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Related sections of state law 

Government Code - GOV 

TITLE 5. LOCAL AGENCIES [50001 - 57607] 

  ( Title 5 added by Stats. 1949, Ch. 81. ) 

DIVISION 3. CORTESE-KNOX-HERTZBERG LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
REORGANIZATION ACT OF 2000 [56000 - 57550] 

  ( Heading of Division 3 amended by Stats. 2001, Ch. 388, Sec. 1. ) 

PART 2. LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION [56300 - 56430] 

  ( Part 2 added by Stats. 1985, Ch. 541, Sec. 3. ) 

CHAPTER 3. Powers [56375 - 56386] 

  ( Chapter 3 added by Stats. 1985, Ch. 541, Sec. 3. ) 

56375. 

The commission shall have all of the following powers and duties subject to any 
limitations upon its jurisdiction set forth in this part: 

(a) (1) To review and approve with or without amendment, wholly, partially, or 
conditionally, or disapprove proposals for changes of organization or 
reorganization, consistent with written policies, procedures, and guidelines 
adopted by the commission. 

(2) The commission may initiate proposals by resolution of application for any of 
the following: 

(A) The consolidation of a district, as defined in Section 56036. 

(B) The dissolution of a district. 

(C) A merger. 

(D) The establishment of a subsidiary district. 

(E) The formation of a new district or districts. 

(F) A reorganization that includes any of the changes specified in 
subparagraph (A), (B), (C), (D), or (E). 

(G) The dissolution of an inactive district pursuant to Section 56879. 

(H) The dissolution of a district pursuant to Section 56375.1. 

(3) A commission may initiate a proposal described in paragraph (2) only if that 
change of organization or reorganization is consistent with a recommendation or 
conclusion of a study prepared pursuant to Section 56378, 56425, or 56430, and 
the commission makes the determinations specified in subdivision (b) of Section 
56881. 



(4) A commission shall not disapprove an annexation to a city, initiated by 
resolution, of contiguous territory that the commission finds is any of the 
following: 

(A) Surrounded or substantially surrounded by the city to which the 
annexation is proposed or by that city and a county boundary or the 
Pacific Ocean if the territory to be annexed is substantially developed or 
developing, is not prime agricultural land as defined in Section 56064, is 
designated for urban growth by the general plan of the annexing city, and 
is not within the sphere of influence of another city. 

(B) Located within an urban service area that has been delineated and 
adopted by a commission, which is not prime agricultural land, as defined 
by Section 56064, and is designated for urban growth by the general plan 
of the annexing city. 

(C) An annexation or reorganization of unincorporated islands meeting the 
requirements of Section 56375.3. 

(5) As a condition to the annexation of an area that is surrounded, or 
substantially surrounded, by the city to which the annexation is proposed, the 
commission may require, where consistent with the purposes of this division, that 
the annexation include the entire island of surrounded, or substantially 
surrounded, territory. 

(6) A commission shall not impose any conditions that would directly regulate 
land use density or intensity, property development, or subdivision requirements. 

(7) The decision of the commission with regard to a proposal to annex territory to 
a city shall be based upon the general plan and prezoning of the city. When the 
development purposes are not made known to the annexing city, the annexation 
shall be reviewed on the basis of the adopted plans and policies of the annexing 
city or county. A commission shall require, as a condition to annexation, that a 
city prezone the territory to be annexed or present evidence satisfactory to the 
commission that the existing development entitlements on the territory are vested 
or are already at build-out, and are consistent with the city’s general plan. 
However, the commission shall not specify how, or in what manner, the territory 
shall be prezoned. 

(8) (A) Except for those changes of organization or reorganization authorized 
under Section 56375.3, and except as provided by subparagraph (B), a 
commission shall not approve an annexation to a city of any territory greater than 
10 acres, or smaller as determined by commission policy, where there exists a 
disadvantaged unincorporated community that is contiguous to the area of 
proposed annexation, unless an application to annex the disadvantaged 
unincorporated community to the subject city has been filed with the executive 
officer. 

(Amended by Stats. 2022, Ch. 89, Sec. 1. (SB 938) Effective January 1, 2023.) 

