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Excerpts of related sections of state law 

 

Government Code - GOV 

TITLE 7. PLANNING AND LAND USE [65000 - 66499.58] 

  ( Heading of Title 7 amended by Stats. 1974, Ch. 1536. ) 

DIVISION 1. PLANNING AND ZONING [65000 - 66342] 

  ( Heading of Division 1 added by Stats. 1974, Ch. 1536. ) 

CHAPTER 3. Local Planning [65100 - 65763] 

  ( Chapter 3 repealed and added by Stats. 1965, Ch. 1880. ) 

ARTICLE 10.6. Housing Elements [65580 - 65589.11] 

  ( Article 10.6 added by Stats. 1980, Ch. 1143. ) 

Government Code Section 65583.2. 

(c) Based on the information provided in subdivision (b), a city or county shall determine whether 
each site in the inventory can accommodate the development of some portion of its share of the 
regional housing need by income level during the planning period, as determined pursuant to 
Section 65584. The inventory shall specify for each site the number of units that can realistically 
be accommodated on that site and whether the site is adequate to accommodate lower income 
housing, moderate-income housing, or above moderate-income housing. A nonvacant site 
identified pursuant to paragraph (3) or (4) of subdivision (a) in a prior housing element and a 
vacant site that has been included in two or more consecutive planning periods that was not 
approved to develop a portion of the locality’s housing need shall not be deemed adequate to 
accommodate a portion of the housing need for lower income households that must be 
accommodated in the current housing element planning period unless the site is zoned at 
residential densities consistent with paragraph (3) of this subdivision and the site is subject to a 
program in the housing element requiring rezoning within three years of the beginning of the 
planning period to allow residential use by right for housing developments in which at least 20 
percent of the units are affordable to lower income households. Notwithstanding the foregoing, 
for a local government that fails to adopt a housing element that the department has found to be 
in substantial compliance with state law within 120 days of the statutory deadline in Section 65588 
for adoption of the housing element, rezoning pursuant to this subdivision shall be completed no 
later than one year from the statutory deadline in Section 65588 for adoption of the housing 
element. An unincorporated area in a nonmetropolitan county pursuant to clause (ii) of 
subparagraph (B) of paragraph (3) shall not be subject to the requirements of this subdivision to 
allow residential use by right. The analysis shall determine whether the inventory can provide for 
a variety of types of housing, including multifamily rental housing, factory-built housing, 
mobilehomes, housing for agricultural employees, supportive housing, single-room occupancy 
units, emergency shelters, and transitional housing, and whether the inventory affirmatively 
furthers fair housing.  



 

(h) The program required by subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 
65583 shall accommodate 100 percent of the need for housing for very low and low-income 
households allocated pursuant to Section 65584 for which site capacity has not been identified in 
the inventory of sites pursuant to paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) on sites that shall be zoned to 
permit owner-occupied and rental multifamily residential use by right for developments in which 
at least 20 percent of the units are affordable to lower income households during the planning 
period. These sites shall be zoned with minimum density and development standards that permit 
at least 16 units per site at a density of at least 16 units per acre in jurisdictions described in clause 
(i) of subparagraph (B) of paragraph (3) of subdivision (c), shall be at least 20 units per acre in 
jurisdictions described in clauses (iii) and (iv) of subparagraph (B) of paragraph (3) of subdivision 
(c) and shall meet the standards set forth in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (b). 
At least 50 percent of the very low and low-income housing need shall be accommodated on sites 
designated for residential use and for which nonresidential uses or mixed uses are not permitted, 
except that a city or county may accommodate all of the very low and low-income housing need 
on sites designated for mixed use if those sites allow 100 percent residential use and require that 
residential use occupy 50 percent of the total floor area of a mixed-use project. 

(i) For purposes of this section and Section 65583, the phrase “use by right” shall mean that the 
local government’s review of the owner-occupied or multifamily residential use may not require a 
conditional use permit, planned unit development permit, or other discretionary local government 
review or approval that would constitute a “project” for purposes of Division 13 (commencing with 
Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code. Any subdivision of the sites shall be subject to all 
laws, including, but not limited to, the local government ordinance implementing the Subdivision 
Map Act. A local ordinance may provide that “use by right” does not exempt the use from design 
review. However, that design review shall not constitute a “project” for purposes of Division 13 
(commencing with Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code. Use by right for all rental 
multifamily residential housing shall be provided in accordance with subdivision (f) of Section 
65589.5. 

