control licensing that moves cannabis and/or cannabis products between cultivation, 
manufacturing, distribution, or retail premises that may store such products and arrange for 
testing of such products.  
 
“Cannabis Manufacturer” means a business operating legally under appropriate CA Department 
of Cannabis Control licensing that manufactures cannabis containing products by state licensed 
methods except for volatile solvent-based extraction, as that use is prohibited.   
 
“Cannabis Microbusiness” means a business operating legally under a Type 12 CA Department 
of Cannabis Control license that does not conduct storefront retail activities, manufacturing by 
volatile solvent-based extraction, or any form of cultivation activities other than that of the 
“Processor” sub license type of the Cultivation licenses issued by the CA Department of Cannabis 
Control. 
 
“Cannabis Non-storefront Retailer” means a business operating legally under appropriate CA 
Department of Cannabis Control licensing that is closed to the public and provides product to 
customers solely by means of a delivery service which the retailer owns and controls. 
 
“Cannabis Processor” means a business operating legally under appropriate CA Department of 
Cannabis Control licensing that conducts only trimming, drying, curing, grading, packaging, or 
labeling of cannabis and non-manufactured cannabis products. 
 
“Cannabis Storefront Retailer” means a business operating legally under appropriate CA 
Department of Cannabis Control licensing that sells cannabis and/or cannabis products to the 
public from a physical storefront location, which can include delivery service.  
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“Cannabis Testing Laboratory” means a business operating legally under appropriate CA 
Department of Cannabis Control licensing that test cannabis goods prior to sale at a retailer. 
 
“Car Sales” means the use of any building or premises, or portion thereof, as a retail 
establishment for the display and sale of new and/or used motor vehicles.  The use may also 
conduct warranty repair work and other repair service and the sales of parts and accessories as 
an accessory use to the sale of motor vehicles.  This definition does not include an 
establishment that does not display any on-site vehicles, as such use shall be classified as a 
professional office. 
 

   "Check Cashing Facility" means a person or business that for compensation engages, in whole 
or in part, in the business of cashing checks, payday advances, warrants, drafts, money orders 
or other commercial paper serving the same purpose. "Check cashing facility" does not include 
a State or Federally chartered bank, savings association, credit union or industrial loan 
company. "Check cashing facility" does not include a retail seller engaged primarily in the 
business of selling consumer goods, including consumables, to retail buyers that cash checks or 
issue money order for minimum flat fee as a service that is incidental to its main purpose or 
business. 

“Clinic” means a medical facility that operates as an urgent care or walk-in clinic, or is a multi-
disciplinary or specialty cmedical group practice, that is limited to outpatient services or 
surgeries only and does not provide overnight stays.  Treatment at the facility is provided by 
two or more physicians, dentists, or other professionals that provide health care, chiropractic, 
psychiatric, or psychology services.  This classification does not include hospitals. 
 
“Clothing Imprinting” means a commercial operation involving a process that is considered 
printing, imprinting, reproducing, or duplicating images and using printing methods upon 
clothing or garments, including but not limited to the use of stitching, sewing, lithography, and 
screen process printing. 
 
“Commercial Bakery” means an establishment that is primarily engaged in manufacturing 
bread, bread-type rolls, and dry bakery products.  The establishment will either not directly sell 
on the premises to consumers, or will conduct limited sales on the premises to consumers as an 
ancillary use to the bakery. 
 
“Commercial Kitchen” means a facility equipped to prepare food or meals to be delivered off-
site to a residential and/or commercial establishment, wherein the space is not open to patrons 
on-site. 
 

   "Communications equipment building" means building housing electrical and mechanical 
equipment necessary for the conduct of a public communications business with or without 
personnel. This definition does not apply to wireless telecommunication facilities and ancillary 
structures, and associated buildings, equipment, poles, towers, and lattice structures. 
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   "Convalescent Home." See nursing home. 

“Convenience Stores” Means a small retail establishment, generally but not limited to under 
7,000 square feet, which can be located within or associated with another use, that offers for 
sale convenience goods such as prepackaged food and drink items, periodicals, and other 
convenience goods or household items for the convenience of the neighborhood.  Such 
establishments may include the sales of alcohol and/or tobacco products; however, the sale of 
each such line of products shall clearly be accessory to the overall range of goods offered within 
the establishment.  Convenience stores which operate in a manner that meets the definition of 
“tobacco shop”, as defined in Section 8.46.030, shall be subject to the definition of “Tobacco 
Shop.”  Convenience stores having the sale of alcohol which comprises the majority of gross 
sales shall be subject to the definition of “Liquor Store”, as defined in Section 17.04.030. 
 