 



TITLE 7. PLANNING AND LAND USE [65000 - 66499.58] 

  ( Heading of Title 7 amended by Stats. 1974, Ch. 1536. ) 

DIVISION 1. PLANNING AND ZONING [65000 - 66342] 

  ( Heading of Division 1 added by Stats. 1974, Ch. 1536. ) 

CHAPTER 4. Zoning Regulations [65800 - 65912] 

  ( Chapter 4 repealed and added by Stats. 1965, Ch. 1880. ) 

ARTICLE 2. Adoption of Regulations [65850 - 65863.13] 

  ( Article 2 added by Stats. 1965, Ch. 1880. ) 

65859. 

  (a) A city may, pursuant to this chapter, prezone unincorporated territory to determine 
the zoning that will apply to that territory upon annexation to the city. 

The zoning shall become effective at the same time that the annexation becomes 
effective. 

(b) Pursuant to Section 56375, those cities subject to that provision shall complete 
prezoning proceedings as required by law. 

(c) If a city has not prezoned territory which is annexed, it may adopt an interim 
ordinance pursuant to Section 65858. 

(Amended by Stats. 1994, Ch. 939, Sec. 13. Effective September 28, 1994. Operative 
January 1, 1995, by Sec. 29 of Ch. 939.) 

 

Zoning Ordinance 

Chapter 17.02 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

17.02.020   Purpose. 

   This title is enacted to preserve and promote the public health, safety and welfare of 
the city, and of the public generally and to facilitate growth and expansion of the 
municipality in a precise and orderly manner. More specifically, the zoning ordinance is 
adopted in order to achieve the following objectives: 

   A.   Foster a workable relationship among land uses; 

   B.   Promote the stability of existing land uses that conform to the district in which they 
occur; 

   C.   Ensure that public and private lands ultimately are used for purposes that are 
appropriate and most beneficial for the city; 

   D.   Prevent excessive population densities; 

   E.   Avoid a concentration of structures adjoining each other or juxtaposed too closely 
together in close proximity to each other; 

   F.   Promote a safe, effective traffic circulation system; 



   G.   Require adequate off-street parking and truck loading facilities; 

   H.   Facilitate the appropriate location of community facilities and institutions; 

   I.   Coordinate land use policies and regulations of the city in order to facilitate the 
transition of land areas from county to municipal jurisdiction and to protect agricultural 
producers in areas planned for urban expansion; 

   J.   Implement the goals, policies and map of the general plan. (Ord. 2017-01 (part), 
2017: prior code § 7201) 

 

Chapter 17.06 ZONE CLASSIFICATIONS 

17.06.050   Boundary changes because of annexation or right-of-way 
abandonment. 

   A.   All territory that is annexed to the city shall be classified to a zone that is 
consistent with the general plan as adopted by the city. 

   B.   All territory that is unzoned or becomes unzoned through abandonment of a public 
street, alley or railroad right-of-way, shall be classified to the centerline the same as the 
property adjoining the street, alley or railroad right-of-way. (Ord. 2017-01 (part), 2017: 
prior code § 7230) 

 

Chapter 17.44 ZONING AMENDMENTS 

17.44.010   Purpose. 

   As a general plan for Visalia is put into effect, there will be a need for changes in 
zoning boundaries and other regulations of this title. As the general plan is reviewed 
and revised periodically, other changes in the regulations of this title may be warranted. 
Such amendments shall be made in accordance with the procedure prescribed in this 
chapter. (Ord. 2017-01 (part), 2017: prior code § 7580) 

17.44.020   Initiation. 

   A.   A change in the boundaries of any zone may be initiated by the owner of the 
property within the area for which a change of zone is proposed or by his authorized 
agent. If the area for which a change of zone is proposed is in more than one 
ownership, all of the property owners or their authorized agents shall join in filing the 
application, unless included by planning commission resolution of intention. 

   B.   A change in boundaries of any zone, or a change in a zone regulation, off-street 
parking or loading facilities requirements, general provision, exception or other provision 
may be initiated by the city planning commission or the city council in the form of a 
request to the commission that it consider a proposed change; provided, that in either 
case the procedure prescribed in Sections 17.44.040 and 17.44.090 shall be followed. 
(Ord. 2017-01 (part), 2017: prior code § 7581) 

17.44.030   Application procedures. 



   A.   A property owner or his authorized agent may file an application with the city 
planning commission for a change in zoning boundaries on a form prescribed by the 
commission and that said application shall include the following data: 

   1.   Name and address of the applicant; 

   2.   Statement that the applicant is the owner of the property for which the change in 
zoning boundaries is proposed, the authorized agent of the owner, or is or will be the 
plaintiff in an action in eminent domain to acquire the property involved; 