 

Government Code - GOV 

TITLE 7. PLANNING AND LAND USE [65000 - 66499.58] 

  ( Heading of Title 7 amended by Stats. 1974, Ch. 1536. ) 

DIVISION 1. PLANNING AND ZONING [65000 - 66342] 

  ( Heading of Division 1 added by Stats. 1974, Ch. 1536. ) 

CHAPTER 4.5. Review and Approval of Development Projects [65920 - 65964.5] 

  ( Chapter 4.5 added by Stats. 1977, Ch. 1200. ) 

ARTICLE 1. General Provisions [65920 - 65923.8] 

  ( Article 1 added by Stats. 1977, Ch. 1200. ) 

65920. 

(a) This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the Permit Streamlining Act. 



 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the provisions of this chapter shall apply to all 
public agencies to the extent specified in this chapter, except that the time limits specified in 
Division 2 (commencing with Section 66410) of Title 7 shall not be extended by operation of this 
chapter. 

(c) Any action brought in the superior court relating to this chapter may be subject to a mediation 
proceeding conducted pursuant to Chapter 9.3 (commencing with Section 66030). 

(Amended by Stats. 2010, Ch. 699, Sec. 22. (SB 894) Effective January 1, 2011.) 

65921. 

The Legislature finds and declares that there is a statewide need to ensure clear understanding 
of the specific requirements which must be met in connection with the approval of development 
projects and to expedite decisions on such projects. Consequently, the provisions of this chapter 
shall be applicable to all public agencies, including charter cities. 

(Added by Stats. 1977, Ch. 1200.) 

65922. 

The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to the following: 

(a) Activities of the State Energy Resources Development and Conservation Commission 
established pursuant to Division 15 (commencing with Section 25000) of the Public Resources 
Code. 

(b) Administrative appeals within a state or local agency or to a state or local agency. 

(Amended by Stats. 1982, Ch. 87, Sec. 2. Effective March 1, 1982.) 

65922.1. 

During a year declared by the State Water Resources Control Board or the Department of Water 
Resources to be a critically dry year, or during a drought emergency declared by the Governor 
pursuant to Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 8550) of Division 1 of Title 2, the time limits 
established by this chapter shall not apply to applications to appropriate water pursuant to Part 2 
(commencing with Section 1200) of Division 2 of, to petitions for change pursuant to Chapter 10 
(commencing with Section 1700) of Part 2 of Division 2 of, or to petitions for certification pursuant 
to Section 13160 of, the Water Code for projects involving the diversion or use of water. 

(Added by Stats. 1991, 1st Ex. Sess., Ch. 12, Sec. 1. Effective October 9, 1991.) 

65923.8. 

Any state agency which is the lead agency for a development project shall inform the applicant 
for a permit that the Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development has been created 
to assist, and provide information to, developers relating to the permit approval process. 

(Amended by Stats. 2016, Ch. 78, Sec. 4. (AB 2605) Effective January 1, 2017.) 

 



 

Public Resources Code - PRC 

DIVISION 13. ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY [21000 - 21189.91] 

  ( Division 13 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1433. ) 

CHAPTER 1. Policy [21000 - 21006] 

  ( Chapter 1 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1433. ) 

21000. 

The Legislature finds and declares as follows: 

(a) The maintenance of a quality environment for the people of this state now and in the future is 
a matter of statewide concern. 

(b) It is necessary to provide a high-quality environment that at all times is healthful and pleasing 
to the senses and intellect of man. 

(c) There is a need to understand the relationship between the maintenance of high-quality 
ecological systems and the general welfare of the people of the state, including their enjoyment 
of the natural resources of the state. 

(d) The capacity of the environment is limited, and it is the intent of the Legislature that the 
government of the state take immediate steps to identify any critical thresholds for the health and 
safety of the people of the state and take all coordinated actions necessary to prevent such 
thresholds being reached. 

(e) Every citizen has a responsibility to contribute to the preservation and enhancement of the 
environment. 