   "Craft distillery" means an establishment that produces distilled spirits in quantities totaling 
less than 100,000 gallons per year that are served on site and/or sold for off-site consumption. 
Service and sale of distilled spirits must be in conjunction with the regulations of the Alcohol 
Beverage Control (ABC) and Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF). Service of brewed 
beverages may be conducted with or without the service of food. Micro-distillery, boutique-
style distillery, and artisan distillery are included in this definition. 

   "Dwelling" means a structure or portion thereof designed for or occupied for residential 
purposes excluding automobiles, trailers, hotels, motels, labor camps, tents, railroad cars, 
converted transit vehicles or any type of temporary structure. 

   "Dwelling, multi-family" means a structure containing more than one dwelling unit, designed 
for occupancy or occupied by more than one family. 

   "Dwelling unit" means one or more rooms with cooking facilities designed for occupancy by 
one family for living and sleeping purposes. 

   "Dwelling unit, accessory" means an attached or a detached residential dwelling unit which 
provides complete independent living facilities for one or more persons. It shall include 
permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation on the same parcel as 
the single-family dwelling situated. 

   "Emergency shelter" means housing with minimal supportive services for homeless persons 
that is limited to occupancy of six months or less by a homeless person. No individual or 
household may be denied emergency shelter because of an inability to pay. 

   "Employee housing" shall have the same meaning as that term is defined in California Health 
and Safety Code Section 17008, specifically meaning any portion of any housing 
accommodation, or property upon which a housing accommodation is located, if all of the 
following factors exist: 

   1.   The accommodations consist of any living quarters, dwelling, boardinghouse, tent, 
bunkhouse, maintenance-of-way car, mobilehome, manufactured home, recreational vehicle, 
travel trailer, or other housing accommodations, maintained in one or more buildings or one or 
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more sites, and the premises upon which they are situated or the area set aside and provided 
for parking of mobilehomes or camping of five or more employees by the employer. 

   2.   The accommodations are maintained in connection with any work or place where work is 
being performed, whether or not rent is involved. 

“Escape Room” means a type of indoor amusement facility consisting of one or more rooms 
wherein a group of persons within a room must solve a series of tasks and puzzles in order to 
exit from the room. 
 
“Event Centers” means a facility operated by any person, entity, or organization where private 
parties may hold weddings, receptions, special gatherings, or other social, civic, or 
entertainment activities.  The facility may be indoors, outdoors, or a combination of both. This 
does not include retail sales, theaters, private clubs and lodges, athletic/playing fields, and 
hosting of sporting events.  Other uses operated within the facility which are otherwise listed 
within the Zones Use Matrix, including but not limited to churches and specialized schools, may 
be allowed to utilize the facility without additional entitlements provided that such other uses 
are not the sole and primary use operated in the facility and are limited to indoor operation 
only. 
 

   "Family" means: 

   1.   Two or more persons related by birth, marriage, or adoption [U.S. Bureau of the Census]; 
or 

   2.   An individual or a group of persons living together who constitute a bona fide single-family 
housekeeping unit in a dwelling unit, not including a fraternity, sorority, club, or other group of 
persons occupying a hotel, lodging house or institution of any kind [California]. 

   "Farmer's market" means two or more farm-producers that sell their own agricultural 
products directly to the general public at a fixed location, which includes fruits and vegetables, 
meat, fish, poultry, dairy products, and grains. 

   "Fast food restaurant" means an establishment that offers quick food service for consumption 
on or off the premises. Orders are not generally taken at the customer's table, and food is 
generally served in disposable wrapping or containers. 

   "Fast food restaurant with drive-through" means an establishment that offers/delivers 
prepared food and/or beverages to customers in motor vehicles, regardless of whether or not it 
also serves prepared food and/or beverages for consumption either on or off the premises. 

   "Floor area, gross" means the total horizontal area in square feet of the several floors of a 
structure, including interior balconies, mezzanines, carports, and basements, but not including 
the area of the inner courts. 

   "Frontage, primary" means that portion of a parcel that is adjacent to the public right-of-way. 
For a corner lot, the frontage with the smallest dimension shall be considered as the primary 
frontage. There shall be only one primary frontage per parcel. 
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   "Frontage, secondary" means on a corner lot, that portion of a parcel that is adjacent to a 
public right-of-way that is not the primary frontage. 

“Galleries” mean an establishment engaged in the sale, loan, or display of art, photography, 
crafts, paintings, sculpture, or other works of art. This clarification does not include libraries or 
museums. 
 

   "Garage" or "carport" means an accessory structure or a portion of a main structure, having a 
permanent roof, and designed for the storage of motor vehicles. 

   "Garage, front-loading" means a garage or carport whose entry door/opening is facing the 
front lot line of the lot upon which it is located. 

   "Garage, repair" means a structure or a part thereof where motor vehicles are repaired or 
painted. 