   3.   Address and legal description of the property; 

   4.   The application shall be accompanied by such sketches or drawings as may be 
necessary to clearly show the applicant's proposal; 

   5.   Additional information as required by the historic preservation advisory board. 

   B.   The application shall be accompanied by a fee set by resolution of the city council 
sufficient to cover the cost of processing the application. (Ord. 2017-01 (part), 2017: 
prior code § 7582) 

17.44.040   Public hearing—Notice. 

   The city planning commission shall hold at least one public hearing on each 
application for a change in zone boundaries and on each proposal for a change in zone 
boundaries or of a zone regulation, off-street parking or loading facilities requirements, 
general provisions, exception or other provision of this title initiated by the commission 
or the city council. Notice of the public hearing shall be given not less than ten days or 
more than thirty (30) days prior to the date of the hearing by publication in a newspaper 
of general circulation within the city, and by mailing notice of the time and place of the 
hearing to property owners within three hundred (300) feet of the boundaries of the area 
occupied or to be occupied by the use that is the subject of the hearing. (Ord. 2017-01 
(part), 2017: prior code § 7583) 

17.44.050   Investigation and report. 

   The city planning staff shall make an investigation of the application or the proposal 
and shall prepare a report thereon that shall be submitted to the city planning 
commission. (Ord. 2017-01 (part), 2017: prior code § 7584) 

17.44.060   Hearing. 

   A.   At the public hearing, the city planning commission shall review the application or 
the proposal and may receive pertinent evidence as to why or how the proposed 
change is necessary to achieve the objectives of the zoning ordinance prescribed in 
Section 17.02.020. 

   B.   If the commission's recommendation is to change property from one zone 
designation to another, the commission may recommend that conditions be imposed so 
as not to create problems adverse to the public health, safety and general welfare of the 
city and its residents. (Ord. 2017-01 (part), 2017: prior code § 7585) 

17.44.070   Action of city planning commission. 



   The city planning commission shall make a specific finding as to whether the change 
is required to achieve the objectives of the zoning ordinance prescribed in 
Section 17.02.020. The commission shall transmit a report to the city council 
recommending that the application be granted, conditionally approved, or denied or that 
the proposal be adopted or rejected, together with one copy of the application, 
resolution of the commission or request of the Council, the sketches or drawings 
submitted and all other data filed therewith, the report of the city engineer and the 
findings of the commission. (Ord. 2017-01 (part), 2017: Ord. 2001-13 § 4 (part), 2001: 
prior code § 7586) 

17.44.080   [Reserved]. 

17.44.090   Action of city council. 

   A.   Upon receipt of the resolution or report of the city planning commission, the city 
council shall review the application or the proposal and shall consider the resolution or 
report of the commission and the report of the city planning staff. 

   B.   The city council shall make a specific finding as to whether the change is required 
to achieve the objectives of the zoning ordinance prescribed in Section 17.02.020. If the 
council finds that the change is required, it shall enact an ordinance amending the 
zoning map or an ordinance amending the regulations of this title, whichever is 
appropriate. The city council may impose conditions on the change of zone for the 
property where it finds that said conditions must be imposed so as not to create 
problems inimical to the public health, safety and general welfare of the city and its 
residents. If conditions are imposed on a change of zone, said conditions shall run with 
the land and shall not automatically be removed by a subsequent reclassification or 
change in ownership of the property. Said conditions may be removed only by the city 
council after recommendation by the planning commission. If the council finds that the 
change is not required, it shall deny the application or reject the proposal. (Ord. 2017-01 
(part), 2017: prior code § 7587) 

17.44.100   Change of zoning map. 

   A change in zone boundary shall be indicated on the zoning map. (Ord. 2017-01 
(part), 2017: prior code § 7589) 

17.44.110   New application. 

   Following the denial of an application for a change in a zone boundary, no application 
for the same or substantially the same change shall be filed within one year of the date 
of denial of the application. (Ord. 2017-01 (part), 2017: prior code § 7590) 

17.44.120   Report by city planner. 

   On any amendment to the zoning code changing property from one zone classification 
to another, the city planner shall inform the planning commission and the city council of 
any conditions attached to previous zone changes as a result of action taken pursuant 
to Sections 17.44.060, 17.44.070 and 17.44.090. (Ord. 2017-01 (part), 2017: Ord. 9605 
§ 30 (part), 1996: prior code § 7591) 

 