(f) The interrelationship of policies and practices in the management of natural resources and 
waste disposal requires systematic and concerted efforts by public and private interests to 
enhance environmental quality and to control environmental pollution. 

(g) It is the intent of the Legislature that all agencies of the state government which regulate 
activities of private individuals, corporations, and public agencies which are found to affect the 
quality of the environment, shall regulate such activities so that major consideration is given to 
preventing environmental damage, while providing a decent home and satisfying living 
environment for every Californian. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, Ch. 947.) 

21001. 

The Legislature further finds and declares that it is the policy of the state to: 

(a) Develop and maintain a high-quality environment now and in the future, and take all action 
necessary to protect, rehabilitate, and enhance the environmental quality of the state. 



 

(b) Take all action necessary to provide the people of this state with clean air and water, 
enjoyment of aesthetic, natural, scenic, and historic environmental qualities, and freedom from 
excessive noise. 

(c) Prevent the elimination of fish or wildlife species due to man’s activities, insure that fish and 
wildlife populations do not drop below self-prepetuating levels, and preserve for future generations 
representations of all plant and animal communities and examples of the major periods of 
California history. 

(d) Ensure that the long-term protection of the environment, consistent with the provision of a 
decent home and suitable living environment for every Californian, shall be the guiding criterion 
in public decisions. 

(e) Create and maintain conditions under which man and nature can exist in productive harmony 
to fulfill the social and economic requirements of present and future generations. 

(f) Require governmental agencies at all levels to develop standards and procedures necessary 
to protect environmental quality. 

(g) Require governmental agencies at all levels to consider qualitative factors as well as economic 
and technical factors and long-term benefits and costs, in addition to short-term benefits and costs 
and to consider alternatives to proposed actions affecting the environment. 

(Amended by Stats. 1979, Ch. 947.) 

21001.1. 

The Legislature further finds and declares that it is the policy of the state that projects to be carried 
out by public agencies be subject to the same level of review and consideration under this division 
as that of private projects required to be approved by public agencies. 

(Added by Stats. 1984, Ch. 1514, Sec. 1.) 

21002. 

The Legislature finds and declares that it is the policy of the state that public agencies should not 
approve projects as proposed if there are feasible alternatives or feasible mitigation measures 
available which would substantially lessen the significant environmental effects of such projects, 
and that the procedures required by this division are intended to assist public agencies in 
systematically identifying both the significant effects of proposed projects and the feasible 
alternatives or feasible mitigation measures which will avoid or substantially lessen such 
significant effects. The Legislature further finds and declares that in the event specific economic, 
social, or other conditions make infeasible such project alternatives or such mitigation measures, 
individual projects may be approved in spite of one or more significant effects thereof. 

(Amended by Stats. 1980, Ch. 676, Sec. 277.) 

21002.1. 

In order to achieve the objectives set forth in Section 21002, the Legislature hereby finds and 
declares that the following policy shall apply to the use of environmental impact reports prepared 
pursuant to this division: 



 

(a) The purpose of an environmental impact report is to identify the significant effects on the 
environment of a project, to identify alternatives to the project, and to indicate the manner in which 
those significant effects can be mitigated or avoided. 

(b) Each public agency shall mitigate or avoid the significant effects on the environment of projects 
that it carries out or approves whenever it is feasible to do so. 

(c) If economic, social, or other conditions make it infeasible to mitigate one or more significant 
effects on the environment of a project, the project may nonetheless be carried out or approved 
at the discretion of a public agency if the project is otherwise permissible under applicable laws 
and regulations. 

(d) In applying the policies of subdivisions (b) and (c) to individual projects, the responsibility of 
the lead agency shall differ from that of a responsible agency. The lead agency shall be 
responsible for considering the effects, both individual and collective, of all activities involved in a 
project. A responsible agency shall be responsible for considering only the effects of those 
activities involved in a project which it is required by law to carry out or approve. This subdivision 
applies only to decisions by a public agency to carry out or approve a project and does not 
otherwise affect the scope of the comments that the public agency may wish to make pursuant to 
Section 21104 or 21153. 

(e) To provide more meaningful public disclosure, reduce the time and cost required to prepare 
an environmental impact report, and focus on potentially significant effects on the environment of 
a proposed project, lead agencies shall, in accordance with Section 21100, focus the discussion 
in the environmental impact report on those potential effects on the environment of a proposed 
project which the lead agency has determined are or may be significant. Lead agencies may limit 
discussion on other effects to a brief explanation as to why those effects are not potentially 
significant. 