   "Garage, side-loading" means a garage or carport whose entry door/opening is facing a side 
lot line of the lot upon which it is located. 

   "Garage, storage" means a structure or part thereof used for the storage, parking or servicing 
of motor vehicles, but not for the repair thereof. 

   "Gasoline service" means an operation that dispenses gasoline and motor fuel in conjunction 
with a companion permitted use or a self-service operation. 

   "Guest house" means living quarters within an accessory structure for use by temporary 
guests of the occupants of the premises having no cooking facilities and not rented or 
otherwise used as a separate dwelling. 

“Heavy Manufacturing” means manufacturing of materials in a raw form.  Any industrial use 
that generates considerable noise, odor, vibration, illumination, or particulate that may be 
offensive or obnoxious to adjacent land uses or requires a significant amount of on-site 
hazardous chemical storage shall be classified under this land use. This use shall include any 
packaging of the product being manufactured on-site. Examples include but are not limited to 
the production of the following: agricultural equipment, aircraft equipment parts & supplies, 
large appliances, auto/truck manufacturing, industrial machinery. 
 

“Hobby/Craft Manufacturing” means establishments manufacturing and/or assembling small 
products primarily by hand, including but not limited to jewelry, pottery and other ceramics, as 
well as small glass and metal art and craft products. 
 

   "Home occupation" means any conduct of pecuniary gain by an art or profession; the offering 
of a service or conduct of a business, or handicraft manufacture of products within or from a 
dwelling in a residential zone that is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the structure 
for a dwelling purpose and that does not change the character of the residential use. 

   "Hotel" or "motel" means a structure or portion thereof or a group of attached or detached 
structures containing individual guest rooms, suites, and/or meeting rooms (not to exceed 
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three thousand five hundred (3,500) square feet in area), for the accommodation of transient 
occupants, provided that not more than fifty (50) percent of the guest units have kitchen 
facilities. 

   "Hospital, general" means a facility staffed and equipped to provide various types of 
intensified hospital care including, but not limited to, short- term care in acute medical, surgical 
and obstetrical services. 

   "Hospital, specialized" means a hospital, sanitarium, rest, nursing, or convalescent hospital 
care including, but not limited to, short-term care in acute psychiatric, drug addiction, or 
alcoholism cases or other specific illnesses. 

   "Household hazardous waste collection center" means city and county operated household 
hazardous waste collection center, a facility operated by the city and county for the collection, 
sorting, packing, storage and shipment of small quantities (less than five gallons or fifty (50) 
pounds per delivery) of hazardous wastes generated in the home. Such a facility would be 
operated with a state approved operating plan and would require approval of the city fire 
marshal. The facility would serve to implement the household hazardous waste 
recommendations of the approved Tulare County hazardous waste management plan. Such a 
facility would occupy an area of not more than five hundred (500) square feet, and would not 
use power driven processing equipment. The facility must be located over five hundred (500) 
feet from existing residential uses. Waste materials collected would include, but not be limited 
to: pesticides, cleaners and polishes, oil-based paints, hobby supplies and other household 
items considered hazardous as a result of flammability, corrosiveness, toxicity or reactivity. 
Items such as used motor oil and lead-acid batteries would be collected for recycling. 

   "Household pets" means animals or birds ordinarily permitted in a dwelling and kept only for 
the company or pleasure provided to the occupants. Household pets shall not include horses, 
cows, goats, sheep, other equine, bovine, ovine or ruminant animals, pigs, predatory wild 
animals, chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys, pigeons (except as provided in Section 17.32), game 
birds, fowl that normally constitute an agricultural use, poisonous reptiles, and bees. Rodents 
and rabbits shall not exceed four per property. 

“Indoor Amusement Facilities” means an establishment that provides entertainment activities 
or services in an indoor setting for a fee or admission charge. This definition includes uses that 
are listed separately in the zone use matrix (i.e. athletic and health clubs (racquet clubs), 
bowling alleys, ice & roller skating rinks pool halls, arcades, escape rooms, indoor playgrounds 
and trampoline parks).  Uses which are not listed separately in the zone use matrix shall be 
classified as other Indoor Amusement Facilities. 
 

   "Junk yard" means a site or portion of a site on which waste, discarded or salvaged materials 
are bought, exchanged, stored, baled, cleaned, packed, disassembled or handled, including 
used furniture and household equipment yards, used lumber yards and the like; excepting a site 
on which such uses are conducted within a completely enclosed structure and excepting vehicle 
wrecking yards as defined in this section. An establishment for the sale, purchase or storage of 



 

 
Page 53 of 96 

used cars or salvaged machinery in operable condition and the processing of used or salvaged 
materials as part of a manufacturing operation shall not be deemed a junk yard. 

