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City of Visalia 

Mapping Workshop #2 Notes 

City Council Redistricting 

Wednesday, October 23, 2021, at 10 a.m. 

Location: Anthony Community Center 

345 N. Jacob St., Visalia, CA 93291 

 

I. Welcome from Allison Mackey, Communications Manager 

II. Introduction of Ken Chawkins, National Demographic Corporation 

- Mr. Chawkins explained that previously scheduled presenter Jeff Tilton was 

unavailable due to multiple family emergencies. 

III. Introduction of Maria Mejia-Ng, Radiant Valley Interpreting 

- Ms. Mejia-Ng shared a brief introduction in both English and Spanish and 

provided information on the workshop’s Spanish interpretation available. 

IV. Presentation from Ken Chawkins, National Demographic Corporation 

- Mr. Chawkins began his PowerPoint presentation, included on page three of 

these notes 

- Mr. Chawkins explained the process the City had undertaken so far, included 

explanation of the California Census process and how the data has to be 

adjusted for prisoner population. Noted that NDC found a “great number of 

errors”. 

 

Discussed redistricting rules and goals, Mr. Chawkins made it through 

approximately four slides before stopping the PowerPoint presentation and 

facilitating the meetings move to a group discussion and began taking questions 

from the public in attendance 

V. Questions and Group Discussion 

Feedback on Communities of Interest and Districts 

- St. John’s should be one district 

- North of Santa Fe should be one district 

- The housing development The Lakes should be a community of interest 
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- The “north side” should be recognized and “bunched with more like 

communities” 

- There should be a community of interest in the City’s “north area” 

- State Route 198 should be a divider, communities above and below should 

be split into different districts 

- State Route 198 should not be a divider, “we pride ourselves on not having 

the City divided by the 198” 

- Youth and diversity should be guides for the redistricting process 

- Socioeconomic status should not be a significant indicator of community of 

interest 

- Each district should have effective representation with diversity of age, 

affluence, and ethnicity 

- Consider “high propensity voting” areas when drawing districts 

- Visalia has a “history of redlining and still, to some extent, potholes don’t get 

fixed but new schools or houses are going up” 

- Look at areas that have been redlined in the past and work to ensure new 

district lines can assist these areas in “catching up” 

- Candidate incumbency should not be considered when drawing districts 

- “No one runs” was stated, as was, “The Council is one political party and we 

need to create competition” 

- Would like a map where “there are districts where basic needs are met in 

each district” 

- There “should be focus on community building, where there are centers of 

influence in each district, where each district has their basic needs met” 

 

 

Specific Requests 

- NDC upload the necessary Census data as soon as possible 

- It was noted by an attendee that NDC had the data for 30 days by the second 

mapping workshop 

- NDC should not use Google Translate on paper map materials 

- Mapping tools be accessible and include City of Visalia data as soon as 

possible 

- A map overlay of the City’s General Plan 

- A map overlay of City Zoning 

- A map overlay of the Tulare County Board of Supervisor Districts 

- A map overlay that shows “where the Hispanic population lives” 

- Two maps that are “influenced by the community” voted on by the community 

as official community recommendations to be considered by the City Council 
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- “Two of the three maps presented to the City Council should be community 

approved” 

- Specific training for the public on each mapping tool 

- This training should include computers for each attendee to try out the tool 

and draw maps in real time 

- Public Hearings and City Council meetings should have Public Comment on 

Redistricting extended beyond the three-minute period 

- This extension should occur for all citizens wishing to speak, but should be 

particularly considered for those requiring their comments to be translated 

into English 

- Find a way for the public to review all submitted maps in a public forum 

 

Future Meetings 

- Attendees noted that all meetings should have: 

o Have official transcriber at each meeting 

o Have virtual options for attending and participating through Zoom 

o Be recorded and available to citizens after the meeting 

o Have Spanish language translation recorded 

o Have PowerPoint presentation available in Spanish 

o Have all materials presented and available as hand-outs in pre-

prepared packets (in both English and Spanish) and those packets 

should then be posted online 

o Only be hosted in buildings with accessible WiFi 

o Been publicly posted at facilities, including City buildings, but also 

schools, County and State offices 

o Send specific invitations to the community groups Proteus, 

Community Water Center and Self-Help 

 

Additional Feedback 

- Column three on the PowerPoint presentation slide “makes it look like the 

City will be provided a faulty map” 

- “This space needed something different today than what was scheduled, we 

need conversations with the City” 

- Want emphasis on outreach to the community, more community meetings, 

more presentations to local groups, especially those that work with minority 

groups, “would love to see personal invitations for involvement” 

- Citizens are “tossed back and forth between representatives” 

- “Council and Tulare County Board of Supervisors aren’t coming together and 

attending, they need to know what the underlying issues are” 
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Meeting was held on Saturday, October 23, 2021 at 10 a.m. to approximately 

12:45 p.m. at the Anthony Community Center. 

 

There were 18 members of the public in attendance. 

 

 

 

To view the PowerPoint slides presented 

during the presentation, the presentation 

begins on page 5 of these notes. 
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