(Amended by Stats. 1994, Ch. 1230, Sec. 1. Effective September 30, 1994.) 

21003. 

The Legislature further finds and declares that it is the policy of the state that: 

(a) Local agencies integrate the requirements of this division with planning and environmental 
review procedures otherwise required by law or by local practice so that all those procedures, to 
the maximum feasible extent, run concurrently, rather than consecutively. 

(b) Documents prepared pursuant to this division be organized and written in a manner that will 
be meaningful and useful to decisionmakers and to the public. 

(c) Environmental impact reports omit unnecessary descriptions of projects and emphasize 
feasible mitigation measures and feasible alternatives to projects. 

(d) Information developed in individual environmental impact reports be incorporated into a data 
base which can be used to reduce delay and duplication in preparation of subsequent 
environmental impact reports. 

(e) Information developed in environmental impact reports and negative declarations be 
incorporated into a data base which may be used to make subsequent or supplemental 
environmental determinations. 



 

(f) All persons and public agencies involved in the environmental review process be responsible 
for carrying out the process in the most efficient, expeditious manner in order to conserve the 
available financial, governmental, physical, and social resources with the objective that those 
resources may be better applied toward the mitigation of actual significant effects on the 
environment. 

(Amended by Stats. 1993, Ch. 1130, Sec. 2. Effective January 1, 1994.) 

21003.1. 

The Legislature further finds and declares it is the policy of the state that: 

(a) Comments from the public and public agencies on the environmental effects of a project shall 
be made to lead agencies as soon as possible in the review of environmental documents, 
including, but not limited to, draft environmental impact reports and negative declarations, in order 
to allow the lead agencies to identify, at the earliest possible time in the environmental review 
process, potential significant effects of a project, alternatives, and mitigation measures which 
would substantially reduce the effects. 

(b) Information relevant to the significant effects of a project, alternatives, and mitigation measures 
which substantially reduce the effects shall be made available as soon as possible by lead 
agencies, other public agencies, and interested persons and organizations. 

(c) Nothing in subdivisions (a) or (b) reduces or otherwise limits public review or comment periods 
currently prescribed either by statute or in guidelines prepared and adopted pursuant to Section 
21083 for environmental documents, including, but not limited to, draft environmental impact 
reports and negative declarations. 

(Added by Stats. 1985, Ch. 85, Sec. 1.) 

21004. 

In mitigating or avoiding a significant effect of a project on the environment, a public agency may 
exercise only those express or implied powers provided by law other than this division. However, 
a public agency may use discretionary powers provided by such other law for the purpose of 
mitigating or avoiding a significant effect on the environment subject to the express or implied 
constraints or limitations that may be provided by law. 

(Added by Stats. 1982, Ch. 1438, Sec. 3.) 

21005. 

(a) The Legislature finds and declares that it is the policy of the state that noncompliance with the 
information disclosure provisions of this division which precludes relevant information from being 
presented to the public agency, or noncompliance with substantive requirements of this division, 
may constitute a prejudicial abuse of discretion within the meaning of Sections 21168 and 
21168.5, regardless of whether a different outcome would have resulted if the public agency had 
complied with those provisions. 

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature that, in undertaking judicial review pursuant to Sections 21168 
and 21168.5, courts shall continue to follow the established principle that there is no presumption 
that error is prejudicial. 



 

(c) It is further the intent of the Legislature that any court, which finds, or, in the process of 
reviewing a previous court finding, finds, that a public agency has taken an action without 
compliance with this division, shall specifically address each of the alleged grounds for 
noncompliance. 

(Amended by Stats. 1994, Ch. 1230, Sec. 2. Effective September 30, 1994.) 

21006. 

The Legislature finds and declares that this division is an integral part of any public agency’s 
decisionmaking process, including, but not limited to, the issuance of permits, licenses, 
certificates, or other entitlements required for activities undertaken pursuant to federal statutes 
containing specific waivers of sovereign immunity. 

(Added by Stats. 1998, Ch. 272, Sec. 2. Effective January 1, 1999.) 

 

 