“Kennel” means an establishment where dogs, cats, or other small domestic animals are 
boarded, trained, or bred. 
 
“Light Manufacturing” means assembling or mixing, where previously processed components or 
manufactured parts produced off-site are fitted together into a complete machine or blended 
together to form a non-combustible and non-explosive product. The assembling or packaging 
shall not produce noise, vibration, hazardous waste materials, or particulate that create 
significant negative impacts to adjacent land uses. Odors produced on-site shall not negatively 
affect other businesses or properties in the area. Examples of assembling include but are not 
limited to the production of the following: computer hardware & parts, electric supplies, 
consumer goods, toys, mechanical components, industrial machinery, small vehicle assembly. 
 

   "Liquor store" means a retail establishment designed and operated for the primary purpose of 
selling alcohol. Food stores and convenience markets for which sales of food comprise the 
majority of gross sales, but also sell alcohol, shall not be considered as a "liquor store." 

   "Live Entertainment" means the performance by one (1) or more of any of the following 
performed live with amplified sound by one (1) or more persons, whether or not done for 
compensation and whether or not admission is charged: (I) musical act, including karaoke; (ii) 
theatrical act, including a play, revue, or stand-up comedy;(iii) dance;(iv) magic act;(v) disc 
jockey; or (vi) similar activity. 

   "Lodge" or "club" means an association of persons, whether incorporated or unincorporated, 
for some common purpose, but not including groups organized to render service carried on as a 
business. 

   "Lot, corner" means a site bounded by two or more adjacent street lines that have an angle of 
intersection of not more than one hundred thirty-five (135) degrees. 

   "Lot, interior" means a lot other than a corner lot. 

   "Lot, key" means the first lot to the rear of a reversed corner lot whether or not separated by 
an alley. 

   "Lot, reversed corner" means a corner lot whose side street line is substantially a continuation 
of the front lot line of the first lot to its rear. 

   "Lot, through" means a lot having frontage on two parallel or approximately parallel streets. 

   "Lot line, front" means a line separating an interior lot from a street, or a line separating the 
narrower street frontage of a corner lot from a street. 

   "Lot line, rear" means the line opposite the front lot line. 

   "Lot line, side" means any lot line other than a front or rear lot line that intersects a front or 
rear lot line. A side lot line separating a lot from a street is called a side street lot line. 
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   "Lot width" means the horizontal distance between the side lot lines, measured at right 
angles to the depth at a point midway between the front and rear lot lines. 

   "Low barrier navigation center" shall have the same meaning as that term is defined in 
California Government Code Section 65660, specifically a housing first, low-barrier, service-
enriched shelter focused on moving people into permanent housing that provides temporary 
living facilities while case managers connect individuals experiencing homelessness to income, 
public benefits, health services, shelter, and housing. "Low barrier" means best practices to 
reduce barriers to entry, and may include, but is not limited to, the following. 

   1.   The presence of partners if it is not a population-specific site, such as for survivors of 
domestic violence or sexual assault, women, or youth. 

   2.   Pets. 

   3.   The storage of possessions. 

   4.   Privacy, such as partitions around beds in a dormitory setting or in larger rooms containing 
more than two beds, or private rooms. 

   "Market-rate housing" means housing that is available on the open market without any 
subsidy. The price for housing is determined by the market forces of supply and demand and 
varies by location. 

   "Massage Therapy Establishment" means an establishment offering massage, alcohol rub, 
fomentation, electric or magnetic treatment, or similar treatment or manipulation of the 
human body by a Certified Massage Therapist. 

   "Material" means any item that serves as crude or raw matter to be used or developed in 
conjunction with business or use. 

“Media Studio” means a studio space dedicated to the recording, production, and/or editing of 
audio and/or visual art forms or the broadcast via radio, television, internet or other media of 
audio and/or visual art forms, or the combination of any of the above. 
 

"Medical Office" means a medical facility that operates as an appointment-based medical group 
practice, that is limited to outpatient services or surgeries only and does not provide overnight 
stays.  Treatment may be provided by one or more of the following: physician, dentist, 
optometrist, physical therapist, chiropractor, psychiatrist, psychologist, or similar health care 
professional. 
 

   "Mobile home" means a structure exceeding eight feet in width and forty (40) feet in length, 
having a chassis and designed to be movable, with kitchen, bathroom, and living facilities, 
designed for use as a single-family dwelling unit when connected to appropriate utility lines, 
and has no foundation other than wheels or temporary stabilizing units. 

   "Mobile home park" means any parcel, or contiguous parcels of land under single ownership 
designed or intended to be used to accommodate mobile homes on permanent or semi-
permanent bases regardless of whether or not a charge is made for such accommodations. 
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   "Mobile home site" means any portion of a mobile home park designated for the occupancy 
of one mobile home and approved on-site structures in connection with such occupancy. 

   "Mobile recycling unit" means an automobile, truck, trailer or van, licensed by the 
Department of Motor Vehicles that is used for the collection of recyclable materials. A mobile 
recycling unit also means the bins, boxes or containers transported by trucks, vans or trailers, 
and used for the collection of recyclable materials. 

“Museum” means an establishment serving as a repository for a collection of natural, scientific, 
or literary curiosities or objects of interest, or works of art, and arranged, intended, and 
designed to be used by members of the public for viewing, with or without an admission 
charge, and which may include as an accessory use the sale of goods to the public as gifts or for 
their own use, and the holding of meetings and social events. 
 

   "Nursery school" means the use of a site or portion of a site for organized programs devoted 
to the education or day care of ten or more pre-elementary school age children other than 
those resident on the site. 

   "Nursing home" means a structure operating as a lodging house in which nursing, dietary and 
other personal services are rendered to convalescent, invalids or aged persons not including 
persons suffering from contagious or mental diseases, alcoholism or drug addiction, and in 
which surgery is not performed and primary treatment, such as customarily is given in hospitals 
and sanitariums, is not provided. A convalescent home shall be deemed a nursing home. 

   "Office" means a room or building where a particular kind of business or service for others is 
transacted but not including infrequent or occasional services rendered from a home. 

   "Office, main" means the principal location of a business where correspondence is directed, 
primary and current records are retained, and where the majority of the business is transacted. 

   "Office, temporary" means the secondary location of a business, separate and subordinate to 
a main office, the use of which is incidental to the main office and limited to short and specific 
periods of time. 

   "Patient" means any person who is under medical observation, care or treatment and shall 
include the following: 

   "Patient, ambulatory" means a person who is capable of demonstrating the physical ability 
and mental competence to leave the facility without the assistance of any person in case of an 
emergency. 

   "Patient, chronic or long-term" means a person with a prolonged illness, injury or disease 
including mental illness or mental or behavior disorder or other competent or incompetent 
person requiring an extended period of medical care and treatment. 

   "Patient, mentally retarded" means a person with a mental impairment who requires nursing 
care, protective supervision, training, or other services. 

   "Patient, short-term" means a person who is under medical observation, care or treatment of 
a short period of time and generally considered to be ambulatory. 
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“Personal Services” Means establishments that provide personal nonmedical elective 
procedures for the purpose of self-care.  Procedures includes but is not limited to barber and 
beauty shops, day spas, tanning centers, and cosmeticians. These uses may include certain 
elective procedures for the improvement of health but not deemed necessary for improving 
health, such as botulinum toxin injections, laser hair removal, microneedling, medical spas, and 
similar aesthetic treatments. These uses may also include accessory retail sales of products 
related to the services provided. This definition does not include massage establishments or an 
establishment which includes massage services. 
 

   "Planned neighborhood commercial center" means a facility to provide for convenience 
shopping in the residential neighborhoods planned and controlled to the extent that any such 
areas will provide the vital services to the neighborhood in which it is located. 

   "Porte Cochere" means a roofed structure extending from the entrance of a building over an 
adjacent driveway to shelter those entering or exiting a vehicle, or a passageway through a 
structure designed to let vehicles pass from the street to an interior courtyard. 

“Professional Office” means a place of employment occupied by a person or persons generally 
employed in a professional, administrative, or clerical position. This definition includes offices 
for accountants, advertising agencies, insurance agents, commercial art and design services, 
non-retail financial institutions, real estate agents, architects, engineers, employment agencies, 
real-estate agents, counselors, and other similar professions.  This does not include offices for 
persons employed in a medical field.  Counseling or therapy services shall not include medical 
examinations, dispensing of drugs or medication, or other treatments normally conducted in a 
hospital or clinic. 
 
“Professional Office with Social Services” means a professional office that generally provides 
group counseling or therapy services in a non-medical setting which includes the providing of 
social services or wraparound services, life skills training, recovery sessions for substance abuse, 
food distribution (not for on-site consumption), clothing distribution, and other programs not 
involving drug dispensing or psychologist counseling.  This does not include offices for persons 
employed in a medical field, nor does it include any type of emergency shelter. 
 

“Prototype Manufacturing or Makerspace” means a non-production scale manufacturing in an 
incubator workspace environment that can include such activities as machining, plasma cutting, 
sandblasting, ventilated painting, forging, casting, ceramics, and similar other industrial 
processes. Such workspaces may utilize tools and equipment including but not limited to three-
dimensional (3D) printers, laser cutters, computer numerical control (CNC) machines, soldering 
irons, blacksmith equipment, and woodworking machinery. 
 

   "Public utility service yard" means an area for the storage of public utility vehicles and 
material and office facilities for installation, maintenance and construction personnel. 

   "Quasi-public use" means any use that is listed as a conditional use within the R-1 zone. 
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   "Railroad right-of-way" means a strip of land of a maximum width of one hundred (100) feet 
only for the accommodation of a main line or branch line railroad tracks, switching equipment 
and signals, but not including lands on which stations, offices, storage buildings, spur tracks, 
sidings, section gang and other employee housing, yards or other uses are located. 

   "Recreational Vehicle." See travel trailer. 

   "Raw materials manufacture" means asphalt paving & roofing materials manufacture; 
concrete, gypsum & plaster products manufacture; cotton processing/cotton gins; glass 
manufacturers (crushing, melting, pressing, blowing, shaping); graphite refractories; tile & brick 
manufacturers; metal reduction, smelting, refining (steel mills, blast furnaces); mineral product 
manufacture (crushing, grinding, pulverizing); paper mills; plastic & rubber compounds; 
sawmills & planing mills; and similar raw materials manufacturing uses. 

   "Recyclable material" means reusable material including, but not limited to, metals, glass, 
plastic and paper that are intended for reuse, remanufacture or reconstitution for the purpose 
of using the altered form. Recyclable material does not include refuse or hazardous materials. 
Recyclable material may include used motor oil collected and transported in accordance with 
Section 25250.11 and 25143.2(b)(4) of the California Health and Safety Code. 

   "Recycling facility" means a center for the collection and/or processing of recyclable 
materials. A certified recycling facility or certified processor means a recycling facility certified 
by the California Department of Conservation as meeting the requirements of the California 
Beverage Container Recycling and Litter Reduction Act of 1986. A recycling facility does not 
include storage containers or processing activity located on the premises of a residential, 
commercial or manufacturing use and used solely for the recycling of material generated by 
that residential property, business or manufacturer. Recycling facilities may include the 
following: 

   1.   Collection Facility. A collection facility means a center for the acceptance by donation, 
redemption, or purchase of recyclable materials from the public. Such a facility does not use 
power driven processing equipment except as indicated in "Recycling Facilities Criteria and 
Standards," as adopted or modified by resolution of the council of the city of Visalia. Collection 
facilities may include the following: 

   a.   Reverse vending machine(s); 

   b.   Small collection facilities that occupy an area of not more than five hundred (500) square 
feet, and are limited to handling only California CRV redeemable beverage containers, and may 
include: 

      1.   A mobile unit, 

      2.   Bulk reverse vending machines occupying more than fifty (50) square feet, 

      3.   Kiosk type units that may include permanent structures, 

      4.   Unattended containers placed for the donation of recyclable materials. 

   c.   Large collection facilities that may occupy an area of more than five hundred (500) square 
feet and may include permanent structures. 



 

 
Page 58 of 96 

   2.   Processing Facility. A processing facility means a building or enclosed space used for the 
collection and processing of recyclable materials. Processing means the preparation of material 
for efficient shipment, or to an end-user's specifications, by such means as bailing, briquetting, 
compacting, flattening, grinding, crushing, mechanical sorting, shredding, cleaning, and 
remanufacturing. Processing facilities include the following: 

   a.   A light processing facility occupies an area under forty-five thousand (45,000) square feet 
of gross collection, processing and storage area and has up to an average of two outbound 
truck shipments per day. Light processing facilities are limited to baling, briquetting, crushing, 
compacting, grinding, shredding, and sorting of source separated recyclable materials and 
repairing of reusable materials sufficient to qualify as a certified processing facility. A light 
processing facility shall not shred, compact, or bale ferrous metals other than food and 
beverage containers; 

   b.   A heavy processing facility means any processing facility other than a light processing 
facility. 

   "Rest Home." See nursing home. 

   "Residential boarding facility" means a building or group of buildings containing individual 
rooms for the accommodation of residents and having a common kitchen facility. 

“Residential Unit Reoccupation” means a single-family dwelling, situated in a non-residential 
zone classification and which does not contain any on-site commercial or office business, that 
occupies an existing structure that was originally fabricated for the intended purpose as a 
residential dwelling unit.  The single-family dwelling may or may not have a business associated 
with a home occupation permit. 
 

   "Reverse vending machine(s)" means an automated mechanical device that accepts at least 
one or more types of empty beverage containers including, but not limited to, aluminum cans, 
glass and plastic bottles, and issues a cash refund or a redeemable credit slip with a value not 
less than the container's redemption value as determined by the state. A reverse vending 
machine may sort and process containers mechanically; provided, that the entire process is 
enclosed within the machine. In order to accept and temporarily store all three container types 
in a proportion commensurate with their relative redemption rates, and to meet the 
requirements of certification as a recycling facility, multiple grouping of reverse vending 
machines may be necessary. 

   "Senior citizen residential development" means a residential development developed, 
substantially rehabilitated, or substantially renovated, for persons fifty-five (55) years of age or 
older, wherein all of the occupied dwelling units are occupied by at least one person who is 
fifty-five (55) years of age or older. This definition does not include nursing homes or other 
types of housing communities where nursing, dietary, or other personal services are provided. 

   "Sensitive Receptor" means a location, place or facility that contains people that have an 
increased sensitivity to air pollution or other environmental contaminants. Sensitive receptor 



 

 
Page 59 of 96 

locations may include, but are not limited to, schools, parks and playgrounds, day care centers, 
nursing homes, hospitals, and residential dwelling unit(s). 

   "Service station" means a place that supplies gasoline, diesel or other motor fuel to motor 
vehicles, and including grease racks or elevators, wash racks or pits, tire repairs, battery 
servicing and replacement ignition service, sales of motor vehicle accessories and other 
customary services for automobiles, but excluding painting, body work and steam cleaning. 

   "Shopping center" means two or more attached uses that are located on same property and 
jointly use ancillary facilities. 

   "Shopping center, major" means two or more uses located upon a site of ten acres or more 
with the major tenant occupying thirty thousand (30,000) square feet or more. 

   "Sign." See Chapter 17.48. 

   "Single room occupancy" means a living unit that has a gross floor area of between 120 and 
220 sq. ft., typically that is furnished, with or without individual bathroom or kitchen facilities, 
that is intended for long term occupancy by their tenant or tenants. 

   "Sit down restaurant/café" means an establishment whose principal business is the sale of 
food and/or beverages to customers in a ready-to-consume state. Customers are normally 
provided with an individual menu, are served their foods and beverages by a restaurant 
employee at the same table or counter at which food and beverages are consumed. 

   "Site" means a usable parcel of land. 

   "Site area" means the total horizontal area included within the property lines of a site. 

   "Site depth" means the horizontal distance between the front and rear lot lines of a site 
measured along a line midway between the side property lines. 

   "Site width" means the horizontal distances between the side property lines of a site 
measured at right angles to the depth at a point midway between the front and rear property 
lines. 

   "Smoke Shop/Tobacco Store" means any establishment, structure, facility, or stand that 
devotes more than thirty (30) percent of either its gross floor space or display area to the retail 
sale, display, marketing, bartering, trading or exchange of any combination of tobacco, tobacco 
products, or exchange of tobacco paraphernalia, including electronic smoking devices and 
accessories. 

   "Stable" means an accessory structure including but not limited to corral or paddock for the 
keeping of one or more horses owned by the occupants of the premises, and that are not kept 
for remuneration, hire, or sale. 

   "Stock yard" means an enclosed area where animals are temporarily held for concentrated 
feeding or displayed preliminary to slaughtering, shipping or resale. 

   "Street" means a thoroughfare, dedicated as such or acquired for public use as such, other 
than an alley, that affords the principal means of access to abutting land. 
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   "Structure" means anything constructed or erected that requires location on the ground, 
including a building but not including a fence or a wall used as a fence that is seventy-two (72) 
inches in height or lower, or poles and appurtenances thereto used for the provision of public 
utilities as specifically excepted from the provision of this title pursuant to Section 17.02.040. 

   "Structure, accessory" means a detached subordinate structure located on the same site with 
the main structure or the main use of the land; attached structures open on three sides or 
more. 

   "Structure, main" means a structure housing the principal use of a site or functioning as the 
principal use. 

   "Supportive housing" means housing with no limit on length of stay, that is occupied by the 
target population (as the term "target population" defined in Government Code Section 
65582(i)), and that is linked to onsite or offsite service that assists the supportive housing 
resident in retaining the housing, improving his or her health status, and maximizing his or her 
ability to live and, when possible, work in the community. 

   "Transient occupancy" means occupancy, or entitlement to occupancy, by reason of 
concession, permit, right of access, license or other agreement for a period of thirty (30) 
consecutive calendar days or less. 

   "Transitional housing" means buildings configured as rental housing developments, but 
operated under program requirements that require the termination of assistance and 
recirculating of the assisted unit to another eligible program recipient at a predetermined 
future point in time that shall be no less than six (6) months from the beginning of the 
assistance. 

   "Travel trailer" means any vehicle that at no time exceeds eight feet in width at its widest 
point and is less than forty (40) feet in length at its longest point, and is designed for human 
habitation, whether self-propelled or drawn by a motor vehicle, that is intended for permanent 
or semi-permanent use and that has no foundation other than wheels and temporary stabilizing 
units. 

“Tutoring Center” Means an establishment providing instruction to students typically on an 
individual basis, for personal or professional enrichment, involving scholastic, non-physical 
pursuits, including but not limited to academics, language instruction, music instruction, and 
computer training. Establishments providing instruction as a part of a certificate or degree 
granting program are not to be considered a Tutoring Center and subject to the most 
appropriate use found in the “Schools, Public and Private” section of Table 17.25.030. 
 

   "Use" means the purpose for which a site or structure is arranged, designed, intended, 
constructed, erected, moved, altered or enlarged on for which either a site or structure is or 
may be occupied or maintained. 

   "Vehicle wrecking yard" means a site or portion of a site on which the dismantling or wrecking 
of used vehicles, whether self-propelled or not, or the storage, sale or dumping of dismantled 
or wrecked vehicles or their parts is conducted. The presence on a site of two or more motor 
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vehicles that have not been capable of operating under their own power for thirty (30) days or 
more, or in the case of vehicles not self-propelled, that have not been towable or from which 
parts have been removed for reuse or sale, shall constitute prima facie evidence of a vehicle 
wrecking yard. 

“Vocational or other Specialized Schools – Non-industrial Trades” means a school established to 
provide for the teaching of professional clerical, managerial, artistic, or similar skills or trades. 
This definition applies to schools that are owned and operated privately for profit, or not-for-
profit, and that do not offer a complete educational curriculum.  Examples include, but are not 
limited to, beauty, modeling, culinary, cosmetology, arts and media, music, accounting and 
finance, health and dental including nursing, legal, psychology, and technology.  The definition 
does not include uses wherein the building contains a space dedicated for training of workforce 
skills, wherein the space is ancillary to the primary use. 
 
“Vocational or other Specialized Schools – Industrial Trades” means a school established to 
provide for the teaching of industrial skills. This definition applies to schools that are owned and 
operated privately for profit, or not-for-profit, and that do not offer a complete educational 
curriculum. Examples include, but are not limited to, construction, industrial occupations, truck 
driving, machinery, vehicle repair and maintenance, and welding. The definition does not 
include uses wherein the building contains a space dedicated for training of workforce skills, 
wherein the space is ancillary to the primary use. 
 

   "Yard, front" means an area back from and parallel to the front property line on which no 
building, structure or portion thereof shall be permitted unless specifically permitted by this 
title. 

   "Yard, rear" means an area back from and parallel to the rear property line on which no 
building, structure or portion thereof shall be permitted unless specifically permitted by this 
title. 

   "Yard, side" means an area back from and parallel to the side property line on which no 
building, structure or portion thereof shall be permitted unless specifically permitted by this 
title. 

(Ord. 2022-04 (part), 2022; Ord. 2020-09 (part), 2020; Ord. 2017-01 (part), 2017: Ord. 2015-01 
§ 1, 2015: Ord. 2012-10, 2012: Ord. 2012-02, 2012: Ord. 2004-20 (part), 2004: Ord. 2000-01 §§ 
2, 3, 2000: prior code § 7220) 

 
Section 3. Chapter 17.25 regarding new, modified, or deleted Zone Use Table line items.  
 
In this section, changes are specified by underline for additions and strikeout for deletions. 
 
Section 17.25.030 Commercial, Office, and Industrial Zone Use Table.  
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Section 4. Chapter 17.32 regarding new or modified Special Provisions.  
 
17.32.167 Delivery only medical marijuana retail. 
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F. Other Delivery only medical marijuana retail standards Delivery only medical marijuana retail 
establishments must also meet all requirements of Chapter 4.04 – Commercial Cannabis 
Activity5.66 - Regulations and Requirements for Cannabis Businesses Permitted to Operate 
Under California State Law. 

Section 5. CEQA. The project is exempt under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Guidelines section 15061(b)(3) (common sense exemption); and 

 
Section 6. Severability. If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or 
phrase of this Ordinance, or its application to any person or circumstances, is for any reason held 
to be invalid or unenforceable, such invalidity or unenforceability shall not affect the validity or 
enforceability of the remaining sections, subsections, subdivision, paragraphs, sentences, clauses 
or phrases of this Ordinance, or its application to any other person or circumstance. The City 
Council of the City of Visalia hereby declares that it would have adopted each section, subsection, 
subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase hereof, irrespective of the fact that any one 
or more other sections, subsections, subdivisions, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, or phrases 
hereof be declared invalid or unenforceable. 

 
Section 7. Construction. The City Council intends this Ordinance to supplement, not to duplicate 
or contradict, applicable state and federal law and this Ordinance shall be construed in light of 
that intent. 

 
Section 8. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect thirty days after its adoption. 

 
Section 9. Certification. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this Ordinance 
and shall cause the same to be published or posted according to law. 
 

 


